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Our forest Itfe was rough and rude, and dangers closed us round; 
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The pioneers of Homer are fast passing away. The majority have already 
gone from earth, while the wrinkled face, the silvery locks, and the tottering 
step betoken that the minority will ere many years join them in the silent 
city of the dead. That their names and deeds should not be forgetten, or lost 
in the dark shadows of the past, was the incentive of this little work. 


To those who have generously contributed and extended aid in this under- 
taking, the author feels to be under grateful obligations, and especially so to 
Thomas 8S. Dorsey, Milo D. Hamilton, William J. Gregg. Hon. George H French, 
Charles LD, Holmes, Eli T. Chase, Mrs. Nathan D. Beedon, Edwin W. Blair and 
others for information and services. 


This work is not presented to the reader as a literary production or with the 
idea that it contains a line, sentence or paragraph tending to show literary tal- 
ent or ability. It therefore seems to call for no apology in that direction. That 
the work will be appreciated by those for whose information its contents were 
collected, written and compiled, there is but little doubt, and I can only ask 
that the imperfections which it contains may be overlooked. Errors have crept 
in. ‘Errors are common,” but no one knows better than an editor or an author 


how errors may occur. 
W. A. L. 


Homer, May, 1888. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE STATE IN WHICH WE LIVE. 


Even in this brief sketch of Homer and its settlement, it seems proper that 
dates and a few incidents relative to the settlement of the State and Calhoun 
County, of which Homer is a part, as well as a few tables for reference, be 
given. : 

With the exception of Illinois, Michigan in point of colonization, is the oldest 
of the inland states, its first settlement even unte-dating that of Georgia. July 
24,1701, De la Motte Cadillac with one hundred Frenchmen marched upon the 
border where is now the City of Detroit, and took possession of that point in 
the name of the King of France. Notwithstanding 1701 marks the era of the 
first permanent settlement, it was over a half century prior thereto when the 
first ripple of the incoming tide broke upon the verge of our State. This was in 
1641 when Isaac Jogues and Charles Raymbault, two Jesuit missionaries, en- 
voys of the King of France, crossed from Canada to the upper Peninsula, and 
preached to an assemblage of two thousand red men of the forest at Sault Ste. 
Marie. ‘These two missionaries are supposed to have been the first white men 
to stand upon the soil of Michigan. They founded « mission among the Chip- 
pewas. Five years later,October 18, 1646, Jogues was put to death in Canada, 
by the Mohawks, as a sorcerer. THe was 39 years of age, and was born at Or- 
leans, France. These missionaries were followed by Rene Mesnard in 1660, 
Claude Allouez in 1665 and by Jacques Marquette in 1668. Marquette founded 
the mission at Sault Ste. Marie, and in 1671 built a chapel at Mackinaw. He 
died near the mouth of the Marquette river, May 18, 1675, at the age of 85 years. 
With the coming of the missionaries the fur traders of Canada also made an ap- 
pearance and began to explore and temporarily occupy the territory. The first 
American settler in Michigan is said to have located at Frenchtown on the Riv- 
er Raisin, in 1796. The French authority over the State lasted until Septem- 
ber 8, 1760, when together with Canada, it was surrendered to Great Britain, 
which surrender was ratified by the treaty,—Paris, February 10, 1763. The 
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English domination lasted until July 1, 1796, when Michigan formally passed 
into the possession of the United States, and became a portion of the Northwest 
Territory. In 1800 the Northwest Territory was divided into two territories, 
the one retaining the name of Northwest Territory, the other receiving the 
name of Indian Territory. The former embracing the eastern half and the lat- 
ter thejwestern half of the State. July 11, 1805, Michigan was constituted a 
separate territory with its present boundaries, Gen. William Hull being ap- 
pointed governor. June 15, 1886, Michigan was admitted into the Union as it 
State, upon condition of acceding to the boundary claims of Ohio. which claims, 
though first rejected, were finally aceeded to, and on January 26, 1837, Michi- 
gan was, by act of Congress, formally declared a State. The seat of goverment 
was formerly at Detroit, but was removed to Lansing in the spring of 1847. 
The present State Constitution having been in force since November, 1850. 

The population of Michigan in various years from 1810 to 1884 inclusive, is 

given as follows: 
1810, 4,528; 1820, 9,048; 1830, 32,581; 1884, 87.273: 
1837, 174,061; 1840, 212,267; 1845, 206,489; 1850, 397.654: 
1854, 507,527; 1860, 749,113; 1864, 803,661: 1870. 1,184,282; 
1874, 1,834,031; 1880, 1,636,937; 1884, 1,853,658. 

Of the State population 1,421,984 are native born and 431,674 foreign born. 
OF the latter the Germans head the list with 98,872; the Irish second with 
48,230; the English third with 48,000, while aside from the Chinese, the Hun- 
garian born is the lowest on the list in number, being 214. Number of males in 
the State of voting age 559,533. Vote for governor in 1886, 880,885. Number 
of school houses, 7,000. Value of school property, $9,770,000. Pupils attending 
school, 402,732. In educational matters in the scale of states, Michigan ranks 
8, still we have over 50,000 persons over 10 years of age who are unable to read. 
and about 70,000 over 10 years of age who can not write. In 1886 Michigan 
contained 138,844 farms consisting of 12,460,688 acres, of which 7463514 are 
improved, and 4,997,174 are unimproved. There were 1,627.915 aeres of wheat. 
with an estimated yield of 26,619,594 bushels, the acreage for 1887 being 1.6 
523, with an estimated yield of 22,815,153 bushels. In 1886 there were 
horses, 358,453 milch cows and 392,681 other cattle, 509.290 hogs and 2, 
sheep. There are 559 newspapers and periodicals published in the State. The 
newspapers consist of 464 weeklies, 39 dailies, 9 semi-weeklies. and 1 tri- 
weekly. Politically they are divided as follows: Independent, 187; Republican, 
164; Democratic, 78; Nentral, 24; Prohibition, 11: Greenback, 7: Labor. 6: 
National, 5; Free Trade, 2; Liquor Interest, 2; Knights of Labor. 1. There are 
16 papers printed in German language, 6 in Holland, 3 in French, and one each 
in Polish, Scandinavian and Swede. There are 6 agricultural, 11 medical. 9 
commerce, 18 religious, 9 educational, 8 literary, 3 secret society and 6 mis- 
cellaneous. 


CHAPTER II. 


CALHOUN COUNTY. 


The recognized pioneer of Calhoun County was Sidney Ketchum, who died in 
the City of Marshall several years ago. Ketchum came from Clinton county, 
New York, in August, 1880, and located on the present sight of the City of 
Marshall. A Mr. Blashtield from Flowerlield, this State, had arrived the June 
previous and secured a pre-emption of certain lands, but after Dlazing a few 
trees to indicate the boundaries of his estate, returned to Jackson county, and 
soon after made a deal with one Samuel Camp whereby he, Blashficld, realized 
seventy-five dollars and a shot gun for his claims in Marshall. The first regu- 
lar entry of lands in this county was made by Noble McKinstry on the 15th of 
October, 1830. Ie located some 70 acres covering the water power of Maishall 
and on the day following Ephraim Harrison located the south half of the 
northeast quarter of section 2, town 3 south of range + west, covering the water 
power at Albion. These were the only land entries in the county in’ 1880. and 
were made the sume month in which the land office was opened at Monroe. The 
next deal of importance was in the spring of 1881, when Abram Davidson and 
Jonathan Wood located lands which later contained the original plat of Mar- 
shall village, where the county seat was formally located the following year. 
The first house in the county was of logs, and was erected by a Mr. Fuller, 
three miles west of Marshall city in the fall of 1880, the second building bei 
saw mill erected on Rice creek in the summer of 1831 by George Ketchum. who, 
with several families had come on from New York State. The first. brick 
building erected was the old National hotel building at Marshall. The first 
cyops grown in this county were in the spring and summer of 1831. They con- 
sisted of corn and potatoes and were the products of lands owned by Dr. Hayes 
and Sidney Alcott. The iirst orchard:in the county was planted in Eckford. by 
Oshea Wilder. The first birth in the county was Helen, daughter of Peter 
Chisholm, in October, 1831. The second. Luther, son of Dr. Andrew L. Iayes, 
in January, 1582. The first death was isaac N. Uurd, who died in Marshall of 
cholera in July, 1882. Warren Nichols, his wife and three of their eight chil- 
dren and a Mr. Crossett tell vietims of the same disease at Athens the same 
summer. The first tavern in the county wus opened in Marshall in 1882, and 
the same year Marshall had a postoftice with Geo. Ketchum postmaster. The 
first court of record holding ® session in this county was the Circuit Court of the 
Territory of Michigan, which opened in Marshall, November 8, 1833, Judge El- 
eazer McCamly presiding. The first Judge of Probate was Dr. James P. 
Grayes, who was appointed by Governor Porter in 1834. The first school in the 
county was at Marshall and was taught by Miss Eliza Ketchum in the summer 
of 1832 in a small frame building erected for school purposes. In this building 
the first Board of County Supervisors organized August 7, 1884. The tirst phy- 
sician was Dr. Andrew L. Ifayes, who came from New Tiumpshire in’ the sum- 
mer or fall of 1881, and located at Marshall. Hayes was accompanied by Rey. 
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John D. Pierce, the first minister. The first marriage in the county was the 
union of Mr. John Kennedy and Miss Louisa Hart, the ceremony taking place 
in Marshall, in November, 1832, Rey. John D. Pierce officiating. Kennedy 
came in from New York with Geo. Ketchum in 1831, but at the time of his 
marriage had located and was living on the farm now owned by Ton. Wm. 
Cook, in Clarendon. Miss Hart also resided on the same farm at the time of 
her marriage, being a daughter of Henry Hart, who occupied Kennedy’s house 
as tenant. Mr. Kennedy died about the year 1845, on the farm now owned by 
Solon Robinson, in Eckford, and was buried on Cook’s Prairie near his early 
home. Mrs. Kennedy died of consumption in the spring or early summer of 
1848 and was buried at Marshall. At the time of her death she was the wife of 
John Tillotson, to whom she was married in the spring of “47. Mr. Tillotson is 
a resident of this village at the present time. Barnes Kennedy, a brother of 
John, still resides two miles west of this village in Clarendon. Barnes came 
into the county from New York in May, 1832, and went to work as a carpenter 
on the grist mill being erected by Geo. Ketchum on Rice creek at Marshall. 
About this time a courier appeared at the little colony with the news that 
Black Hawk and his warriors had doffed the war paint and were about to make 
a raid upon the settlers in Southern Michigan, and would murder men, women 
and children without mercy. A meeting was at once called for the evening of 
the same day on which the startling news was received. In organizing the 
meeting, Isaac E. Crary was chosen chairman and Dr. Andrew L. Hayes seerc- 
tary. It was the unanimous sense of the meeting that armed men should be 
sent out to meet the approaching foe. There was no compulsion, but for the 
safety of the lives of others and especially for the sake of the wives and little 
ones, thirteen brave pioneers, trusting to fate, volunteered to risk their own 
lives in facing Black Hawk and his band of red men of the forest. Among the 
number were Barnes Kennedy, Dr. Hayes, Geo. Ketehuin, Reuben White, So- 
lon P. Davis, John Vickery and David Vance. The little command was or- 
dered to Prairie Ronde, with a week's rations in their knapsacks, and there to 
remain for further orders. The orders were complied with and after a week's 
stay at Prairie Ronde with no scalps captured, and no prospects of an opportu- 
nity to wage war on Black Hawk, all were discharged and sent home. Of 
these thirteen volunteers sent out from Marshall in May, 1852. to battle with 
the forces of the great Indian chief, Barnes Kennedy is the only one now living. 
In population Calhoun County ranks seventh among the counties of the State. 
as follows: Wayne, 188,966; Kent, 84,600; Saginaw, 74,795: Bay, 3}.221; Len- 
awee, 49,580; Jackson, 45,232; Calhoun, £1,585. Population of Calhotin County 
from 1837 to 1884 inclusive was as follows: 
1837, 7,960; 1840, 10,599; 1845, 15,500: 1850, 19.162; 
1854, 22,517; 1860, 29,560; 1864, 30.770; S70, 86.571: 
1874, 35,655; 1880, 38,452; 1884, $1,585. 

The following constitutes a complete list of senators. and representatives 
from this County in the State Legislature since its organization in 18385, 

SENATORS. 

1839, James W. Gordon, Marshall; 1889-40, Sands McCamly, Battle Creek: 
1842, TIenry Hewett, Marshall; 1848, Edward Bradley, Marshall; 
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1844-45, Abner Pratt, Marshall; 1846-7, Loren Maynard, Marengo; 
1848-49, Campbell Waldo, Albion; 1850-1-3, Charles Dickey, Marshall: 
1858, Nathan Pierce, Marengo; 1855, Wm. H. Brockway, Albion; 
1855, Erastus Hussey, Battle Creek; 1857-8, Nathan Pierce, Marengo; 
1859, Charles T. Gorham, Marshall; 1861-2-3-4, Geo. H. French, Homer; 
1865-7, Victor P. Collier, Battle Creek; 1869-70, John C. Fitzgerald, Marshall: 
1871-2-3, Philip H. Emerson, (a) ‘“ 1874, Wm. F. Hewitt, (b) Marshall: 
1875-7, Wm.'Cook, Homer; 1879-81-2, John ©. Patterson, Marshall: 
1888-5, Charles Austin, Battle Creek; 1887, Perry Mayo, Marshall. 

a, Vice President pro tem 71-2 b, Vice Emmerson resigned. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

1835-6, Ezra Convis, (a) Battle Creek: 1837, Sands McCamly, (b) Battle Creek: 
1837, Ezra Convis, Battle Creek; 1838, Andrew Dorsey, Homer; 
1839, Justus Goodwin, Burlington; 1839, Geo. C. Gibbs, Marshall; 
1840, Henry Cook, Homer; 1840, Jonathan Hart, Battle Creek: 
1840, Nathan P. Hobart, Athens; 1841, Charles Olin, Marshall; 
1841, Michael Spencer, Andover; 1842, Isaac E. Crary, Marshall; 
1848, Justus Goodwin, Battle Creek: 1843, Sands McCamley, Battle Creek: 
1844, James Sheldon, Albion; 1844, Moses Hall, Albion; 
1845, Eli L. Stillson, Albion; 1845, Dr. Andrew L. Hayes, Marshall: 
1846, John Barbour, Battle Creek: 1846, Isaac Crary, (c) Marshall; 
1847, John D. Pierce, Marshall; 1847, Henry W. Taylor, Marshall: 
1848, Andrew E. Campbell, B. Creek: 1848, John D. Pierce, Marshall: 
1848, Hiram Smith, Homer: 1849, Fenner Ferguson, Albion; 
1849, Orlando Moffatt, Battle Creek; 1850, Henry K. Clark, Marshall; 
1850, Erastus Hussey, Battle Creek: 1850, Nathan Pierce, (e) Marengo: 
1851, John L. Balcombe, Marengo; 1851, Darius Clark, Marshall; 
1851, Nathan Pierce, (d) Marengo; 1858, Bradley P. Hudson, Marengo: 
1858, James Winters, Pine Creek: 1853, John R. Palmer, Albion; 
1855, Daniel Dunakin, Homer; 1855, Talman W. Hall, Battle Creek: 
1857, Chester Buckley, Battle Creek: = 1857, Asa B. Cook, Marshall; 
1857, James Monroe, Albion: 1859, James Monroe, Albion; 
1859, Charles Dickey, (f) Marshall: 1859, Walter W. Woolnough, B. Creck: 
1861, William Cook, Homer; 1861, Eden F. Tlenderson, Battle Creek; 
1862, William Cook, Homer; 1862, Eden F. Henderson, Battle Creek: 
1868, William Cook, Tomer; 1868, Abner Pratt, (g) Marshall; 
1863, Isaac C. Abbott, Pine Creek: 1863, Chester Buckley, Battle Creek: 
1864, William Cook, Homer: 1864, Isaac C. Abbott, Pine Creek: 
1864, Chester Buckley, Battle Creek: 1865, Rodolphus Sanderson, B. Creek: 
1865, Geo. R. McKay, Marshall; 1865, Joseph P. Beach, Battle Creek: 
1865, Wm. H. Biockway, Albion; 1867, Geo. Willard, Battle Creek: 
1867, Harvey Randall, Tekonsha; 1867, Martin Haven, Albion; 
1869, Loomis Hutchinson, Ceresco: 1869, John Wagner, East Leroy; 
1870, Loomis Hutchinson, Ceresco; 1870, John Wagner, East Leroy; 
1871, George I. Brown, Battle Creek: 1871, Wm. H. Brockway, Albion; 
1872, Geo. I. Brown, Battle Creek; 1872, Wm. I. Brockway, Albion; 
1873, Solon E. Robinson, Marshall; 1873, Rodolphus Sanderson, B. Creek: 
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1874, Rodolphus Sanderson, B. Creek: 
1875, John Houston, Marshall; 

1875, Philo Budlong, Marshall; 

1877, Richard Keeler, Battle Creek; 
1879, James H. Campbell, Marshall; 
1881-2, James H. Campbell, Marshall; 
1881-2, Charles Austin, Battle Creek; 
1888, Stephen F. Snyder, Marshall; 
1885-7, Alvah D. Eldred, Tekonsha: 
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ins Marshall; 
1874, Solon E. Robinson, + Petr 
1875, Almon E. Preston, Battle Creek: 
1877, John W. Fletcher, Marshall: 


1877, James Walkinshaw, Marshall; 


1879, Geo. Robertson, Albion: 
1881-2, Geo. Robertson, Albion: 

1883, Newell J. Kelsey, West Leroy: 
1885, Stephen F. Snyder. Marshall. 
1887, Fred F. Hoaglin, Albion; 


a. Speaker. b. Viee Ezra Convis, deceased, 


¢. Speaker. 
f. Speaker Protem. g. 

As an agricultural district Calhoun County ranks high among 
Southern Michigan, and has long been looked upon as one of the best 
State. Its yield of wheat in 1887, 1,080,581 bushels, in amount being oxerodeal 
only by Oakland, with 1,096,741 bushels. Number of farms in’ the County. Be 
610, with an average number of acres each of 103.98, making a total of 377.117 
acres, of Which 259,359 are improved, and 117 3 aeres are unimproved. In 
1885 there were planted 34,003 acres of corn which produced 2,150,096 bushels 
of ears: 19,563 acres were sown to oats, which yielded 674,489 bushels. The 
County had 11,148 horses, 9,617 milch cows, 10,378 cattle other than milch cows, 
14,824 hogs and 97,987 sheep. 6,259.91 acres in apple orchards, which produced 

2,800 bushels. 


d. Succeeded Calvin Smith wdecensed, In 739. 


Died at close of session, : 
the counties of 
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CHAPTER III. 


NOMER LONG YEARS AGO. 


It is the design of this sketch to give an account of Homer and to record some 
of the more important events of its early history. In doing this it will be im- 
possible to write that which will prove entirely new, for all of it has been told 
over and over again, and much of it has appeared in the local press as well as 
in the various histories of Calhoun County. From the organization of Cal- 
houn County up to 1834, the territory of Homer was included in the ‘Township 
of Marshall. In 1884 the Territorial Legislature passed an act creating Homer 
iv separate township, including within its borders the present Townships of Al- 
bion, Eckford and Clarendon. The new township was named Homer, in deffer- 
ence to the wishes of James Hopkins and others of the early settlers who lad 
been residents of Homer, Cortland county, New York. Mr. Iopkins, who first 
suggested the name, was the father of Almond ©. Hopkins, at the present time 
a resident of this village and whose portrait: appears elsewhere in this work. 
Before proceeding further it seems proper to give a brief sketch of this region 
upon which nature seems to have lavished so many of her beauties and cxcel- 
lenees. In doing this I shall not confine myself to Homer of today. ut will 
speak of it as Homer of years ago when it contained within its domain the 
townships above mentioned, and consisted of a territory twelve miles square. 
It was, in its natural state, one of the finest regions in all Michigan: it hid its 
hills and dales covered with beach. maple and oak, which, on a summer's day 
would shade the earth with their green foliage. It had its gentle slopes and 
sunny ridges; its rich plains bringing forth green herbage, and beautiful tlowers 
to blossom in spring time; its beautiful lakes and rivers where the Indian 
in his birch canoe could be seen sailing on the bosom of the placid waters. The 
beauty and loveliness of the region alone would have attracted the early settle: 
here. But it was not this alone, not alone the grandeur, or beauty of landscape 
that enticed the seekers of homes, in the then far West, to locate in this section. 
but it was the diversity as well as the fertility of the soil. The whole region 
was found to be as various us its surface. The lowlands were found to contain 
the deepest vegetable moulds, which through cultivation would make excellent 
meadows. Its broad acres of beautiful plains. dotted here and there with a 
lonely ouwk and filling the air with the fragrance of its beautiful flowers, con- 
tained the richest loams, were easy of cultivation and welladapted for the grow- 
ing of vegetables and cereals and especially of Indian corn, while the hills and 
ridges with the same rich loam anda larger admixture of sand and = gravel. 
would prove excellent for the successful cultivation of apples and other fruits. 
In addition to all this, the region was found abundantly supplied with water 
from the Kalamazoo and St. Joseph rivers and their tributaries, the former ris- 
ing in Hillsdale county and entering the township at the north-east quarter of 
section thirteen of Homer proper, taking « north-westerly direction until it 
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reaches the present village from which point it takes a north-easterly course 
until reaching the City of Albion, where it unites with an eastern branch, form- 
ing what was known in early days as “The Forks.” The St. Joseph also 
rises in Hillsdale county, taking a north-westerly course. touching at Hillsdale 
city, Jonesville and Litchfield, enters the Township of Clarendon at the south- 
east quarter of section thirty-six and still taking a north-westerly direction 
passing at a point about one mile west of this village, where it receives the out- 
let of Burt Lake, thence making a direct turn and taking a westerly direction 
leaves the township on the north-west quarter of section nineteen. These 
streams and their branches proved not only beneficial for irrigation. but 
their borders were fringed with an abundance of excellent timber, and at the 
same time the main water courses supplied ample power to convert the timber 
into lumber for houses and the wheat and other cereals into flour for the great 
markets of the world. It is not strange that the pioneer saw in the surround- 
ings all the essential elements of prosperity to the careful and industrious hus- 
bandman. It is not strange that he resolved to make this beautiful land his 
home, and that when his earthly career should close he should be laid away to 
the silent and peaceful rest in the land he had sought and learned to love. 
Homer has long been known as the “Garden of Southern Michigan.” and it is 
no misnomer. Though the name was applied to Homer and its immediate 
semi-surroundings on the north and west, it would prove only a worthy ap- 
pellation for the township as originally organized, for there is no territory of 
like dimensions in all Michigan that contains a greater amount of rich and pro- 
ductiye lands than this region of ours. It is the land that we should all love: 


it is the land we should feel proud to call our home. In a state of mature its 


fertile plains, termed “burr oak plains,” were nearly destitute of timber and in 
summer were covered all over with a luxuriant growth of vegetation. inter- 
spersed with a variety of gorgeous and beautiful flowers. Ina state of cult 
tion these same plains are, to the joy of the husbandman, year after year bringing 
forth abundant, harvests of golden grain. The principal of these prairies can 
be given as follows: “Cook’s Plains” or what is now commonly called “Cook's 
Prairie,” lying a little north-west of this village, in) Clarendon; the Homer 
Plains,” lying between the Kalamazoo river and Burt Lake, covering the site 
of this village and extending south and south-east about two miles; the *Penn- 
sylvania Settlement,” due east from this village about three miles. and 
“Fisher Settlement,” which is situated in the south-east part of the townsti 
fach of these plains mark the site of one of the carliest settlements Less th 
three seore years ago this region of beauty and excellence, this land which con- 
tained all the essential elements of prosperity to the tiller of the soil was 
searcely known to civilized man. ere, less than sixty years ago. the bear 
could have been seen at nightfall, with his logy gait, quietly strolling about, 
searching for some sleeping victim on which to make an evening’s meal As 
the darkness of night gathered around, or as the stars of Heaven beamed in all 
their beauty and the moon shed its soft silvery rays across river wnd lake, the 
howl of the wolf could be heard as it echoed and re-echoed from among the 
hills, and as morning dawned in all its glory, the sweet notes of the feathered 
songsters would fall upon human ear, tilling man with delight and causing him 
to adore the great Spirit above. This land was then the home of the red man; 
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his well.beaten trail was over hills, through-the valleys and across the flower 
covered plains, extending as it were, from river to sea, and the smoke of his 
wigwam ascended on every hand. It was the Indian’s paradise. Here the 
plains and lowlands supplied an abundance of pasturage for bis ponies; here 
he cultivated: his little patch of maize, with little labor, and with no fears of 
being molested by his white brother. He pursued his game into the depths of 
the forest; he fished on the lakes and rivers, and his little canoe was the only 
craft to sail the crystal waters or to be found anchored among the ferns and 
lillies. Deer, wild turkey and other game were in abundance. It was the In- 
dian’s happy hunting ground on-earth; here he brought forth and reared his 
young, taught them to become fleet in the chase and made them experts in the 
use of the arrow and bow. Here, too, he could stand beside the graves of his de- 
parted chieftains whom he honored, and his maidens whom he loved. No won- 
der this child of nature was attached to these charming haunts. No wonder 
poor “Lo” dreaded the coming of the “pale face;” no wonder he hated to va- 
cate to civilization, and when that order came (1840) and his steps were taken 
westward, it is not strange that he cast one “longing lingering look behind,” 
and in all his stateliness “bowed his face to earth and wept.” 
In sadness and sorrow he departed 
From the haunts where he so loved to dwell, 


Near the graves of bis chicftains and kindred, 
And he wept, when he bade them farewell. 


This particular neighborhood was a favorite resort of the Indian, and es- 
pecially of the tribe of Pottawottamies, many of them lingering several years af- 
ter the arrival of the white settlers. Traces of their rude cultivation of corn 
were distinctly visible, even on the present site of this village. They gathered 
the earth at regular distances into hillocks of considerable hight, planted the 
seed in the top, and instead of digging the ground over again for a second or 
third crop, they would simply pull out the old stalks and insert new seed. From 
this, the red man’s mode of cultivation, originated the term ‘‘corn hills.” The 
principal Indian’s trail through this section, crossed the Kalamazoo from the 
north, just west of the present site 6f the Homer Mills, ascending the hill on the 
south, as shown in our illustration of “Barneyville.” From this point it passed 
west, on what is now Leigh street, until reaching the crossing of Sophia street, 
where it took « south-westerly course, leaving Burt Lake a little to the south, 
and continuing west, south-west to Tekonsha. On the east banks of Burt 
Lake, on the premises now owned by Sylvanus Cook, was an Indian’s burial 
ground of considerable dimensions, the unevenness of the ground caused by 
the depressions in the earth was ample evidence, even up to a few years ago, 
that the spot contained many a grave. In the eastern part of this village, on 
grounds now owned by Wim. Hastings, is a tract upon which the earlier settlers 
found tomahawks and an unusual number of spear and arrow heads. It is the 
opinion of some that this tract was used as assembly grounds, while others 
believe it « place where two warring tribes, some day now long past and 
gone, met in fierce battle. Two miles north-west of this village, on the farm 
now owned by Hon. Wm. Cook, and near the town line, earthworks had been 
thrown up, forming « complete circle, enclosing a tract of from one-third to 
one-half acre. Whether it was constructed as a place of refuge, for fortitica- 
tion against an approaching foe, or as assembly grounds where the braves 
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C ipe of peace, 
‘met: in council and danced about the camp fire; or smoked the pipe of Pp 


Z i rs and up to 
Pa EE . al of the white settlers an ay 
time never ‘will tell. At the time of the arrival of @ principal chiefs ‘6f ‘the 


the time of the removal 6f the ‘Indians to Iowa, th oitaar eee 
tribes ini this section were Wopkezike and’ Leather-nose, the latter Tee ee 

- *his name from a buckskin‘or leathern arrangement worn for ; a mR : See a 
ey, ‘ i bitten off in the winter 
* “portant as-wéll as:‘ornamental appendage having been bi Sa es 
‘ or-spring of 1887, by a bull dog owned by Hawley & Ely, who kept a ea shee 
* “fire wiiter” store in'this village, at the intersection of Main and ebster 
* * streets, where later was located E. P. Potter’s fonndry. : eat 
spoken of, as of kind disposition and not only friendly, . but that they ae 

: very much attached to the whites, especially was this the’case with w opkezike, 
who, ‘when all was ready for the removal of his tribe to the far West, Sasead 

* panied: by his squaw, called at the homes of the white settlers to bade them a 
“Tast farewell, and as he took his departure, Maitland W. Match, or Mait.’ for 
“short, among his friends, tells us that the old chief’s heart was filled with sad- 
ness and his eyes bedimed with tears. Mait was a boy in those days and 
was apparently quite a favorite among the Indians, and especially so to Wop- 
kezike, who presented him with three young wild turkeys. Mait reared them 
with the best of care, but when nearly full grown they wandered off with a 
drove of their own kind, to parts unknown. The little Indian boys mixed 
freely-with the few white children, consisting of the Hamilton’s, the Powers ; 

- the Hatch’s and others, in the different sports, and Mait being just as full of 
‘funithen, as now, was always perpetrating some trick on the little braves, and 
it is a little strange that they did not secure a good sized scalp from that’ bald 
‘spot which. Mr. Hatch now carries beneath his hat. Mr. Milo D. Hamilton, at 
the present time the able editor and publisher of the Monroe Commercial, and 
whose portrait, with a sketch of his life, appears elsewhere in this work, sends 

‘© x eommunication, which, being so full of interesting incidents of early days, 
‘is given in-full. He says: “A -considerable tract of ground which is now 
thickly settled and contains the business part of Homer, was, previous to the 
‘settlement there of Milton Barney, an Indian corn pateh, and as late as 1835-7, 
the:square on which the Methodist church now stands, was 2 grand hazel 
patch, ‘and a little to-the south was a growth of oak, interspersed with hazel 

- shrubs, among which the writer often filled his basket with luscious wild Straw- 
berries. Indians (Pottawottamies) were quite numerous in the streets of Ele- 
mer in those years, and often pitched their tents in the near Vieinity, on the 
‘notth banks' of the Kalamazoo. They were friendly for the most part, xcept 
when -haying procured too much ‘fire water, at which time some of them were 
inclined to be-ugly. The little Indian boys, in "35, came into the settlement 
-freely and often took’a running game of ‘tag’ with the white boys, of whom 
there were but-few. Indians were more or less numerous until the fall of 1840, 
when the United States government took the Pottawottamies beyond) the Mis- 
sissippi. ‘I well remember a-bright October day when gathering hazel nuts by 
the roadside, some ten or a dozen lumber wagons were driven southward, 
‘loaded with United States’ Infantry. Such a sight was, of course, enough to 
fill my boyish eyes with wonder. An officer of the company called out, saying: 
‘Boy, if yow'll save me a basket of those nuts, (MW bring you an Indian's scalp 
when T come back.’ A few days later, when the troops returned with a band 
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of Indians, captured in Hillsdale county, the riddle was solved and the won- 
der at an end. It will be remembered that there were no daily papers in. those 
days to herald such happenings. The Indian procession with the soldier con- 
tingent, filled the street in pretty close marching order for fully a mile. The 
officer, however, forgot the scalp. From this time on, Mr. ‘Lo’ was seen no 
more on the hunting grounds. In these early years wild game was plenty, and 
it was no uncommon thing to see five or six antlered beauties of the forest, 
bounding along one after another. There were droves of wild turkeys, and 
prairie chickens and quail were especially numerous; aside from affording 
plenty of shooting for the huntsman, hundreds of the latter were taken by the 
rude traps, improvised by the boys, and set with a figure 4. The first educa- 
tional privileges of Homer were established in 18385, in a little building about 
twelve by fifteen feet in size, that stood near the east line of the old Homer ho- 
tel lot. The building was originally intended and used asa store, but was 
abandoned for the larger one built that year, opposite the hotel. The school 
Was taught by one of the older daughters of Milton Barney, and she would 
have had ten or a dozen scholars, had not the ague kept them away the larger 
portion of the time. It was fashionable to have the ague in those days—a good 
hard shake every other day at least—and the man, woman or child who did not 
have it as often as that, was losing caste in the community. In 1886 or “87 a 
better school house was built on the Burt farm, west of what is now  ITillsdale 
street, and near the crossing of the Air Line railroad, where for several years 
gathered, not only the lads and lasses of the little village, but also of the 
country for two or more miles south and east, and imbibed such treasures from 
the fountain of knowledge as the teachers and books of those early days were 
able to impart. I must not forget to mention one feature of the country in 
those days—the beautiful and dversified flora that filled the openings—a ‘thing 
of beauty’ and certainly a ‘joy’ to thousands. The advance of civilization, not 
only drove out the Indians and wild game, but at the same time droye out or 
obliterated many of the varieties of wild flowers.” The store building which 
Mr. Hamilton speaks of, in which the first school in the village was taught, 
was the little store building shown in our illustration of Barneyville. In 1835 
or 84 it was moved onto the site now occupied by Mrs. Woodbury’s millinery 
shop, and is now a part of a house on Fulton street, west of Webster street. 
and is owned by Albert Collins. This school, however, was not the first) school 
in the township, as originally organized, for as will be seen elsewhere in this 
work, the first school was in what is now the Township of Clarendon, in 1833, 
while later in the same year, a school was opened in what is now Albion town- 
ship. As stated by Mr. H., the Indians were uniformly friendly with the 
whites. They circulated freely among them and in large numbers, and con- 
stituted the chief patrons of the country store, bartering their furs, their 
berries, their saddles of venison, their baskets and other articles of their handi- 
work for provisions and such articles us they desired, including, too often, 
the Indian’s, as well as the white man’s most pernicious enemy, “tire water.” 
The Indians seemed to understand the quality of liquor and knew full well 
when the dealer had “watered” it. As an illustration of this, it is said that at 
the old log tavern, one of them had imbibed so freely as to become about 
“three sheets in the wind,” and when asked how he liked it. exclaimed, in 
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broken English, and to the amusement of those present, “too much Kalama- 
zoo.’ Still another, under the influence of liquor, was returning from this vil- 
lage and had arrived at a point near the present residence of B. F. Wetherbee 
in Clarendon, when he became chilled and died. His brother red men, upon 
being asked as to the cause of death, said, ‘Too much Kalamazoo in fire wa- 
ter.” In 1840 the Indians were removed beyond the Mississippi, one of the 
officers informing them that they would, in that far off land, never be dis- 
turbed by the approach of the white settler, but alas, the tide of civilization 
knows no bounds, and the poor Indian who once had universal sway in this 
great land of liberty, has been driven onward, still onward to the : far, far 
West. The graves of his ancestors are deserted, the ranks of his living are 
fast being depleted, and it is feared that time, fast fleeting time, will, ere many 
years, mark the hour when the “red man” will be known in our land, only as a 
being of bygone days. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


‘SETTLEMENT OF THE TOWNSHIP. 


The first white settlement in Homer took plece in the spring of 1832, when 
Powell Grover, William Wintersteen, and two brothers, Richard and Henry 
McMurtrie, all from Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, arrived and located lands 
three miles due east from what is now this village, on section 1, 2 and 11. 
The entire journey from their home in Pennsylvania was made on foot, the dis- 
tance being six hundred miles. All were single men with the exception of Mr. 
Wintersteen, who left his family in Pennsylvania and returned for them the 
following spring. The project of coming to Michigan originated with Mr. 
Grover, who, prior to leaving Luzerne. county, had decided to locate on the 
identical spot on section 11, where for many years he made his home, and 
where he accumulited a handsome property. The party arrived at what in 
later years became known as “Grub ITill,” about ten a.m. on April 26th. This 
hill borders section 2 on the east, and from its summit these sturdy pioneers 
had an unobstructed view of the rich and fertile plains of section 1,2 and 11, 
where they had resolved to seek their fortunes. Afteran hour's stay on “Grub 
Hill,” for rest and refreshments, the party decended to the plains and went in- 
to camp on section 11, north of the Kalamazoo ziver, at a point which later be- 
came known as ‘Swale Hill.” Their first habitation was constructed of logs, 
and was covered with a thatched roof. As to who erected this abode there is a 
diversity of opinion; some say it was ashanty vacated by the Indians, while 
others assert that it was built by the pionegrs themselves, the former, however, 
is without a doubt true, and also that the-shanty was erected for, and occupied 
by Leather-nose, the Indian chief, long before the white settlers arrived. This 
being the case the party soon took possession, ‘moved in” and began house- 
keeping. They had-no furniture to arrange, no stove pipes to swear over, but 
they had lots of pluck and energy, and they had implicit confidence, that, 
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and their 
should occasion demand, their faithful dogs would alent eae Geast: of 
trusty rifles would protect them from an approaching foe, be put very few 
prey or a “red man of the forest.” At this time there PS st ge 
white settlers in this or adjacent counties. A little colony had lo’ 


shall, and still another at Battle Creek, while a few families had also paieie 
at Berlin, or what is now the Village of Athens. There was no white at 
at “The Forks,” or what became the site of the present enterprising ge oe 
of Albion, until the year following. In Jackson there was a tavern, buut o 
tamarack logs, known as the “Tamarack tavern,” which was kept by one 
“Bill” Thompson. Jackson also had a little grocery store und a couple of log 
cabins. A man by the name of Jones, and also one Mr. Olds, had settled on 
the present site of Jonesville village, the former becoming postmaster of the 
place and in due time, we are told, won considerable notoriety for robbing 
the muils. Ann Arbor on the east and White Pigeon on the west, were the 
nearest points of importance, and the nearest points where mills had been 
erected, although later in the same year a mill was put up in Marshall by 
George Ketchum. Mr. Grover, the McMurtries and Mr. Wintersteen all being 
from Pennsylvania, started what to this day is known as the “Pennsylvania 
Settlement.” They occupied the “Indian’s shanty,” or temporary dwelling for 
about one year. Having no table or boards of which to construct one, they cut 
down a large tree, which chanced to stand near by, and when the weather 
would admit, served their meals on the top of the stump, which had been 
made as smooth as possible for the purpose. South of the shanty a well was 
dug, and as no rope was at hand with which to hoist out the dirt, a “way sta- 
tion” consisting of a scaffold made of sticks, was put in, in the descent, and 
the work progressed until water was: reached, which was at a depth of 
fifteen feet. This well is still ‘in ‘existence, but not used at the present time. 
In the winter or spring following, each built a log cabin for himself on lands of 
his own. Mr. Grover’s and Mr. Wintersteen’s were both on section 11, Rich- 
ard McMurtrie’s was on section 2, and Henry McMurtrie’s, which was torn 
down a few months ago, was on section 1. The same year Mr. Grover erected 
a second cabin, and the following year still another, the first was occupied by 
Jacob Cool and his family, and the last by John Wooliver. About this time, 
or as early as 18385, Mr. Grover dug a race, constructed a dam and put up a saw 
mill on the north banks of the Kalamazoo. This mill sawed a large portion of 
the lumber for the old college building at Albion, which was erected in 1841. 
as well as the Methodist church, of South Albion, which was built in an early 
day. Mr. Grover seemed to have been a benevolent sort of a man. as a greater 
portion of the sawing done ‘at his ‘mill for the above institutions was without 
recompense. This mill also furnished a great many: rails for the Michigan 
Central railroad, in the days when such rails were made of wood with simply 
a strip of iron on the top. The old mill was torn down away back in the fifties, 
but some of the timbers which entered into its construction, are still in ex- 
istence and are now a part of a building on the Henry McMurtrie farm, which 
is now owned by the Potters. 

The following diagram of section 11, and the south half of section 2, gives 
the exact location of the early settlement, together with the highways, dwell- 
ings, etc., at the present time. 
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A, Indian's shanty, abode of first settlers, 1832. *, Stump used for a table by pfoneers. 0, Well dug by 
pioneers. BC D, The Grover cabins. E, Grover's saw will. F, Richard MeMurtrle’s log cabin. HH, Henry 
MeMurtrie's log house on lands located by him, I, Wintersteen’s log house. G, Lands located by Grover. 
‘M, lands lecated by Richard MeMurtric. W, Lands located by Winterstecn. a, Kalamazoo river. im, 
Michigan Central, Afr Line, rafiroad S, C, J. & M. railroad station. fg, Dwellings on lands now owned 
by Mr. Harris, his new residence being a few rods west of the latter point. J, Residence of L. G. Hartung, 
who now owns the Wintersteen farm. k, Spaulding school house — L, Lands now owned by “Len” Grover. 
N, Lands now owned by George Woolley. 0, Lands now owned by H. A. Wintersteen. P, Lands now 
owned by H. R. Wintersteen. 1, Residence and farm now owned by E. J. Potter. hy, Brick residence and 
farm now owned by Jones Findley. r. Road leading to the Grover mill, now vacated. 
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Near Mr. Grover’s log cabins, the location of which is shown a reyes 
ing diagram, was an orchard planted in an early day by Mr. Grov on ahtestilers 
apple trees still remain to direct the curious to the spot where the firs eae 
of Homer located. As has already been stated, these pioneers aa sac 
country on foot, and therefore could bring no furniture. They di sm in neice 
bring along a few dishes, which the women folks at home had place x ae 
knapsacks. As there was no pantry or shelving connected with ates DEW ae 
itation, a shelf was improvised of poles on which to set away their pars g : 
ter meals. A few days later, during the absence of the men, the dogs, wt t i : 
a tour of inspection, had torn the shelf down and broken every dish. hes om 
Wagon made was, indeed, worthy of mention, as the wheels were cut from the 
end of a large log, after which a circular opening ‘ 
the axletree was made in each. Parts of this old wagon are still 
and may be found on the ‘‘Len” Grover premises. 

On May 7, 1832, or less than three weeks after the arriv 
nians, Henry Cook, from Aurelius. Cayuga county, N. Y., and 
little, formerly from the same state, but later from Ohio, came and settled two 
miles north-west of this village, forming the nucleus of what in early days was 
known as ‘‘Cook’s Prairie,” but what at the present time is more frequently 
termed “*Cvok’s Plains.”? Sylvanus and James, sons of Mr. Cook, and also So- 
lander and Jefferson Rossman, hired men, vccompanied the party, the balance 
of the Cooks and Doolittles remaining in Saline, Washtenaw county, where 
the families had settled in the fall of 1831. Prior to the settlement at Saline, 
however, and while his family tarried in Detroit, Mr. Cook, through a sugges- 
tion of the State Surveyor, had explored this section, and was so captivated with 
the beauty and fertility of the plains west of this village that he at once re- 
solved to make a portion of them his future home. Upon returning to Detroit 
and informing the family of his intentions, Mrs. Cook, through fears that the 
Indians would prove troublesome, discouraged the idea, and it was finally de- 
cided that they should settle in Saline. Upon arriving at that place Myr. Cook 
purchased of Mr. Doolittle, lands which had been located by the latter, and up- 
on which he had already erected a frame dwelling. There the winter of 1531-2 
was spent, but Mr. Cook was not satisfied. Iaving once seen the rich and fer- 
tile plains of this section, they had so charmed him, that he could not) give up 
the idea of making them his home. When spring came the lands at Saline 
were sold, Mrs. Cook’s consent was given, a couple of wagons with ox teams 
were gotten in readiness, and the party whose names have already been given, 
started on the journey for this county. The journey was by Indian trail which 
Jed through Sharon, or what was then called ‘Bend of the Raisin,” Grass Lake, 
Jackson, Spring Arbor and what is now Concord The party put up the 
first night in Sharon, and at the only cabin then in the place. The cabin was 
owned by Mr. Fellows, who, in later years became quite noted as a grower of 
fine wooled sheep. Upon reaching Grass Lake one of the oxen had given out, 
and Mr. Cook purchased an untamed steer of one Daniel Richie, put it under 
the yoke and continued the journey. One night was passed at a little log hut, 
east of Jackson, and still another at Spring Arbor, with a family by the name 
of Acker, one of the sons of this family, whose name was Peter, will be remem- 
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bered by some of our older settlers as a clerk in a store here in an early day. 
The last night passed by our pioneers before reaching their destination was on 
the west banks of the little pond two miles this side of the present Village of 
Concord. After leaving Spring Arbor there were no signs that the tide of 
civilization had already preceded them until they reached a point near the 
Spaulding school house in this township, when they were not a little amazed, 
but at the same time joyed, to see the smoke ascending from the home of white 
men, which proved to be the abode of the Pennsylvanians. The journey from 
Saline was made without mishap of importance, except as has been narrated. 
Streams and rivers were forded and when no other accommodations were to be 
had, the party camped at night by the roadside. Upon arriving on the plains, 
the erection of a house was at once started, and was completed in just one 
week. Inthe meantime the party slept nights beneath the wagons, the boxes 
of which were turned over, the better thereby to provide a means of shelter- 
The house was of logs and was 20x22 feet in size and was covered with shakes. 
Aside from the door, which was added later, not a nail or board entered into 
the construction of this pioneer home. There was but one window and that 
contained a solitary sash brought from Saline. The floors were of basswood, 
split out of logs, and made as smooth as possible by the use of adz. On the day 
that the house was completed Messrs. Cook and Doolittle left for Saline to 
bring on the remaining members of the families, together with the horses and 
other stock, at the same time leaving Sylvanus, James and the two hired men 
to keep house and look after things at the new quarters. As there were no 
boards or other appropriate material of which to construct a door to the rude 
abode, a quilt was used for such purpose. This answered to a certain extent 
in keeping out the night air, but as a barrier for protection against wild beasts 
it was of no avail. The inmates, just after retiring for the first night, were 
startled by the dogs, who came bounding into the cabin, yelping at every jump, 
and displaying the ‘‘ivory” from ear to ear. A moment later the lower end of 
the quilt used for a door was seen to raise, when the unwelcome countenance 
of 2 monster bear presented itself. ‘‘Uucle Jim,” who was then a boy of but 
twelve years, suggested that the hired men reach the rifles and shoot, but the 
hired men didn’t seem to hanker after that kind of sport. Old bruin, after 
taking a careful and apparently an unconcerned survey of the preinises, but 
without intruding further, took his departure. Later, when the Rossmans 
were interviewed in regard to the first caller at the domicile, they would uni- 
versally say “it was no bear, but an Indian pony.” 

The Rossmans, as has been stated, came into the county as hired men. Jef- 
ferson worked for Mr. Cook and located lands which now constitutes a lerge 
portion of the Gibbs’ estate, south of this village, which is one of the finest 
farms in Southern Michigan. Solander was employed by Mr. Doolittle, and 
received for his first season’s work, sixty acres of land off the east side of the 
fine farm now owned by H. A. Bunnell in Clarendon. Solander, also, later lo- 
cated lands which constitute the desirable farms now owned by A.C. Sa- 
bin and William Wetherbee, the latter property being better known as the 
Peter Mitchell estate. The Rossmans removed to Butler, Branch county, in 
an early day, where both died some years ago, and where descendents of these 
two pioneers of this section, still reside. 
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; . i Eckford township, and 
The following diagram of the south half of section 36, reader the location 


north half of section 1, Clarendon township, will give th olittle’s log house 
of the first settlement, with other points of interest. Mr. pee ae GEeient 
being on section 1, of Clarendon, a short distance south-wes S iniagram: 
residence of Hon. Wm. Cook, the location of which is shown 1n 


d. 


A, Lands located by, Mr. Cook. B, Lands located by Jom Kennedy, now owned by Wm. Cook. C,A. C. 
Sabin's farm. D, Mitchell farm, now owned by Wm Wetherbee. O, Indlan fort or assembly grounds, see 
page 15. E, A portionof the Elijah Cook farm, now owned by Mr. Andrews. a, Mr. Cook's log cabin, 1832, 
and where the first school in the township wns taught In 1833. _k, First school house {n Clarendon, was of 
logs, and burned down Inan early day. f.+Sehool district No. I, ‘fractlonal Clarendon, Eckford and 
Albion. b, John Kennedy's shanty, 1852. ¢,, Residence of Theodore Cook, and site of Henry Cook's frame 
house erected in 1833. d, Residence of Hon. Wm. Cook and location of John Kennedy's log house where 
Mr. Hart ved when John Kennedy and Loufsa Hart were marricd in November 1832. ce, Freewill Baptist 
church. g, Theodore Cook's tenement house, occupled by Archle Sinclulr, h, Cook's Plains cemetery. {, 
A. C. Sabin's residence. J, -House onthe Wetherbee farm; occupied by A: J. Shattuck. 


In 1833 Mr. Cook built.a frame dwelling on the site of. the fine brick resi- 
dence now owned by his youngest son, Theodore. The old frame house is still 
standing, having been moved from its former location and is used as a shop or 
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» carriage house. After the building of the frame dwelling, Mr. Cook devoted 

the log cabin to educational purposes, and in this humble edifice opened the 
first school ever taught in the township. The school was taught by Miss Al- 
vira Keep, who later became Mrs. William Blashfield, of Clarendon. She died 
only a few years ago. : 
; Just two weeks after the arrival of the first party on the prairie, the remain- 
ing members of the two families reached the cabin. The household now con- 
sisted of twenty members, as follows: Mr. and Mrs. Cook and nine children, 
John, Sylvanus, William, James H., Elizabeth, Stephen, Daniel, Christina and 
Rachael; Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle and five children, Eliza, Charles, Imogene, 
John and Mary; and the two Rossmans, Solander and Jefferson. Large fami- 
lies have been known, but this one was evidently large enough for all practical 
purposes, when the size of the house is taken into consideration. The upper 
story of the cabin was used as a sleeping apartment of the single men and boys 
of the household, the . beds being placed directly on the basswood flooring, 
which flooring “Uncle Jim” Cook informs us, was fortunately laid with the 
soft side up. This floor was also occupied nights by transients, seekers of lands, 
who universally made the Cook home their headquarters, and late in the season 
this class came in considerable numbers. Heads to the center line with feet 
to the points of the compass was the arrangement, and at times to the number 
of twenty occupied these beds on basswood foundations. There was heaps of 
sport in that ‘old attic,” and when “Jeff,” the hired man, would tell the boys 
about seeing some big “Injun,” a bear or a wolf, they would ask him if it 
wasn’t an Indian pony. 

During Mr. Cook’s stay in Saline, Dr. Hayes, of Marshall, had located a large 
tract of land, in what is now the township of Eckford, which tract included 
the lands on which Mr. C. had concluded to settle. Dr. Hayes had, however, 
transferred his claim to a Mr. Hastings, who in turn sold six eighties to Mr. 
Cook, receiving for the same fifteen shillings ($1.87}) per acre, or a margin of 
about $300 above government price. 

Mr. Doolittle had intended to locate lands adjoining the Cook’s on the south, 
but that tract had been located by John Kennedy, whocame into Marshall with 
George Ketchum the year previous. Kennedy was willing to sell, but Mr. Doo- 
little did not have the means to pay the margin asked. Mr. Doolittle settled in 
the same neighborhood, however, on lands now owned by Cleveland Sabin. 
Mr. Doolittle’s lands were in what is now the Township of Clarendon, and he 
was, Without a doubt, the first white settler in that township. 

About the time of the settlement of Cook’s Prairie by the Cooks and Doolit- 
tles, Oshea Wilder, from Worcester county, Massachusetts, located lands on 
section 8, of what is now Eckford township, his lands covering the site of what 
became known as “‘Lower Eckford,” but what today is a station on the Cincin- 
nati, Jackson & Mackinaw railroad named Wilders. Mr. Wilder came into the 
township as early as 1831, but there is no evidence that a building was erected 
or a permanent location decided upon until the following spring or summer, 
when all necessary arrangements for the comforts of his family having been 
completed, they arrived and took up their abode at the new home, in October 
of 1832, The house was a double one, stood on the west side of Wilder creek, 
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and was constructed of tamarack logs. Mr. Wilder was a man of ample means 
for those days, and located a large tract of land, purchasing the same direct 
from the government. At the time of the settlement in “Lower Eckford,” Mr. 
Wilder’s family consisted of seven children, six sons and one daughter, and 
with the exception of the oldest son, Daniel, all came to the township as above 
stated. Daniel ‘remained in Rochester, New York, for a time, but joined the 
family later. Still other children were born to the household after the arrival 
in the township, one, a little daughter named Cornelia, who was born in 1834, 
being the first white child born in the neighborhood, and probably the first in 
the township. Little Cornelia brightened the home of our pioneers for only a 
few short months, when the angel of death came, and the pet of the household, 
the darling little one, was laid away to sleep in the cold, cold earth, but a beau- 
tiful spot was selected, one where the wild flowers would come forth in spring- 
time to pour forth their rich fragrance and sparkle in the morning dew; a spot 
beneath a beautiful oak, from the branches of which, as morning dawned, came 
the sweet notes of the feathered songsters, and where at nightfall the gentle 
zephyrs sang its soothing lull-a-by. 

In‘the summer of 1833 Mr. Wilder erected a frame saw mill, which stood on 
or near the site of the present one, north-west of the station. It contained an 
upright saw and is said to have been quite an institution at the time. The dam 
was constructed nearly one-fourth of a mile above the mill, and was of the 
kind known asa ‘spar dam,” the water running over the center. He also 
built a blacksmith shop the same season, and two years later put up a large 
building which was used as a wagon shop and chair factory. John Hinkle was 
one of Mr. Wilder’s first wagon-makers, and one Francis Peck was the first te 
preside at the anvil in the old blacksmith shop, while Ebenezer Avery, who 
later removed to Bellevue, Eaton county, made the wooden and _ rush-bottomed 
chairs. Myr. Wilder also put up the building known as the Eckford House, 
which for many years was kept as a counrty inn. This building though used 
only asa private dwelling, is still standing, and has long since become a land- 
mark of olden times. About 1835 a postoffice was established at the settlement, 
Mr. Wilder being appointed postmaster. He held the office for nearly a dozen 
years, when he was succeeded by his son, William. Mr. Wilder was what is 
termed a prominent man and almost constantly occupied some official position 
of trust, to which he had been called by the suffrages of the people. The first 
orchard in the county was at Lower Eckford and was planted by Mr. Wilder. 
Mr. Wilder died on the premises where he located, in November, 1846, aged 
sixty-four years, his companion on earth following him some years later, the 
latter ending her days at the home of her daughter, Sarah A., now Mrs. S. V. 
R. Lepper, of Marshall, and the only surviving member of the once large and 
happy household of Wilders. Mrs. Lepper is now in California for the winter, 
her absence from home not coming to the Knowledge of the writer until too 
late to receive from her, dates and incidents which would have enabled him in 
giving still further particulars, and a more complete record of this estimable 
family of pioneers. 

While the settlements already referred to were being formed, the beautiful 
plains, a portion of which later became the site of the present Village of Ho- 
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mer, were not long overlooked, for as will be seen in chapter V of this work, 
Milton Barney, then a resident of Lyons, New York, early in 1832 purchased 
a large tract of land here, covering not only the village site, but the ‘water 
power now ownell by Cortright & Sons, and occupied by the Homer Mills. In 
addition to his family, which then consisted of his wife and five children, Mr. 
Barney was accompanied, by Timothy Hamlin, Thomas McGuire, Henry 
Stanchel and a boy by the name of Richard Norris. In June of the same year, 
Robert McCully, formerly from Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, but who came 
to Michigan and settled in Ann Arbor, this State, in the fall of 1829, urrived 
and located lands adjoining this village on the north-west, which lands are 
now owned and occupied by his only son, Andrew Frank. Mr. McCully’s log 
cabin was erected about thirty rods south of the town line, and a little 
west of south of the present residence of Willard Cotton. Mr. M. was a single 
man when he came into the country and forthe next four years ‘kept bach.” 
tilled his own soil and presided over the affairs in his own kitchen. The latch- 
string of this little cabin was always out, and the weary traveler or land secker 
Was ever welcome to partake of the hospitalities within. Mr. McCully was a 
musician of some distinction for the times, and there still reside in this sec- 
tion, those who can recall many a pleasant evening spent at Robert's rude 
home listening to the melodious tones from the violin. During the summer 
and fall of 1882 still others arrived in the township, among the number being 
William and Benjamin Doolittle, brothers of Anthony, Benjamin Failing, 
David L. Iutchinson, Anthony Rogers, Loren Keep, and Erastus Enos, ill 
locating in what is now Clarendon township. The two latter were from Ilo- 
mmer, New York and arrived here in July. Mr. Rogers was from Washington 
county, New York, and located on secteon 2. Mr. Hutchinson was from Mad- 
ison county, New York; arrived in October, and first located Jands near 
the site of the I’. B. church on Cook’s Plains, building his log cabin just iwcross 
the line in Clarendon. <A few years later he sold his first purchase, and 
bought and removed on to the lands four miles west of this village, where he 
died only a few months ago. The same year also dates the arrival of Levi 
Murray, Samuel W. Douglass and Joseph Ehle, the latter locating in ‘Lower 
Eckford,” and the two former in what is now Albion township. The early 
settlers in this section, though subject to more or less privations and hardships. 
these were not so common as are usually incident to pioneer life in a new coun- 
try. «As a general thing they brought with them their own teams, farming 
tools, and drove in an ample number of other stock, and the rich and fertile 
plains being nearly destitute of timber, were ready for the plow. Bears and 
wolves, and especially the latter, were more or less annoying, as they would oc- 
casionally carry off a young pig, and even provisions of all kinds left within 
their reach. The annoyance from these animals were, however, to quite an 
extent overlooked owing to the abundance of deer, wild turkey and other 
game, which supplied the tables with delicious meats. Many of the early set- 
tlers were experts in the use of the rifle, and not only the deerand turkey, but 
the wolf and bear fell before its “deadly aim.” During the year 1832 the set- 
tlers were obliged to go to Ann Arbor for milling, where, too, they purchased 
their plows and plow repairs, the distance to Ann Arbor in those days being 2 
a seven days’ journey with ox team. A land office had been opened at White 
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Pigeon to which place those taking up government lands were Deceit ii a i 
enter the same. This journey was made by Indian trail, the convey itd 

; : i d if needs be, wou 
ally being an Indian pony, which would ford streams, an Cais ons OAEIN 
cross the same on a bridge consisting of a single log. In the oe eral ile 
spring of 1883, George Ketchum had completed his mill at M ars . Chit 
news of this gladdened the hearts, not only of the settlers in this sec ae ate 
of those throughout the county. Prior to the opening of the Ketchum mill, a 
Cook had devised a means of grinding or rather pulverizing corn. A eal | 
was made of a block cut from the end of a large log, which, with & walt 
pole arranged similar to the bucket and sweep of an old time well, with this 
exception, the base or large end of what might be termed the sweep or Spring 
pole, was permanently fastened to the logs of the house, completed the ute 
fit. The corn, which had been shelled and sufficiently dried, was placed in the 
mortar, the muscles of the younger Cook’s were brought into requisition, and 
the corn in course of time was converted into meal. Mr. James Cook says he 
well remembers the many times he has stood at the old mortar for hours, 
pounding corn. Michael Gregg, Wm. W. Wells and John Clark, the two 
former being residents of this village at the present time, in an early day con- 
structed a corn mill, which was thought to be an improvement on Mr. Cook’s, 
and consisted of a mortar, sweep and iron wedge. 

In 1838 the tide of emigration increased, and settlers came in considerable 
numbers. March, 1833, marks the era of the settlement at “The Forks,” or 
what is now the City of Albion, of Tenny Peabody and his family, Charles 
Blanchard, a nephew of Mr. Peabody, and a young man named Clark Dowling. 
Historians in the past have dated the arrival of these settlers March, 1882, but 
from papers in the possession of surviving members of the Peabody family it 
is learned that they did not arrive until March of the following year. Mr. Pea- 
body, Blanchard and young Dowling reached “The Forks” on the 4th of the 
month and went into camp across the street south of the present site of the 
Presbyterian church, where they put up a log shanty, covering it with poles 
and marsh hay. The family arrived one week later. In due time a comforta- 
ble log cabin was erected, the first habitation vacated by the househoid, and 
appropriated as a stable for sheltering stock. Later in the season came Ashael 
Finch, Wareham Warner, Peter [olmes and his two sons, Charles D.. and Pat- 
terson P.; the three Knowles, Seth, Willard and Clark; still later came Daniel 
Welch, John Fabrique, Orson West, Patrick Hatch and Frederick Ansterburg, 
all locating in what is now Albion township. About this time Stephen S. Pow- 
ers, James M. Parsons, now of Marshall, and Chauncy C. Lewis dropped in at 
“Barneyville” and located in the vicinity, Mr. Lewis locating the farm south of 
town now owned by Paul Collyer. Charles Wagoner the same year located in 
the “Pennsylvania Settlement.” Eckford also received an accession to her 
numbers by the arrival of Edwin L., and Calvin Rogers, Vine Markham and 
Charles Olin, who later became Judge Olin. 

Mr. Charles L’. Holmes, of South Albion, who ‘still resides on section 22, 
where he settled fifty-three years ago the coming June, writes; “When we lo- 
_ cated on section 22, there being no track, we found what was called ‘The 
Forks” by following the section line. For the first two years emigration was 
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small, but afterwards immense, and Homer received its share. .As evidence of 
this, in 1886 we drove from the Wabash and slaughtered one hundred head of 
cattle and the beef sold in Homer. Navigation closed early, and salt went to 
$16 per barrel. About the first thing the settlers i South ATbion did in 1833, 
after building log houses for their families, was to get together, cut, haul 
androll up’ logs fora school house. A white-wood log was procured and 
brought to “Barneyville.” where it was sawed into boards, which served for 
benches, ete. In afew days was completed a very comfortable log school 
house, believed to be the first erected in Homer. It was located on the north- 
east corner of section 34, on the farm now owned by John Ansterburg. Pat- 
terson P. Holmes taught school in this building three months the following 
winter, furnished his share of the fuel, built his own fires and for all this 
he received ten dollars per month and board —round. Thomas Holmes taught 
the second winter and of the fifteen or twenty scholars, several.came from two 
miles or more away. The books used were such as were brought by their pa- 
rents from the states from whence they came, no two alike, and yet with all 
these drawbacks, by the use of the black board, it is believed the progress in 
education would compare favorably with that of a later date, under far dif- 
ferent circumstances. In this house, the next season, the first Sunday school 
in what is now Albion, was organized. We received our first mail: at Spring 
Arbor, then at Waterbury, on the territorial road and then at Homer. In 1834 
a postoflice was established at Albion, with Jesse Crowell postmaster. Of the 
sixty-five settlers who cultivated the Jands and made improvements in the 
eastern half of Albion township prior to 1837, but thirteen, including their de- 
cendents, can be found today upon the original farms.” 

The “Fisher Settlement,” which has already been referred to, was founded 
in 1834, when Cornelius Fisher and his six sons, Philip, Matthias, John, Ben- 
jamin, Enoch and Joseph, came and settled in the south-east part of this town- 
ship. The family was from Pennsylyania. The same year dates the settle- 
ment in the same neighborhood, of John Kearns and his two sons, Jeremiah 
and Aaron, Christian Mensch and son Philip, and James McGregor. The 
lands in the “Fisher Settlement,” for beauty and fertility are among the best in 
Calhoun County. 

By an act of the Territorial Legislature in 1836, Eckford was organized as a 
separate township, the first town mecting being held at the house of Joseph 
Eble, April 4th, 1886. By a similar act in 1887, Albion also became a separate 
township, with Isaac S. Jackson as clerk, who came to Homer for the neces- 
sary records, In 1838 Clarendon in a like manner became organized as a sepa- 
rate township, leaving omer with its present boundaries. The first town 
meeting of the new township was held on the first Mouday in April of that 
year, Aaron Bartlett being chosen moderator and Timothy Hamlin, clerk. The 
first supervisor of Clerendon was Truman Rathburn; the first clerk, Timothy 
Hamlin. 

The following which is taken from the records in the office of the township 
elerk, will be found of unusual interest to many, giving, as it does, the place of 
holding the first township meeting of Homer, as originally organized, together 
with the officers elected, 1 complete list of the supervisors and clerks of 
the township from the time of its organization down to the present time, 


-XXXIli- 


30 HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS. 


with the full vote cast in various years, together with some of the more im- 
portent acts: 

“At a township meeting held at the house of Milton Barney, in Homer, on 
the first Monday of April, 1834, Henry Cook was chosen moderator, and Osha 
Wilder clerk of meeting, both of whom, being duly qualified according to law. 
The meeting being organized and proclamation made, the electors proceeded 
to ballet for the officers, and haying received and counted the votes, it appeared 
that the following officers were appointed, viz. 

* Stephen S. Powers, Supervisor. 
Chauncy C. Lewis, Township Clerk. 
Edward L. Rogers, ) 
John Fabrique, Assessors. 
Anthony Doolittle, § 
Gero. Lrrvts, Constable and Collector. 
ce a t Directors of the Poor. 

“After having made choice of the above by ballot, the electors proceeded to 
pass the following town laws which were carried by large majorities by holding 
up the right hand. 

ist. “It was voted that all fences shall be at least four feet high and a half. 

2d. “It was voted that the three lower rails shall not be more than five 
inches apart. * 

8d. “It was voted that Timothy Hamlin be a constable for said town. 

4th. “It was voted that David L. Hutchinson, Osha Wilder, Peter Ifolmes 
and Richard MeMurtree be path masters in the several districts in which they 
belong. 

6th. “It was voted that Orson West, James Hopkins and Osha Wilder be ap- 
pointed school commissioners. 

Henry Cook, Moderator. 
Osha Wilder, Clerk. 
1835.—At this meeting was cast the first vote for county oflicers, the record 
of which being as follows: ‘Ata town meeting held at the house of Milton 
Barney, in Tomer, on the 6th day of April, 1835, the following votes were 
given for Register of Deeds for the County of Calhoun, viz.: Randall Hobert 
received 44 votes; Luther Hart, 11; Horace Brace, 2‘votes. 
“We certify the above to be correct. 
Henry Cook, Moderator. 
M. Barney, Justice of Peace. 
C. C. Lewis, Clerk. 

“J certify that a copy of the above has been sent to the clerk of Cathoun 
County. : James M. Parsons, Town Clerk. 

1836—Number of votes cast 176. Lorenzo D. Collamer, Supervisor; Asel 
Woodruff, Township Clerk. Voted to puy 2 bounty of 32 for every wolf -killed. 

1837—Andrew Dorsey, Supervisor; Elisha Thornton, Clerk- Voted to pay 
$5 for each wolf killed. Voted that hogs be free commoners. 

1838—Elisha Thornton, Supervisor; David Burton, Clerk. 

1839—Number of votes cust 154. Stephen S. Powers, Supervisor; Michael 
Miller, Clerk. . 
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1840—Number of votes cast 176. Stephen S. Powers, Supervisor; Arza 
Lewis, Clerk. 

1841—Number of votes cast 138. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; Arza Lewis, 
Clerk. 

1842--Number of votes cast 128. Election held at Homer Exchange Hotel. 
Henry D. Garrison, Supervisor; James Humeston (2d), Clerk. 

1843—Number of votes cast 142. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; James Humes- 
ton (2d), Clerk. 

1844—Number of votes cast 146. David Benton, Supervisor; David L. Ma- 


haney, Clerk. 

1845—Number of votes cast 153. Election held at Homer [lotel. Joseph 
Gibbs, Supervisor; James IIumeston (2d), Clerk. 

1846—Number of votes cast 156. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; James [umes- 
ton, Clerk. 

1847—Number of votes cast 154. Elisha Thornton, Supervisor; Philetus S. 
Wilson, Clerk. 

1848—-Number of votes cast 151. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; Philetus S. Wil- 
son, Clerk. . . 

1849—Josiah N. Westcott, Supervisor; P. S. Wilson, Clerk. 

1850—Josiah N. Westcott, Supervisor; P. S. Wilson, Clerk. 

1851—Number of votes cast 143. Hiram Smith, Supervisor; Justin D. Wool- 
ley, Clerk. oa 

1852--Number of votes cast 187. Hiram Smith, Supervisor; Edward Hender- 
son, Clerk. 

1853—Number of votes cast 167. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Justin D- 
Woolley, Clerk. 

1854—Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; P. S. Wilson, Clerk. 

1855--Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Michel Gregg, Clerk. 

1856—Number of votes cast 218. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Heber 
Crissey, Clerk. : 

1857—Number of votes cast 168. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Heber Crissey, 
Clerk. 

1858—Number of votes cast 191. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Heber Crissey, 
Clerk. 

1859—Number of votes cast 237. Philo Gibbs, Supervisor; Edward Hen- 
derson, Clerk. 

1860—Numnber of votes cast 236. Rufus Hill, Supervisor; Edward Hender- 
son, Clerk. 

1861—Number of votes cast 231. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Heber 
Crissey, Clerk. 

1862—Number of votes cast 265. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Vernon 
Parks, Clerk. 

18683—Number of votes cast 249. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Vernon 
Parks, Clerk. Vernon Parks died while in office and Byron Smith was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. : 

1864—Number of votes cast 231. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Mason 
Gibbs, Clerk. « 
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1865—Number of votes cast 245. George H. French, Supervisor: David L- 
Mahaney, Clerk. ei os 

1866—Number of votes cast 259. George H. French, Supervisor: 
W. Hatch Clerk. pie 

1867—Number of votes cast 283. Philo Gibbs, Supervisors Henry H. Parks, 
Clerk. ° ‘ sett 

1868—Number of votes cast 318. George H. French, Supervisors Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1869—Number of votes cast 303. Benjamin F. 
win R. Smith, Clerk. 

1870—Number of votes cast 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1871—Number of votes cast 319. 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1872—Number of votes cast 
Seymour, Clerk. 7 

1873—Number of yotes cast 319. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor: Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1874—Number of votes cast 330. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor: Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1875—Number of votes cast 349. Stephen F. Snyder. 
Lane, Clerk. : 

1876—Number of votes cast 357. Stephen F. Snyder. 
Lane, Clerk. 

1877—Number of votes cast 377. B. F. Wetherbee, Supervisor; George D. 
Cleveland, Clerk. 

1878—Number of votes cast 358. Albert IT. Spaulding, Supervisor; Chis. D. 
Burt, Clerk. 

1879—Number of votes cast 386. Albert If. Spaulding, Supervisor; Danicl 
Dorsey, Clerk. 

1880—Number of votes cast 407, A. TI. Spaulding, Supervisor; Charles IT. 
Mahaney, Clerk. 

1881—Number of votes cast 391. Amsden J. Anson, Supervisor; William .\. 
Lane, Clerk. 

1882—Number of votes cast 387. Amsden J. Anson, Supervisor: William W. 
Snider, Clerk. 

1888—Number of votes cast 863. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; W. W. Snider. 
Clerk. 

1884—Number of votes cast 418. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; Leander T. 
Van Horn, Clerk. 

1885—Number of votes cast 453. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; W. W. Snider, 
Clerk. 

1886—Number of votes cast £70. Stephen R. Allen, Supervisor; W. W. Sni- 
der, Clerk. 

1887—Number of yotes cast 492. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; W. W. Sni- 
der, Clerk. 


Maitland 


Wetherbee, Supervisor; Ed- 


339. B. F. Wetherbec. Supervisor: Edward 
B. F. Wetherbee. Supervisor: Edward 


360. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor: George 


Supervisor; William .\. 


Supervisor; William .\. 
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HOME OF MILTON BARNEY. 


CHAPTER V. 


SETTLEMENT OF HOMER VILLAGE, 


Fifty-five years ago, on the south bank of the Kalamazoo river, about fifteen 
feet due south from the present site of the Homer Mills, nestled the home of 
Milton Barney, the founder of Homer village or what was then known as 
Barneyville. Just west of the house in 1883 a small frame building was erected 
for store purposes, while to the east and north of the dwelling, a little saw 
mill had been built and the valuable water power was being utilized. The ac- 
companing illustration is a faithful representation of Barneyville, or Homer, 
in those days, giving, as it does, not only the outward appearance of the build- 
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mediate surroundings, even 


ings, but the exact locations, together with the im ed by the earlier settlers: 


to the roadway over the dam, which will be recogniz time beaten In- 
while further to the west and ascending the hill, is seen the ae ce. forest.” 
dian trail over which, daily, traveled the long lines of ‘red mop E ld senaiaitle 
In order to get a correct view of this illustration, the reader 8 a ee acre 
himself standing on the north side of the river, from which “gaat sale mney se 
south. Milton Barney was from Lyons, New York. In the ear yo ae er 
1832 he explored this region, and fully appreciating the valuable wa pee a fai 
surrounded as it was by a large section of country which for Denwby ; es pr! 
tility could not be surpassed, he purchased a large tract of Used CONE a os 
only the water power, but a large portion of the present village atte Lee : Bee 
intention of not only making the place his home, but of making it # oes a 
center of considerable importance. After completing bis purchase, he a oa ee 
to Lyons for his family, arriving here on his return trip in September © th 

same year. At this time in addition to his family, Mr. Barney WAR. AGCOM 
panied by an ample number of workmen, among them being Timothy Een, 
Thomas McGuire, ITenry Stanchel and a boy named Richard Norris. Mr. 3a - 
ney also brought with him, mill irons afd other material for the construction 
and operation of a saw mill. While the log house was being erected, the ae 
neers occupied tents, which they pitched on the bank of the river. The first 
night after the arrival, young Norris accepted the hospitalities of an Tndian’s 
wigwam, which hospitalities had been kindly tendered him by a “son of the 
forest.” Soon after the arrival here, Mr. Barney procured the services of Osha 
Wilder, who was a surveyor, and proceeded to lay out the village plat. Tn 1855 


he brought on astock of merchandise, placed the same in the little — ees 
ine. In 


site 
1835 the 


ing which has been referred to, and opened trade in the mercantile 
the following year this little building with the contents was moved to the 


now occupied by Mrs. Woodbury’s millinery shop, and inthe fall of 
stock was transferred to a larger and more commodious building erected on 
the corner of Main and Sophia streets, the site being now occupicd by O; L. 
Linn’s clothing establishment. The first store building being vacated, was 
transformed into a school house and devoted to educational purposes, with Miss 
Aurelia, a daughter of Milton Barney, as teacher. This was the first school 
taught in the village, and it was taught in the first frame building erected here. 
As has been stated in chapter IIL, the building is still in existence and consti- 
tutes a part of a dwelling house on Hamilton street, and is now owned by Al- 
bert Collins. The second building already referred to, was burned in the big 
fire of May 3d, 1876, being owned and occupied at the time by M. W. Hatch as a 
drug store. 

.In the spring or summer of 1833 Frederick R. Match from Hampden county, 
Massachusetts, and James Parsons from Lyons, New York, arrived at Barney- 
ville, the latter entering the employ of Mr. Barney, as clerk in the store. Mr. 
Hatch left his family in New England until the summer of 1835, when they, 
too, came to Homer, being accompanied by Samuel W. Hamilton and family. 
Mr. Hamilton was « brother of Mrs. Hatch. Mr. Hateh was a carpenter and 
builder by trade, and was the principal mechanie in the erection of several of 
the more important buildings in the place prior to 1839, suchas Barney's second 
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store building; the Homer Hotel, erected by Mr. Barney in 1834 and enlarged 
some years later; The “Green Mountain House” or what is now known as the 
“Commercial,” put up in 1837-8, a portion of this house was being erected for 
Reuben Gridley, father of Abram Gridley, when Mr. Hatch purchased and en- 
larged the same with the express purpose of making the house a public inn. 

Mr. Barney lived in his log house, where he also boarded his workmen and 
entertained travelers, until the omer Hotel was completed, when he removed 
to the latter, and opened it as a public house and as such it was kept until 
May of 1887—/ifty-three years. 

In 1835 the buildings in the village could be enumerated as follows, which 
are given in the order of their erection: Barney’s log house, the little store 
building, Homer Ifotel, hotel barn, store épposite hotel, little building just 
east of present site of engine house, occupied by the Hatch family; across the 
street south a Jittle house occupied temporarily by the [amiltons, and later 
as a store by Hawley & Eley. this building now constitutes a part of Thomas 
5S. Dorsey’s residence; a blacksmith shop on the present site of Allen Brothers’ 
shop, near which was also a dwelling house, both being owned by Champion 
Eslow, who sold the same the following year to Andrew Dorsey, father, of 
Thomas 8. and William A., now of this village; the John Burt house on 
Ilillsdale street, near the present site of the residence of Mrs. Higby, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. Burt; and the frame school house still further south on the same 
street. 

The Homer Mills, which burned January 25th, 1886, and which occupied the 
site of the new Homer Mills, were erected by a stock company in 1887-5, at an 
expense of $20,000. The mill company consisted of Milton Barney, Walter 
Wright, Nelson D, Skeeles, Asahel Finch jr., and a Mr. Platt. In tire Elisha 
Thornton came into possession of the controlling interest, and still later the 
mills were owned and operated by Thornton, Hiram Smith and Thomas %. 
Dorsey. In January, 1849, Thornton and Dorsey sold to LB. S. Redfield, and 
soon after, Arza Lewis purchased an interest, when for a few years the mills 
were run by Smith, Lewis & Redfield. In 1860 the property passed into the 
hands of B. & E.R. Smith, and some twelve years later was transferred to 
the late Judge Emons, of Detroit, whose heirs in 1887 sold the water power, 
lands and mill site to Cortright & Sons, the present owners. The Calhoun 
Mills, just north of this village, and which are now owned by A. HE. Randall, 
were erected by a stock company in 1839-40, at a cost of $35,000, the company 
consisting of James Hopkins, Arza Lewis, Hiram Smith, J. M. B. Weatherwax, 
IIenry Cook and Abram Letts, the latter at the time owning the James Worth- 
ington farm. Anson Southerland, now a resident of Dunkirk, New York, was 
the millwright in the construction of both mills. 

An institution of early days was the “Farmers? Bank of Homer,” it) came 
into existence in 1837, reached its highest altitude in 1838, and became a thing 
only of the past in 1840. It was inaugurated under the plan known as the 
“wild cat” banking system and it was the first bank of the kind opened in the 
State, the letters of incorporation dating August 19, 18387. Milton Barney was 
made president and Asahel Finch jr., cashier. The principal directors were 
Mr. Barney, Hiram Smith, Ava Lewis, Henry Cook, John Burt, N. D. Skeeles 
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and Walter Wright, of Homer, and Leonard Stowe. of Concord. At the time 
of its incorporation Asahel Finch was a member of the State Legislature from 
Lenawee county, and upon the adjournment of that body, came to Homer and 
accepted the position of bank cashier. The first counting room of the estub- 
lishment was in a rear corner of Mr. Barney’s store, the business being trans- 
acted through an open window atthe north end of the building. to get to 
which the patrons were compelled to let down or climb a railfence. The same 
year a frame building for banking purposes was erected on the present site of 
Thomas Lyon’s fine banking house, and still later the directors built the up- 
right of the brick building, which is still standing in the rear of the site of 
the first one erceted. About the time the new structure was ready for oceu- 
pancy, the great crash to banking industries throughout the country came. and 
the “Farmers Bank of Homer” fell into line, and with all its kind, closed its 
doors and became extinct. 

Silk culture was tried in Homer in an early day, when Michiel Miller in) 1540 
planted a mulberry grove, and constructed a covoonsry on the premises nos 
owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Francis Stevens on Ifillsdale street. Mrs. 
Steyens being a daughter of Mr. Miller. The enterprise proved a failtire. lhow- 
ever, and silk culture was abandoned a few years later. Still another indns- 
try of early days was what later became known as the ‘Chicago Beef Pa 
Company,” receiving its appellation from the brand “Chicago Beef” plaice: 
the pac ses, and which brand in due time got thecompany into a littl ti 
which resulted in the closing up of its affairs The company had. however. 
done an extensive business for a year or more. buying and sluughtering im- 
mense numbers of cattle and hogs, packing the beef and pork. A 1 


good deul 


of the stock killed was evidently not of the best. quality. for in) speaking of it 
old settlers say some of the cattle had to be held up to be knocked down. t 
business was carried on in the building still standing on the north side of T 
street, east of Sophia, which building is known as the “old ashery r 

its name from being erected for, and used as an ashery prior to being conve 
into the “Chicago Beef Company's” packing house. Some two years prior te 


resident of Marshall. This ashery run two or three yeurs and did considerabl: 
business. 

In 1836 David C. Morgan and Asel Woodratf both from New York state. ar- 
rived at Homer and opened a cabinet and chair factory in a building er 
on Main street, a short distance east of Mrs. Henderson's dwelling 1 
tinued in business until 1841, when Mr. Woodruff died. The same year of 
arrival of Morgan and Woodrulf, Henry Hawley and Amsden Eley, from Sa 
toga county, New York, came and opened a grocery in the little builidi 
which has been referred to as being the temporary abode of the [Lamilten’s. 
Later, Hawley & Eley erected a building for their trade at the corner of Main 
and Webster streets, on ground which later became the site of Ellery P. Pot. 
ter’s foundery which was burned in the summer of 1871. Hawley & Eley con- 
tinued in trade until 1889, when Mrs. Hawley became insane and the tamil 
returned east. Mr. Hawley died some years later at Schenectady, New York, 
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In 1841 Mr. Eley removed to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he died some years 
ago, and where his widow still resides. 

In addition to the buildings erected in an early day, and which have — 
mentioned as still in existence, we may also add, the upright to the dwelling at 
the corner of Sophia and Fulton streets, now owned by Thomas Rainey, and 
which was erected by William Vreland in 1837. It was originally located on 
Ilillsdale street, on the present site of Rev. Bela Fancher’s residence, and was 
sold by Mr. Fancher and removed to its present location in 1867. The house 
on the corner of Hillsdale and Adams streets now owned and occupied by Dr. 
Bangham, was erected in 18386 by Frederick Hatch, and was oc cupied as a 
dwelling by his widow until her death, August 20th, 1884. The house of Thos. 
Walford was erected for a Presbyterian church in 1887, and was located 
atthe south-west corner of Webster and Adams street. The stone house on 
Hillsdale street, now owned and occupied by Albert Collins, was built in 1837 
or 1838 by Milton Barney. Edward Wenderson’s dwelling house on Main 
street, was erected by Asel Woodruff in 18387. The upright to Mrs. E. Roberts" 
residence, east of Henderson’s, was built in the same year, by Mr. Morgan. 
John Hoffman’s residence, opposite the Osborn House, north, was put up for 
Ilenry D. Garrison in 1840, and was occupied fora time asa store. L. D. 
Bradley’s tenant house on Leigh street, and which was moved from its original 
location at the corner of Sophia and Everett strects, was erected by Ellery P-. 
Potter in 1840. This building was for many years owned and occupied by Dr. 
Nims, and later became the home of the Westcotts. The main part of the 
residence of Dr. Cook, corner of Hillsdale and Leigh streets, was built in 1540 
by David Burt jr., father of C. D. Burt. The'two buildings now used as barns 
by 8. R. Allen and Silas Curtis, respectively, are worthy of mention, being, as 
they were in early days, the homes of two prominent and energetic business 
men, Hiram Smith and Arza Lewis. 

The first burying ground in the village was west of the residence of If. O. 
Cook, near the intersection of Main street and the C. J. & M. railroad. The 
spot was set off by Mr. Barney in 1835, especially for the sepulture of the dead, 
the remains of William Powers being the first therein interred, his death 
occurring in August of the following year, which was the first death in the 
township. A few years later what is now known as the old) cemetery, located 
on Webster street, was plated, the lands being donated by Mr. Thornton and 
John Burt. Lhe new cemetery was purchased and plated for a burial ground 
in 1874. 

The first carriage making was carried on in 1836 by Geo. Ballentine, at 
present making his home with the Hendersons, in this village. Mr. Ballentine 
sold to Benton & Dorsey in the following year. In 1836 Asel Woodruff and 
David C. Morgan opened the first cabinet shop, and were the first to manu- 
facture chairs in this place. In 1885 or 6 Samuel Shaw did the first: tailoring 

- in the village, and in the year following, A. J. Chestney did the tirst) painting. 
The first exclusive boot and shoe trade was begun in 1887, by N. B. Eaton, and 
three years later Harvey Foote opened the first harness shop. Champion Es- 
low did the first blacksmithing in 1835, and the same year Dr. Bonner, the 
first physician, eame in with his saddle bags to look ufter the sick. Allen 
Deming commenced law practice in Homer in 1889. In 1840) David) Benton, 
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Andrew Dorsey and Elisha Thornton, under the firm name of D. Benton & Co., 
began the manufacture of fanning mills, which had an extensive sale in later 
years. In 1841 a foundery was started by E. G. Champion, who sold the same 
to E. P. Potter and Rufus Hill, the latter’s interest being purchased by L. 
Champion, the firm then becoming Potter & Champion. The new firm added 
a machine shop, a planing milland moulding room to the establishment, and 
some years later built the first steam engine in the place. For dates and 
early history of our schools, churches, secret societies, etc., the reader is re- 
ferred to a chapter‘devoted especially to these matters. : 

On July 4th, 1836, a dance was held at the Homer Hotel of which Mr. Bar- 
ney was proprietor, and one John Graham, then at work for F. R. Hatch in 
Marshall, was manager of the dance. The dance turned out to be a Marshall 
affeir, it being deemed that the Homer people did not have the right cut to 
their garments nor the graceful movements to their underpinnings to alla-man- 
left. or do-si-do with the “calicoes” and “big neck ties” from the county seat. 
Our Homer people felt slighted, and concluded to have a time of their own. 
The event came off on the 14th of the same month, and David C. Morgen, Wm. 
Vreland-and Richard Norris were chosen managers. Everybody was invited, 
and those who did not dance occupied one corner of the hall, where they played 
“snap and catch him,” while those who shook the ‘cow hides” monopolized the 
other, the division line being designated by a blue ribbon. Mr. Barney served 
an excellent supper and all had a good time. ' 

David C. Morgan once used a bed sheet fora boat sail, after which John 
Graham inscribed the following on the hotel register: 

“Captain D. C. with his excellent skill erected a boat down here by the mill, 

And when his sheets were well filled and he had a good’ breeze, 

He could sail about as fast as he could crawl on his knees.” 

In an early day a young man went to see Mrs. Abram Letts’ hired girl, 
(Letts owned the Worthington farm) and when he was returning home he was 
frightened by a lot of young fellows, who had hidden in the bush by the road- 
side. The young man yelling at every jumpran to a barn some distance 
away, Where he remained until morning, and the next day gave a glowing 
description of how he was chased by wolves. The young man was Calvin 
Burt, who now lives in Detroit, and although he can not run as fast now as 
then, yet those who know him assert that he can tell a wolf story just as well. 


CHAPTER VI. 


OUR PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS. 


POWELL GROVER, 
whose portrait appears opposite page 19, was born at Pittston, Luzerne county, 
Pennsylvania, Noyember 2, 1806, of English-Scotch descent, his ancestors being 
numbered among the earlier settlers of America. His grandfathe rved in 
the war for independence, and his great grandfather was a soldier in the 
French-Indian war under Gen. Wolf. Powell was left an orphan at twelve 
years of age. Upon arriving at manhood he conceived the idea of settling in 
the then far West, and early in 1832 he set out for Michigan and located Tands 
on section 11, of what is now Homer township. In the fall of 1835 he returned 
to his native state, and also visited New Jersey, where, on the 19th of January, 
46, he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Cool, of Knowlton, Warren 
county, that state. and with his young bride returned to his possessions in this 
township. From this union seven children were born, John C., married 
F. Adelaid Clark, Dee. 3, 1863, now resides in South Albion; Alexander, 
married Caroline G. Wartung July 3, 1863, resides in Parma; Milton, who 
died in infancy, March 16, 1844; Len, who resides on the old farm; Hiram 
Gardner, Indianapolis, Ind.; Josephine, who married Geo. IT. Graves, Dee. 17, 
1863, now residing in Albion; Millie, a maiden lady living at the same place; 
and Dillie, who married William Anderson, of Romeo, this State, May 22, 
1886. There are two grandchildren. Mable, daughter of Alexander, and 
Frank J., ason of Josephine. Politically, Mr. Grover was a strong abolition- 
ist, believing that every man had a soul—the black man as well as the white. 
ee ee fs Was it perins enter ane the a in — i He died Oct. 
3, 1881, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, Mrs. Grover following to the 
eternal home two days later, both being laid away to rest in the Riverside cem- 
etery, Albion. 
RICHARD A. MCMURTRIE 
was born in Oxford, Sussex county, New Jersey, April 27, 1799. In 1809, with 
his father’s family, he removed to Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, where be 
remained until early in 1832, when, as stated elsewhere in this work, he set 
out for Michigan and settled in this township, locating his lands on section 2 
and 11. On July 4, 1834, he was united in mi iage to Miss Nancy J., daugh- 
ter of Frederick Ansterburg. Mr. MeMurtrie’s first house was a log cabin, but 
two years later he built a frame house. In 1839 he erected a barn 40x60 feet. 
with underground basement, and nine years later put up the brick house in 
which he died, November 27, ’82._ His first farm implements are worthy of men- 
tion, being made by his own prio from Le be ieieae drsoilels oF us own devising. 
The wheels of his wagon were circles sawed from the endof a large peppri 
log, and the axletrees were of white oak. His wheat was put in by the use of 
a crotched drag with wooden teeth. He went to Ann Arbor, or White Pigeon 
to mill and to get his plow-shares sharpened. He drew oats and pork to Adrian, 
where he sold the former for ten cents a bushel. At the time of his death 
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he was the owner of 520 acres of land, of which 240 were in this township, 160 
in Pulaski and 120 in Albion. He was upright in deal with his fellow men, 
was always full of sport, which made the home of “Uncle Dick” and “Aunt 
Nancy” a pleasant place to visit by the young as well as the old. Mr. M. had 
five children, Joseph F., married Cornelia Whitney, and lives in South Albion: 
John, married Ellen Patterson, and resides in this village; Aiten, who _mar- 
ried Fila Thorne, and lives in Litchfield; Sarah, widow of the late David 
Johnson, who died in Albion Feb. 11, 781; and Mary, who died in 1865, at 
which time she was Mr. Johnson’s first wife. Mrs. MeMurtrie is still living. 
and resides with her daughter, Mrs. Johnson, in Pulaski. Portraits of Mr. and 
Mrs. MeMurtrie will be found opposite page 19. 


HENRY MORGAN MCMURTRIE, 


brother of Richard, was born in Oxford, N. J., Sept. 30, 1806, and was three 
In 1831 Ifenry 


now residing near this village. 

which was the home of the bride. Miss Leach was from 

born in Ontario, Wayne county, that state, in 1816. On her seventeenth birth- 
day, in company with her sister’s family, the late Mrs. David) Agn t 
out for Michigan. The party crossed Lake Evie and arrived in Detr 

Miss Leach, her sister and the two children remained until Mr. Agne 

walk to Homer and return with a team to convey them to this place. 

Miss Leach came to Michigan she designed returning to New York the 


mov 
Albion for the purpose of educating his children and four years later foll: 
the tide of emigration to Tov and located 800 acres of land in Ds 
Wnneshiek county, that state, where on the 12th of November, of the 
year, (1855) he died, and where his companion on earth still resides. Mr. 
Muttrie was the father of four children, Susan M., who married Theodor 
Crandell, Oct. 28, °59, resides at Northwood, Iowa; Abner IL., killed in) battl: 
near Jackson, Miss., J 2,63; Thomas E., married Libbie Cook, March “67, 
lives, North Bend, Wis.; and Violetta E.. married C. W. Burdick, Feb. 
and resides at Decorah, Iowa. There are five grand children, Violetta 
John A., children of Susan; Allen S. aud May 
George H., son of Thomas. Mr. MeMurtrice was f wu 
acter. He was generous toa fault, his house was universally the stopp 
place of ministers of the gospel, so much so that his brother *Diek™ used to 
say; “The Methodist preachers will cat you out of house and home: 
Henry’s answer was; “Though I die poor I shall be rich in the world to come. 
WILLIAM WINTERSTEEN 
was born in the State of New Jersey, January 11, 1802. When a mere child, 
with his father’s family he removed to Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, where 
he passed his boyhood days, and on the 20th of June, 1822, was married to 
Miss Margaret MeMurtrie. He came to Michigan in 1832, and returned tor 
his family in the following spring. Mrs. Wintersteen died inthis township, Oct. 
4, 1864. On the 18th of October, 1866, Mr. Wintersteen was again marricd. 
this time to Mrs. Deborah Smith. Mr. Wintersteen was identified in the ear! 
history of the township as one aiding with a generous hand all worthy enter- 
prises. It was at his house where the first school was taught, he engaging a 
teacher to teach his own children and those of his neighbors. Te was unis- 


HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS. 43 


staning in manner, quiet and unobtrusive, ever kind and cheerful and especial- 
ly so to those whose home was at his own fireside. On the 12th of October, 

, this old pioneer, in the winter of life and with the leaves of autumn, 

ed peacefully away, his life’s duties ended, his work well done. Mr. Win- 
tersteen was the father of four children, all born in Pennsylvania, H. Albert. 
now living in East IIomer; Mary Ann, now Mrs. Daniel Penoyer, of South 
Albion; Sarah, who was Mr. Penoyer’s first wife and who died Feb. 14th, 18625; 
and Tlenry, who also resides in East Homer, and who was married to Imogene 
M. Rogers, August 18, 1 Grandchildren.—To TI. Albert: Franklin F.. 
Annie O., who died Feb. 7 7, 18 William H., Forrest D., Carrie M., Rena Maud, 
Mahala A., and Lewis S. To Mary: Sidney E., Julia and Sarah. To Henry: 
Almanda, who died in the spring of °63, aged four years. IT. Albert has been 
four times married, first to Ruth Ann Rogers, who died Noy. 16, second 
to Mary A. Wood, who dicd April 25, °64; third to Mahala D. Bentley, who 
died May 10, °71; and fourth to Mrs. Isabella M. Deming, who is still living. 


MWENRY COOK [portrait.] 


was born in Palestine, Montgomery county, N. Y., Feb. 16, 1788. Upon reach- 
ing his majority he worked for a time for his father, by the month, and later 
removed to Onieda county, where, on August 7th, IS14, he was married to Miss 
Maria Mumbrue, who died in’ Eckford, this State, June 15, 1871. The family 
came to Michigan in 1831 and settled in Saline, Washtenaw county, and the 
following spring came to Fekford, as has been St: ited in chapter TLV. Mr. Cook 
was what might be termed a public spirited man, and was of ® kind and gen- 
erous disposition. In church matters he was an carnest christian and a liberal 
giver. He and Mrs. Cook were among the members who organized the Con- 
gregational church on the Plains, in 1884, which church was merged into the 
Presbyterian church, of this village, which was organized in 1838, at > which 
time he was elected deacon, and continuously occupied some official position in 
said church up to the time of his death, which occurred September 14, 1s74. 
Te was a large owner of real estate, at one time his lands consisting of 1,200 
aeres. Te aequired a handsome property and at the time of his death was 
one of the wealthiest men in this section. Uis homestead, which is now 
owned by his youngest son, Theodore, is one of the finest farms in Southern 
Michigan. Mr. Cook was the father of twelve children: John, born March 15, 
1815, was never married and resides at the old homestead in Eckford: Syiva- 
nus, born Oet. 25, 1816, married Lucy Oliver: W illiam, born May 8, ISIS, mitr- 
ried Louise Cook: James Henry, born Jan ~ mnarried Lucinda Prior. 
who died in an early day, his yd wile beins Aurelia Osborn, reside in this. 
Village; Elizabeth, born Noy. 1s20, died Feb 17. 1862. being the wife of 
3M. Eamans, of Benton Harbor: Jane. born Oct. 29. D828. died Oct. 22. 
; Stephen, born Dec. 6, 1825, married Mary Sheldon, resides at Benton 
Harbor; Christina, born Noy. 1se27. died Oct. 26. 1854. being the wife of Ozro 
Buckingham; Rachael. born June 29. 1880, now Mrs. John Powers, south of 
this village; Daniel, born Feb, 12, 1s mitrricd Bryant and lives at 
Riverside; Esther, born Mareh 15, 1885, widow of late George Mitehell. 
Charles City, Towa: and Theodore, born Mareh $8. E839, married Juliv Hater, 
and resides on the old farm in Eckford. 


JOUN COOK, [portrait.] 


oldest son of Henry Cook, was born in Verona, Onieda county. N.Y... Mareh 
15, 1815, came to Michigan with his father’s family in 1882. sinee which time 
he has lived in Eckford, and on the same farm where the fi unily first) settled, 
or a period of nearly fifty-six years. Mr. Cook is an sapersie edo and prac- 
tical apiarist, and fora humber of years has devoted a good deal of time to 
the culture of bees. “Unele John,” as he is more Clnigon ealled) by those 
who know him best, is of a generous disposition, h kind word) tor one snd 
all, and has not an enemy in the wide world. Tle was never married. 
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SYLVANUS Cook, [portrait.] 


od of 316, C2 

second son of Henry Cook, was born in Verona. N.Y., ee eek Barat 
Michigan in 1832 and March 18, 1840, married Miss Luey - nit Miss Oliver 
born in North Hero, Grand Isle county, Vermont, Dee. = Rt “3, Betsy Waldron 
was of a family of eleven children, herself and one sister, : en Clarendon until 
being the only ones now living. Mr. and Mrs. Cook residec cane resided here. 
about 1863, when they remoyed to this village and have Presb -terian church 
For nearly half a century they have been members of the ieee ee fedosome 
of which organization Mr. Cook has for many years continual y ot They had 
official position, at the present time being a Deacon and Elder. Elizabeth 
three children, Emaline A., born January 25, “41, died Sep, 17, Poa resides 
M., born June 13, 44, married Walter P. Marsh, January 3, oat rH May 2 
in Clarendon; Henry O., born April 6, ’51, miurried | Libbie ae Oct 6 in 

77, she died Feb. 28, °79, married second wife, Jennie E. beta tia se Banas ae 
and resides in this village. Grandchildren.—Sons of Elizabeth liedl £ Feb. 17 
Henry. Children of Henry O.: Sylvanus G., born Nov. ! 1, 7EBy, CIE eu 14, 
79; Libbie I. born April 6, °85, and Helen O., born May 6, 1587. 


JAMES If. COOK, 


fourth son of Henry Cook, was born in Verona, January 26, 1520, ae to 
Michigan in 1882, married Miss Lucinda Prior in 1840; she died in 154 7 .® ee 
ried second wife, Miss Aurelia Osborn, Nov. 15, 1845. Children. —Henry Mar- 
tin, died Sept. 26, 49, aged one year and two months; Hattie E.. wife ot 
James P. Bickford, of Eckford; Emma L.; James Il. j who married _ Miss 
Kittie Osborn, and resides in this village; and Helen Louise, who with Emma 
L., reside with their parents at the homestead in this place. 7 here is but one 
grandchild, Edna, little daughter of James. Mr. and Mrs. Cook lived in 


Eckford until 1861, when they removed to this village, where they have since 
resided. “Uncle Jim” is the jolly as well as the fat member of the original 
Cook family, and his home is one of the happiest homes in the place. 


THEODORE Cook, [portrait.] 


youngest son of the Henry Cook houeshold, still resides on the farm in Eekf« ord 
where he was born March 8, 1839. About twelve years ago he was unite l in 
marriage to Miss Julia Hafer. They have no children. Theodore has one of 
the finest farms, not only in this section, but in Southern Michigan. Tis tine 
residence occupies a site but a few rods to the west of the original Cook cabin 
erected in 18382, which was not only the first house erected in the township, 
but the house in which the first school in Homer township, as originally or- 
ganized, was taught. Mr. and Mrs. Cook are estimable people, and relatives 
of each continuously share the hospitalities of their elegant home. 

MILTON BARNEY, [porirait.] 
was born in New Marlborough, Mass., Feb. 3, 1796. Upon arriving at mian- 
hood he removed to Lyons, N. Y., and about 1818 married Sophia Dorsey. an 
aunt of Thomas S. and William A. Dorsey, now residents of this village: came 
to Michigan in 1882, and was the first white settler in this village. In 1S43 he 
removed to Detroit and purchased the Woodworth Hotel, which he kept until it 
was destroyed by fire. He later went to Chicago, where he kept the American 
Temperance Hotel until the spring of 52, when with his family he crossed the 
plains to California and settled in Sacramento, where he died January 5, S879. 
Mrs. Barney was born in Libertytown. Maryland, in L800, and died ‘in Sacra- 
mento in September, °75. Mr. and Mrs. Barney had eight children: Aurelia, 
who married Elisha Thornton, now lives in California; Mary, now Mrs. M. D. 
Kellogg, Oakland, the same state; Daniel, who died in California in 1859. or 
*60; Caroline, who died in Detroit in “45 or 6; Elanor, who marvied a Mr. 
Brady, resides in Sacramento, Cal.; Henry, who died here in Tomer in ‘tt 
aged ten years; Delia, now Mrs. Ingrham, of Sacramento; and Elizabeth, who 
married a Mr. Coe and lives in Sanfrancisco. . : 


-xviil- 
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me ; OSHA WILDER 

Ane Pee ees Worcester county, Mass., July 16, ‘1784. February 4, 
Dutchess Espa Miss Cornelia Anthony, who was born at Fishkill, 
York Cit Rev ie . o> Aug. 10, 1791, the ceremony taking place in New 
the family f lo SEO: Spring officiating. Mr. Wilder came to Michigan in 1831, 
U Ne ni'y following the next year (see page 25.) Mr. Wilder died in Eckford 
in November, 1846, his wife at Marshall some years later. They had a large 


family of sons and two d: or < lv aah 
ahAll, te naw lieing: » daughters, only one, Mrs. S. V. R. Lepper, of Mar- 


- Pa SAMUEL W. HAMILTON. 

ew of the carly pioneers were better known in this and adjoining towns 
Le ea eoet Watson Tamilton. THe was born in Granville, Hampden county, 
ABH. J pril 18, 1801, and was married to Miss Sarah Parsons, of the same 
place, March 9, 1824. Tis ancestors on his father’s side were Scotch-Irish, on 
his mother 8, English, but both families for several generations had been resi- 
dents of Masachusetts. He had two brotl and three sisters, one of the 
latter being Mrs. Mila A. Hateh, whose portrait appears in this work. Mr. U. 
with his family came to Michigan in 1885, arriving in Homer in June of that 
year, They came with the Frederick R. [atch family, and the journey from 
Detroit, which was made with two ox t ams, occupied a week. A Mr. Taylor, 
from Long Meadow, Mass.. accompanied them with a one-horse wagon. It 
was i beautifal stummer’s diy when the little party, as they came over the Con- 
cord road hill, saw for the first time the little unlet which was to be their 
home. Mr. IL. w 


In 1837 Mr. HH. 
chased of the government the desirable farm south of this village, now owned 
by T. TH. Janes, built him a house and moved into the same the following year. 
Mr. Hamilton was an active member of the M. E. church from early mantiood. 
he was one of the first of the Homer society and was a steward and class 
leader in the church for many years. He took an active part in erecting the 
old woodensstructure, which for many years occupied the site of the present 
chureh edifice. The itinerant ministers of early days always found a welcome 
under his roof. He was a noble and upright man. In polities he was a Jeffer- 
sonian Democrat. He died on his farm south of this village, after a long and 
painful illness, March 81, 1851; his wife, one of the kindest and most devoted 
mothers, following him to the world beyond, July 21, "64. She died at the 
home of her son-in-law, Il. I. Dorsey, in Albion. Both funerals were held at 
the old M. E. chureh. and both were buried in the old cemetery on Webster 
street, this village. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton had eight children: Betsey Adelia: 
Milo Dwight, Orpha Clarinda, Emma Almira, Mila Almeda, Frank Parsons, 
Samuel Liman, and Sarah: of these, five are still living and are all residents of 
this State: Milo D., Monroe; O. Clarinda, now Mrs. IL. If. Dorsey, Ubion: 
Emma A.. wife of Jackson Howell, of the same place; M. Almeda. now Mrs. 
Frank Rice, Paris: and Rey. Samuel Tamilton, a minister of the M. E. church, 


Buchanan. 
MILO DWIGHT HAMILTON, [portrait.] 

second child, and oldest son of Samuel W. Hamilton, was born in Blanford, 
ITampden county, Mass. Oct. 5. 1828, and came with his father’s family to [Lo- 
mer in 1885. [lis boyhood days w spent in this village and on the farm 
south of here, and his education was obtained in the village and country dis- 
trict schools, with one term at the academy in the old bank building. In the 
spring of 1846 he apprenticed himself to Seth Lewis, of the Marshall States- 
man, to learn the printing business He was foreman of the Liberty Press, 
a free soil paper published in Battle Creek, when that establishment was de- 
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stroyed by tire in 1849. In the summer of 1850 he went to Detroit, and became 
a member of the Detroit Free Press staff in the spring of *54, and eon hon 
year became commercial reporter for the Detroit Daily Advertiser. with _Which 
paper he remained until he left Detroit in °58. Te assisted in the organization 
of the Detroit Board of Trade in June, °56, and was elected secretary, W hich 
position he held until he removed from the city. Ie later became finance ial 
and commercial reporter of the Cincinnatti Enquirer, which position he = 
in 1860 to-assume editorial charge of the Monroe, (Mich.,) Commercial, su bse 
quently purchasing that pi THe continued in charge ¢ editor and publish- 
er until January of the present year, when he sold the establishment. He has | 
been an active and staunch Republican since the foundation of that party. In 
“64 he was appointed by Goy. Blair one of the commissioners of election to 
lake the vote of the Michigan soldiers in the field, and was assigned to the 
Seventh Michigan Infantry and the First Michigan Sharpshooters, then with 
Grant’s army before Petersburg. He was appointed postmaster of Monroe by 
President Grant in 1870, and held the office four years. [He is a member ot the 
New Jerusalem church (Swedenborgian) and belongs to the A. 0. C : W . the 
Knights of Honor, and the Michigan Sanhedrim. He was married in 1852, in 
Detroit, to Miss Eveline S. Rawson, who. is still living. They had one child 
only, Frank D., now a resident of Denand, Florida. The subject of this sketch 
was probably as well known in this village and township, when a boy. as any 
of the “‘young” pioneers. 

FREDERICK R. WATCH, SR., 
was born in Blandford, Tampden county, Mass., of Irish-Lutch descent, \us. 
12, 1803. There he passed his boyhood days and in 1824 married Miss Mila A. 
Hamilton, of East Granville, the above county. In May. 1832, he set out for 
Michigan, arriving here in Tomer, or what was then known as Barney ville, a 
few weeks later. Mr. ILatch was a house builder by. occupation and was in 
charge in the erection of several of the first buildings in this place, and also in 
the City of Marshall, among the latter might be mentioned the Dibble Touse, 
now owned by Mr. Getrell, the Circuit Court stenographer. In 1835 Mr. Hateh 
sent for his family, they being accompanied to Homer by the Hamiltons, as 
has already been stated. Mr. Hatch met them in Detroit. In 1887-S Mr. 
Hatch erected the Green Mountain House, now known as the Commercial, 
for a public inn. Having completed his hotel he went to Detroit where he 
purchased furniture for the same, and upon returning was taken siek and 
died soon after arriving home, his death occurring Sept. 12. of the latter year. 
Stricken down in the prime of manhood, leaving a wife and little ones ‘in a 
land where they so much needed the care and support of a kind and industri- 
ous husband and father, but Mr. Hateh left a noble wife. a kind, energetic and 
loving mother to his children. One of his children in speaking of her and of 
his father’s death says: “Our’s was, indeed, a sad, sad home, though sur- 
rounded by those whose great hearts poured forth sympathy for the sad and 
sorrowing, we were left in unfavorable circumstances. My mother and six 
children were left to battle alone in this, our pioneer home, but our kind and 
loving mother, remarkable for her energy and perseverance, sucgecded in rear 
ing and educating us as well as the times and surroundings would) admit.” 
Mrs. Hatch was, indeed, a noble woman, her many acts of kindness were mot 
confined to those who surrounded her own fireside, but extended to nearly 
every home throughout the village, and no portrait in this little work will 
probably be scaned more closely by 2 great many, than the one which so faith- 
fuliy represents the features of her, whose noble life is worthy of a more ex- 
tended notice than the pages of this litle book will admit. She for many 
years had been an active member of the M. E. chureh, and passed to her re- 
ward, August 19, 1884. Mr. and Mrs. Hateh had six children; Maitland W.. 
born June 17, 1826; Sarah A., born March 12, 1828; Helen M.. born May 
1830; Irederick R., born June 18, 1832; James M., born in) Mateh, : 
Frances I., born May 20, 1887. Maitland married Sarah J. Elston Dec, 8.5%. 
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and resides i ao a bs 
Pale tee ee Sarah married John Tillotson, May 16, “49, died in 
is now Mrs. A. M. Wood at Gee. J. Van Voorhies January 16, °50, and 
gust 1, 61, she died Awe’ He gee Sapa married Emma TIamilton wAu- 
‘A. Rogers in ‘April isse, aa ve iy es at Onalaska, Wis.; James married Zuba 
J. Shattuck January 19° ope iv saa San Jose, Cal.; Frances married Andrew 
Charles O., Henry, (died. i D5 re Tesides in Clarendon. Grandchildren.— 
Ella M., Flora ID igh oe As ancy) and Maggie A., children of Maitland: 
fancy) and Elma pees rederic S., Maitland J., Albert, (died in in- 

Elma L., children of Sarah: Sarah F. and Ev: laughters of 
Helen: William Ti. and Sadie child qmaral a nd + daug iters 0. 
and Geo. E., sons of Jame 3 a ildren of FE rederick: _O sian L., William D. 
N., Edson A., Nellie E Th Ernest, (born April 16, °57,died in 1860,) Edith 
Pues: ’ +> TTarriett M., Albert J..and Claud J., children of 

: MAITLAND W. WATCH, [portrait.] 
s 3 Trederie 
gjtgtnon of Rredere R- Hatehy way toon in andor, Cone 17 th 
W. The laters mhiden shee) a ee oe were Timothy Linus and Sarah 
triots in the Revolution. At the nye GE Wir 4 het aa ee Bette Jeans ne 
With his father’s family. About isi2 1 Ren ey 8 Bautland. came Bkich 
in the office of the Marshall Siatesmnties pe iar ae ee fpprentic ; 
tramping jour.. in his roands geht ae Ww “ He p per ce yea Sus a 
other places. IIe returned to the Stat SH epee hs er * ] 2 1 Mee as. rah 
man until 1860, when he came to fies sis q ice, wher @ he remained as fore- 
eee his brother James. In 67 he ae in the dear ate ier h 
yusiness he has followed up Be Rean CEE ac anal HE We A Bilston 
tn Abeer, chron riedicee ah cabrereratge is now with . HT Ee 
gist, is a jolly fellow, popular with everyiens aah a Tot " oP ta 4 ‘ia +: a 
is any thing'in which he is a little off, it is his politics he is a republican. O: 
Dee. 8, °53, he’ was married to Miss Sarah J ‘tlaton, wh Z a born. ie Pat i 
yania, in December, 1885. They had three children: Ch niles 0. He ag I 
Maggie A. Charles married Sarah J. Thorn, and “iv “S ces th r tl ° Y yalage 
aoe died in infancy, and Muggic ‘A. married Deeston C. Mitchell and lives in 
Cay he ena ieee C. and Helen L., children of Charles; Dor 
DAVID BURT JR., (portrait.) 
was born in the City of New York, May 17, 1814; came to Michigan in 1837 
and located in this village, where on the 20th of March, 1839, he was united th 
marriage to Miss Marvilla Johnson, who is. still living and resides in this 
place. Mr. Burt was a carpenter and joiner by occup ition, and put ap n 6 yc 
many of the buildings erected here in an early” . “The inst year oF ‘his lit 2 
Was passed three miles east of this village on the farm now owned by Geo \ 
Aldrich, where inthe prime of manhood he died, Nov. 5, 1s44 aged toruy 
years. Ife was a member of Iumanity Lodge, F. and A. MM, and was tt clever 
kind hearted and energetic man. Mr. Burt was the father of six children: 
Geo. W., John W., Charles D., Mary Frances, James and Jane. “George Wis 
born January +, "40, died Feb. 16, 45; John was born Oct. 4, 41, died sept. Lo 
°43; Mary was born Feb. 4, “48, died January 2, “64; Jane was born June s. 
758, died Oct. 4, of the same year: Charles D. resides in this village, and on 
Dee. 11, °73, married Hattie L, Snider, who died May, 17,75, married his sec- 
oe orig CUEENE wife, Marrilla B. Richardson, March 22, ‘77; James lives in 
Marshall. 
MICHEL MILLER, [portraits.] 

was born in Wolcott, Wayne Co., N. ¥., Dec. 13, 1800; married Miss Lydia 
Dorsey in Lyons, New York, May 21, 1826: came to Michigan in 1836, arriving 
in this village on the 9th of December of that year. Mr. Miller was ‘a Metho- 
dist minister, but devoted only a portion of his time to that calling and 
preached only occasionally. A few years after his arrival here he tried silk 
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culture, (see page 38) and later became a daguerreian artist, which occupation 
he followed up ie the time of his death, which occurred Oct. 26, 1863. He was 
the first portrait artist in the place, and carried on his business in a little 
car with which he visited the different towns in this section. He was a jus- 
tice of the peace in an early day, was one of the charter members of Humanity 
Lodge, F. and A. M., and was its fourth worshipful master, being elected to 
that position in December, 1851. Mr. Miller was a law and order man and 
one who had the respect and esteem of all who knew- him. Mrs. Miller was 
born in Libertytown, Frederick county, Maryland, Sept. 12, 1797, and was the 
youngest of a family of sixteen children. She died in this village Feb. 28, 1886, 
and was the last of this large family of Dorsey's to pass from earth. She was 
an aunt of Thomas S. and William A. Dorsey. of this place, and a sister of 
Mrs. Milton Burney. Mrs. Miller had been member of the M. E. church 
for seventy-five years, and was one of the original members in the 
organization of that society here in 1887, and up to the time of her 
last sickness was an active member in every matter which tended to be of 
benetit to the church. Aunty Miller ever had a kind word for one and all, and 
was beloved by the young and the old; at her funeral Rev. Wm. Brockway, 
of Albion, said: “She would not change her position with Victoria, the Queen 
of England, the Empress of Indian.” — Just prior to her death she said to those 
present: ‘This is the brightest, happiest day I ever saw; I thank the Lord. 
Now I know that the religion I have professed is no fiction. No, bless the 
Lord, it makes me happy in this trying hour. My work is done; my sky is 
clear; Jesus died for me.” Mr. and Mrs. Miller had seven children: Elizabeth 
R., Sophia B., Delia R., George E., Deborah C., Mary H. and Julia. Elizabeth 
died in 1850 aged 23 years; Sophia married Harmon’ Wood Sept. 29, °52, and 
died in Litchfield Sept. 30, 71; Delia R. married George E. Hayes Dee. 25, 
765, and resides in Albion; George married Julia Stowers Dec. 21, °5$, and is 
superintendent of a state institution for the blind, at Wyandotte, Kansus, 
which position he has held for twelve years; Deborah married Francis Stevens 
June 11, '73, und resides in this village; Mary married Thomas Savier, of Port- 
land, Oregon, Feb. 18, 62, Mr. Savier died in March, ‘76; Mary is now living 
in Portland, Oregon, with her second husband, If. E. Jones, M. D., to whom 
she v married in Feb., 79, the ceremony taking place in Germany, where 
vier Was sojourning at the time. Grandchildren.—Evya E., daughter of 
1; Delia D. and Thomas R., children of Delia; Fred W. and Clara L.. 
children of George; Laura V., M. Louise, Florence A. and Helen L., daugh- 
ters of Mary. Great-grandchildren,—ITenry Savier and Arthur, sons of Laura. 
now Mrs. 8. M. Mears, daughter of Mary. 
ANDREW DOKSEY. 
was born in Libertytown, Maryland, April 25, 1786. In 1800 with his father’s 
family he removed to Lyons, N. Y., and on May 14,1811, was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Ruth Shekel, of Phelps, the latter state. Te was a lieutenant in 
the war of 1812; came to Michigan with his family in 1836, arriving in| Homer 
April 3, of that year. In 1887 he was elected supervisor of this township and 
the same year was elected a representative in the State legislature from = this 
county, taking his seat in °38. being the lirst person to fill that position from 
Southern Calhoun. Ie constantly occupied some position of trust and was a 
justice of the peace at the time of his death, which occurred in this Village 
April 12, 1842. Mrs. Dorsey died here, March 13, 1865. Children.— Ann L., 
born Noy. 28, 1812; Eleanor, born Aug. 12, 1814; Daniel, born June 20, 1816; 
Thomas S.. born July 20, 1818; William A., born May 15, 1820; Sarah If... born 
Dee. 13, 1822; and Ruth Ann, born April 25, 1825. Ann L. died July 22, 1813; 
Eleanor married James M. Parsons, May 18, °36 and lives in Marshall; Daniel 
married Margaret Burt Oct. 1,’40, and died in this village June 18, ‘83; Thom- 
as married Frances McCarthy January 11, 48, and resides in this illage: 
William married Margaret McKinney Sept. 17, 44, she died in Qetober, °6 ft 
he married his second and present wife, Mrs. Maria Swart, November 15,777, 
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and lives in this place; Sarah married Edwin W. Curtis January 29, °50, died 
May 3, 53; Ruth died March 10, ’41. Grandchildren living: Sarah and Ed- 
win, children of Eleanor; Andrew, John and Phebe J., children of Daniel; 
Elisha T. and Kittie, children of Thomas; James P., William K., Thomas S., 
Ruth and Mary, children of William. 

THOMAS S. DORSEY, [portrait.] 


second son of Andrew Dorsey, was born in Lyons, New York, July 20, 1818, 
where he passed his childhood days, and in 1831, at thirteen years of age, he 
went to Geneva, that state, and clerked in a store. Inthe spring of 1836 he 
came to Homer and with his brother Daniel, tried farming, on lands located by 
his father on section 14, this township. In 1838 Thomas S. began his business 
career in this village by clerking for Barney and Thornton, and for the next ten 
years us clerk, partner or proprietor, was engaged in merchandizing and mill- 
ing. On January 11, 1848, Mr. Dorsey was united in marriage to Miss Frances 
McCarthy, who was born Oct. 11, 1826. From 1848 to 1850 Mr. Dorsey was 
proprietor of the Homer Hotel, which became known as the Dorsey House. 
Some time in the latter year he removed to Grand Rapids, where he kept the 
Rathbun House, and in 1853 we find him in the mercantile trade in Jonesville. 
In 1854, with Oliver Lynch and Cyrenus Crandali, of this place. anda Mer. 
Van Hovenbugh, of Jonesville, he crossed the plains to California. The party lett 
Jonesville Apri] 20, and arrived at the mines Aug. 29, of the same year, going 
by cars as far as Rock Island, Ills. Mr. Dorsey returned to Michigan the fol- 
lowing year, and removed his family to the golden state in 1857. In 1861 he 
again returned to this State and settled in Quincy, where he kept hotel until 
1866, when he removed to Coldwater and went into the grocery business. which 
trade he carried on until the spring of 1870, when with the hopes of improv- 
ing the health of Mrs. Dorsey, who had become an invalid from asthma, he 
sold out and the two accompanied by their then little daughter Kittie, again 
went to California, but that climate not having the hoped for effect, the family, 
in the fal] of the same year returned to Michigan and settled permanently in 
this place. Mr. Dorsey has been in the grocery business here for the past 
eleven years, and has not only one of the most complete establishments, but a 
big and satisfactory trade. Mr. D. belongs to the order of Masons and has 
the honor of being the first person ‘‘raised’”? by Humanity Lodge, No. 29, of 
which lodge he was worshipful master in 1871. He was also a charter mem- 
ber of Mt. Vernon Lodge, Quincy, and Coldwater Lodge, Coldwater, and was 
the first presiding oflicer of gach of these organizations. He isa man who has 
not sought official honors, but during his life has frequently been called upon 
to fill positions of trust. Few, if any, were better or more favorably known in 
this section in an early day, than the subject of this sketch, and the same is 
true at the present time. “Uncle” Tom is a land mark of pioneer times. He 
is an enterprising, push-ahead business man among us today. In politics, a 
Democrat; in religion, is a believer in the Episcopal doctrine. Children: 
Elisha T., Thomas R., Lewis Cass, Willie and A. Kittie; Elisha and Kittie be 
ing the only ones living, both are single and reside with their pareuts, Elisha 
being the popular salesman iu his father’s store. 
JOHN BALLENTINE [portrait.] 

was bornin County Tyrone, Ireland, March 20, 1808; came to the United 
States in 1838, and to Michigan in 1835, arriving in Homer in June of the latter 
year. Having but limited means, he went to work by the month and later 
served an apprenticeship in the Homer Mills, and followed the occupation of 
milling for several years. On the 24th of March, 1838, he was united im muar- 
riage to Achsah Ann Bournes, who was born in Rose, Wayne county, New 
York, Aug. 16, 1817, and died in Clarendon, Dec. 6. 1884. About 1850 he re- 
moved to lands purchased in Clarendon, where through industry and good 
management, he acquired a good property and where he died January 30, 1885. 
Mr. Ballentine was a master mason and took the degrees in that order in Lre- 
land in 1882. He was one of the ten charter members of Humanity Lodge, 
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f the 
and was the last among them to be summoned by the Gant a Bs kind 
Universe to appear before Him in the Grand Lodge on meh eved in the ex- 
father, a good neighbor and respected citizen, and one who 4 A n:—Mary L. 
istence of a Supreme Being who do’eth all things well. ie ze arried O. P. 
George H., Clara J., John J., Edward F. and Zemira A. Mary tN Garrison, 
Viets, Oct. 3, ’59, and lives in Albion; George married Margare Cl ra married 
Sept. 16, 63, and died at: his home in Clarendon, Nov. 1, °81; Cla enole: Bd: 
Frank Vandenburg, Aug. 20, °65 and lives in Clarendon; ge ae 381 "and 
ward married Florence Chapin, of Watertown, N. Y., guly in Clarendon. 
Zemira is also single; the three latter reside at the old homestea' i Geotah I 
Grandchildren:—George C., Anna, Lewis and Nellie, children 0 S OIATE Roy 
Edward, Jay, Ernie, (all deceased,) and John, children of Clara; Clara, 
and “Babe,” children of Edward. 

GEORGE BALLENTINE, [portrait.] 


brother of John, was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, Feb. 22, 1811. an old 
accompanied his brother to the United States. The two shipped st ead 
whaler built in Hull, for thirty-four days was out of sight of land ant tae the 
in New York, January 16, 1834. George went to Cicero, Onondaga county, ¢ e 
latter state, where he remained until 1836 when he came to Tomer, DERLANE 
here the day following the fall elections of that year. He was the first Lips pe 
maker to open a shop in this village and erected for himself the d welling nae 
which still stands on the south-east corner of Main and Webster streets. San 
ter a three years’ stay in this place he removed to Albion, where on dennaty “ 
1843, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary L. Tichenor, who died in that 
village Dec. 26, 1878. Soon after the death of his wife, Mr. 3allentine | came 
to Clarendon, making his home with his brother John, and is still living in 
this immediate vicinity. Ie was made a master mason in 1844 or5, wis 
one of the organizers of Murat Lodge, Albion, and at the present time is the 
only one of the charter members living. Uncle George through a life of indus- 


George 


. rane) } Vay 
try has accumulated a property which in his declining years places him_ beyond 


want. THe is a kind and noble man, beloved by all who know him. He had 
no children. The following lines are of his own production and were composed 
for this work: 
‘When I am dead and in my graye and all my bones are rotten, 
This little book will tell my name when I am Jong forgotten.” 
ROBERT MCCULLY [portrait.] 
was born in Mifflin, Miflin county, Pennsylvania, September 18, 1795. He 
came to Michigan in 1829 and settled in Washtenaw county, where he re- 
mained three years or until the summer of 1832, when he came to this town- 
ship and located the desirable farm north-west of this vil a now owned and 
occupied by his only son, Andrew Frank. In October, 1836, he was united in 
marriage to Miss IHarriett Harris, of Albion township, who died May 10, 186-4. 
Mr. McCully was a fuller and dyer by trade and prior to coming to Michigan 
worked at that occupation in Pennsylvania and New York. He was of a kind 
disposition, generous to a fault, and was one of the “level headed” men among 
the early settlers. In politics he was an Andwew Jackson Democrat. He died 
April 20, 1867, and was laid away to rest in Cook's Prairie cemetery. beside his 
noble companion of earth, who had preceded him to the world beyond. He 
was the father of two children: Andrew Frank and Priscilla J.: Andrew Frank 
married Sarah J. Pease, May 1, 1860, and lives at the old homestead; Priscilla 
died in childhood in 1840. Grandehildren:—Robert, James, John B. and 
Sarah, children of Andrew Frank—James being the only one now living. 
STEPHEN S. POWERS 

was born in Vermont, November 15, 1804, and married Miss Rhoda Hopkins, 
of the same state, the date of her birth being February 10, 1808S. The couple 
remoyed to Virgil, New York, where the two sons, Truman and John were 
born, the former April 26, 1828, the latter January 29, 1831. In 1883 the fumi- 


BA 


JOILN POWERS. [page 55.) 


Zed 
Wy) 


Ve t 
Up Y 


ROBERT MCCULLY, [page 52.] 


‘DC *KINS, [page 56. 
JAMES ILOPKINS, [page 56.] ALMOND C. HOPKINS, [pag | 


(This page was left blank in the original document) 


HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS. 55 


ly came to Michigan and located in this township and in the spring following,. 
at the first election held in this township, Mr. Powers was elected supervisor. 
On January 14, 1835, Mrs. Powers died, which was one of the first deaths in 
this section. Mr. Powers married for his second wife. Miss Mary Burt, oldest 
daughter of John Burt. Mary was born in New Jersey, Oct. 5, 1809, but at 
the time of the marriage was a resident of Homer, having emigrated to this 
place with her father’s family in May, 1834. Mr. Powers died November 10, 
1841; his second wife January 4, 1866. Mr. Powers was the father of five chil- 
dren: By his first wife three, Truman and John, whose births have already 
been given and who are residents here, and Matilda, born in this village, Dec. 
1+, 34, died January 14, 38: From the second marriage; Cynthia, who married 
W. J. Webster and resides in this village, and Mary E.. now Mrs. John <A. 
Zimmerman, of Barry county. Grandchildren:—Mary E., Charles, (died in 
°86) and willie, children of Truman, who married Rosetta De Bow, Oct. 15, °52: 
she died May 2, ’86; Stephen U. (died June 23, 69) and Florence, children of 
John, who married Righuel Cook; Mary E., daughter of Cynthia; and EHattie 
A., Bart P. and Sherman J., children of Mary. 
JOILN POWERS, [portrait.] 


owns one of the most desirable farms in thi 

of attention to the raising of fine stock and e ‘horses, being at this time 
the owner of the celebrated French coach hor: am,” which is valued 
at $3,000. LHe also buys a good many horses for the eastern mi 3, und for 
several years has been one of the leading wheat and wool buyers of t 


CHARLES WAGONER, [portrait.] 

was born in Pennsylvania on the 17th of January, 1804, where he was re: 

to minhood, andl where on the 5th of Mirch, 1832, he was united in mar 

to Miss Anna Mensch, who is still living ant a resident of this village. He 
came to Michigan in the spring of 1833, : sated the lands in East Homer 
now owne:land oceupied by his s iam J. ELere he remeined until 1851, 
when in company with Jacob Kiefer amin Mensch and William Hanson, 
he crossel the plains to California. ae journey was nels with ox teams and 
wagon. Upon reaching the mountains the wagon was left and the journey 
continued, the purty arriving at Hanstowa, now Placerville, Californin, July 
16,1851. Mr. Wagoner was of a roving disposition, the wilds of the rezions 
about and beyond the Rocky mountains seeming to have especial attractions for 
him. There he passed the last thirt ws of a life fillel with thrilling ad- 
ventures. IL2 bssams perfectly tr owith every quarter of the Pacitie 
slope from Southern California away north into British Columbia. In 1sc4 
his son, william J., went ont and found himin Ldaho, when the two crossed 
to California. William remvined with his father until 1866, when the former 
returned to Michigan, and the following spring Mr. Wazoner went to Ne- 
yada, where he died from the intirmities of old age in 1830. At the time of 
his death he had been wv member of the Christian church for nearly half a 
century. Ie was the father of four children: Julia M., William J., Philip and 
Lorenzo. William J., who resides on the old farm, being the only one now 
living. 
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JAMES HOPKINS [portrait.] ed Btn 
Was born near Providence, Rhode Island, in 1791; miarriec 8S A Tiehic: 
Smith, of Virgil, Cortland county, New York, and in 1833 came | » ae oe 
and located lands a mile north of this village, the tract consisting OF Do og 
covering the site and water power of the present Calhoun Mills. nD van tor 
erected a saw mill on the Kalamazoo near his residence. This 7 ance 
about nine years. Mr. Hopkins was the first person who suggestec ar at the 
of Homer for this township. Ie was appointed a school eommlselonee . ie 
first town rnceting held here, was also the first justiee of the Fancy <n 
township, and officiated at the marriage of Richard MeMurtrie anc i FT ren he 
sterburg, July 4, 1834. In 1844 with his wife and four of his ten ¢ fi x zt ePaurs 
returned to New York State. where he died in 1855, and his wife aun res 
later. Children:—Abram B., Almond C., Aurelia, Jennette, Ange moa i 
dasee, Philip P. and James $8., born in New York State, and two jee edt 
here, both of the latter dying in infancy. Abram is married and lives tn lee, 
Almond married Mary Prior and resides in. this village: Aurelia. now viel 
George Robertson, lives in Oakland county, this State; Jennette ge 
Alonzo Hotchkiss ind lives in Virgil, N. Y.; Angeline married Charles ive 
little and died Dee. 27, 1880; Ardasee was never married and resides in : a 
mouth, near Detroit; Philip.is married and lives in Binghamton. N. ¥.: ane 
James is married and lives in Milford, this State. 

ALMOND (. HOPKINS, [portrait.] 

second son of James Hopkins. was born in Virgil. Cortland county, | 
May 81, 1819; came to Michigan with his father’s family in 1s 
since lived in this vicinity, being at the present time iv resident of thi 
On January 29, 1840, he married Miss Mary Prior, who was born in) Junitis. 
Seneca county, New York, June 12,1820. In 3 Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins lo- 
cated and moved on to a farm on section 26, Eckford township, where thro 
industry and good management they acquired a good property. In 157s 
leased the farm and purchased the pleasant home in this village where 
Tiopkins died, August 1886. Mr. Hopkins isa man unitssuming I 


Margaret 


is 


ners, one who has the respect of all who know him, and_ his estimiuble 
panion was endowed with those pure and noble traits of character thit 


one beloved by a large circle of acquaitances. Mr. and Mrs. Hlopkir 
four childven: Alvener M., born Oct. 831. Isd1; C. D°Ette, born Oct. 
Edgar L. T., born Sept. 6, 1853: and Nellie Dell, born Mareh 22, rs62: 
vener married Albert Andrus, Nov .6lland resides in) Clarendon: 
died April 2 Edgar died May 3, “68; and Nellie married Llewellyn 
ing, Sept. 13, and resides at Sault Ste. Marie. Grandchildren: 
May and Leonard, children of Alvener: Lucille, daughter of Nellie. 
BERIAI S$. REDFIELD [portrait.] 
was born in the Town of Junius, Sencen county, N.Y... Mareh 1, 
was the son of Luther and Mary Redtield, who were from Berkshire 
Mass., and settled in Junius, N. Y.. where the subject of this s 
and afterwards removed to Clyde, N. Y.. where for many : 
and where the mother died, May 7, 1858. the futher dying at Monroe. Mic 
June 10, 1867, in his Sith year. Beriah spent his early boyhood mpon the 
but when quite young entered a general store as clerk, and wits aufterw: 
nearly his entire life engaged extensively in the mereantile business 
Clyde, N. Y. and then in ILomer to which place he removed in the fall of 1 
Ilis father’s family consisted of thirteen children, of Which Beriah 
second son. Eleven of these reached maturity. Four sisters ind one 
are still living, as follows: Mary Lewis, at Ilomer; Sophia Lewis, at 
Mich.; Albert F., at Clyde, N. ¥.; Sarah D. Freneh, at) Tomer, 
Martha R. urd, at Fayetteville, Y. We was married at Mareneo, 
January 16, 1834, to Cornelia N. inson, by whom he had seven cl 
John, Caroline, Chander $.. Charles, Vernon, Beriah B. and Nellie: Of 
Caroline Marsh resides inf Clarendon, Mich. Chandler S.o and Berit 
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Englewood, Ill.; Charles, at Battle Creek, Mich.; and Nellie Kell, at Litchfield, 
Mich. Mr. R. died quite suddenly, of pneumonia, May 23, 1857, while still in 
the prime and vigor of matured manhood. being only fifty years of age. At 
that time the family were residing on the farm now owned by H. H. Parks. . 
His funeral was very largely attended at the Presbyterian church, the 
sermon being preached by Rey. Bela Fancher, of this village. He had 
been connected with the Presbyterian church for twenty years, remov- 
ing his connection to the church here on his removal from Clyde, and was one 
of its warm and active supporters, aiding largely in the erection of the chureh 
edifice built in 1853-4. His wife out-lived him over twenty years, dying at 
the residence of her youngest daughter, Nov. 2, 1879. In politics Mr. Redfield 
was first a Whig, becoming a Republican at the organization of that party and 
was present at Jackson, with the immense mass meeting there convened, at the 
the time of its birth. He was an active, public-spirited citizen, always ready 
to do his full share in every enterprise to build up the village, contributing lib- 
erally of his means, not only in building the Presbyterian church, but also the 
school building known as the Homer Academy. He was always hopeful and 
courageous—a man of noble and generous impulses, liberal to a fault, and of 2 
sunny, genial temperament—He made and retained hosts of friends in this 
village and vicinity. ‘An illustration ef his resolution and unfaltering 
pluck and perseverance in the midst of reverses, is related of his early boyhood. 
when in going around a stump on the newly cleared farm, his foot was caught 
by a root, pitching him head-long to the ground. Rising and surveyiilg for a 
moment the scene of his downfall with a resolute air and determined manner 
and speech, he said: “Tl try that again,” and at once proceeded to put his re- 
solve into action. 


DEA. ARZA LEWIS, [portrait.] 
one of the pioneers of Homer, was the son of Ezra Lewis, and was born at 


Derby, in the State of Conneticut, May 1, 1799. While he was yet young, his 
father removed to the Township of Galen, near Clyde, in the State of New 
York, and settled on a farm, where young Lewis grew to manhood. Having 
served as clerk in Clyde and then in Albany, he afterward engaged in mercan- 
tile business in the former place, continuing in that business in Clyde success- 
fully for several years. There he became acquainted with Mary Redfield, to 
whom he was married June 1, 1828, and with whom he spent half a century of 
happy married life, their golden wedding being celebrated June 1, 1878. In 
1837 he removed to this village and for nearly twenty years was engaged ex- 
tensively in milling and mercantile pursuits. He was an active, energetic and 
upright business man. Ife was one of the original members of the Presby- 
terian church of Homer, which was organized in 1838, and one of its deacons 
for so many years that every one knew him as “Deacon Lewis.” During his 
business life he was a liberal supporter of the institutions of religion and 
his house a minister’s home. _ His convictions of right were firm and decided. 
With commendable foresight he secured the — present site of the Pres- 
byterian church and parsonage, holding it ‘till the old church edifice was 
erected in 1853-4. This, he and a few others furnished the means to build at 
a time when the society did not feel able to erect a house of worship. His 
place in the sanctuary was never vacant while his health permitted him to be 
present, neither did business keep him away from the weekly prayer meeting. 
For several of the last years of his life he was badly broken down in health 
und for much of the time a great sufferer, yet he bore it all with much patience 
and quietness, and with feeble footsteps mude his way to the house of 
God very regularly, and less than a month before his decease, was present for 
the last time on earth at the communion table of his Lord. Politically, Mi. 
Lewis was a Democrat of the old Jeffersonian school, holding strongly to the 
“Gnalienable rights of man.” Being from principle decidedly anti-slavery, at 
the breaking out of the rebellion he became strongly Republican, and always 
afterward voted with that party, thus adhering to his early principles and con- 
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victions in regard to liberty and human freedom. During his earlier years 
this village ana before he aeestied of slavery had divided pelea Msaied ne 
it afterward did, he and other prominent Democrats and Whigs Cane and 
an anti-slavery organization of this town, Hiram Smith being ee il me ar- 
Vernon Parks, secretary. In common with nearly all northern men 0 yet ie 
ties, his feelings and sympathies were with the down trodden and oppress a 
their efforts for freedom. Mr. Lewis had three brothers, Bennett, Isaac. Reeve 
Hiram, and one sister, Eliza, who married Joseph Gibbs of this tow Gi alia 
and Isaac married sisters. Mr. L.’s children are Edward, Mary. | is fa. 
Sarah and George. George was in the army, accompaning Sherman in 00 tt 
mous ‘march to the sea.” He returned at the close of the war and oe uad 
to Kansas, where he died Feb. 25, 1872. Mary, who married F ranklin : _ 
Esq., died July 31, 1874. Mrs. Lewis is now in her 79th year ant s0tl 
other children are living. Myr. Lewis died January 17, 1879, In ; uy 1 4 7 
year of his age. His funeral was on the Sabbath and at the sanctuary ne ne 
helped to build and where he had so long worshipped. The services were Gare 
ducted by his pastor, Rey. A. S. Badger, who was assisted by Rev. L. TL. All 
son, of the Episcopal, and Rey. E. L. Kellogg, of the Methodist church. ‘ 
the churches united in the service and nearly the entire community came to- 
gether to pay the last tribute of respect to one so well known, and so de 
mately identified with the early history of Homer and the Presbyterian church 
of this place. 
HIRAM SMITIT 


was born in Westchester county, New York. May 24, 1804. On the 29th of 


June, 1828, he was married to Miss Hannah Parkinson, of Junius, Seneca 
county, that state, with whom he passed thirty years of wedded life, she dying 
in this village, August 4, 1864. He subsequently married Mrs. Lucinda Wal- 
hart, who died June 26, 1880. Mr. Smith entered into the mercantile business 


soon after arriving at manhood, and for some ten years prior to coming to 
Michigan was engaged in trade in his native state, in Marengo and Clyde. In 
1837 he came to this village, and in company with Arza Lewis engaged exten- 
sively in the mercantile business and milling the tirm’s establishment for years 
being a leading institution here, and in fact one of the most extensive in 
Southern Michigan. He was active, energetic and Jiberal in all enterprises 
calculated to promote the public good and build up and improve the villice. 
He took a lively interest in educational matters, not only providing the Lest 
instructions and advantages for his own children, but rendering su itial 
aid in furnishing a school of high order in this village as early as 18 He 
was frequently called upon to fill positions of trust, and in 1547, represented 
this district in the lower house of the State Legislature. At the time of his 
death which occurred May 4, 1874, he had been w member of the Presbyterian 
church for thirty-five years. Ile was the father of four children, three by his 
first wife, Byron, Mary and Edwin R., Edwin R. now a resident of Jackson, 
being the only one now living. One by his second wife, William, now in 
school at Battle Creek. 
BYRON SMITH [portrait.] 

oldest son of Hiram Smith was born in Marengo, Wayne County, New York, 
June 30, 1831, and came to Michigan with his father’s family in 1837. On 
December 7, 1871, he was united in marriage to Miss Florence E. Woodbury, 
of this village. who died January 1, 1875. Mr. Smith was a man of quiet and 
unostentatious disposition but possessed of tine literary and legil attainments. 
Ifis early education was received inthis village, after which he took a pre- 
paratory course of study in Albion, and later graduated from the State Uni- 
versity in Ann Arbor. He then began the study of law and was admitted to the 
bar at Detroit before arriving at twenty-one years of age. The practice of law 
not being entirely to his liking he entered into the mercantile trade in. this 
place with his brother, Edwin R., the firm being known as B. & E. R. Smith. 
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oy 1860. they came into possession of the Homer Mills, and for the next twelve 
x Re on an extensive business in milling. The firm then dissolved. 
soiphice Geta neal and the subject of this sketch again took up the 
took place iti his fhe 1 profession he followed up to the time of his death, which 
Avns Wdemoceat ie ice, October 28, 1881. Politically Mr. Smith like his father 
excellent literace hrough and through. He was a man of fine scholarly mind. 
Te had two-ch hl taste, and one possessed of more than ordinary legal ability. 
1 Okibor nudren, Halmer W., born September 17, 1872, and Raymond C., 
born October 1, 1874, both living in this village. 
oe _ .,. ABEXANDER ARTHUR, [portrait] 

peerage a descent and was born in the city of London, England, 
aiteeve ‘tl ak W hen young Arthur was about two years of age the family 
came to the United States, remaining for a time in New York City, and later 
living in Albany, and then in East Troy. In the latter place the ‘mother died 
when Alexander Was still a mere child. The father (given name Peter) and 
SoU then removed to Canandaigua, and from there came to Jackson, this state. 
Ww here they made their home for a time, with a half-brother of the subject of 
this sketch, John A. Bacon who still resides in that city. In 1848, the Arthurs 
came to this village and engaged in shoe-making, which business they carried 
on jointly until the father’s death which took place November 18, 1855, and 
which business the son carried on through life, and for years had one of the 
most extensive boot ind shoe establishments in this pla Aprii 26, 1549, 
Alexander married Miss Sarah Foster who was born in Virgil. Cortlind county. 
Ne ¥ +, October 28, 1829, and died in this village. September 26, 1867. On Oc- 
tober 8, 1868, Mr. Arthur married Miss Nettie Gatchell who still resides in this 
Village. Air. Arthur died very suddenly at his home in this place, May 22. 1575. 
Ife had for many years been an active member of the Presbyterian church and 
his funeral which Was held at the family residence was attended by a large 
concourse of people, the business places in the village being closed on the oc- 
casion that one and all might pay homage to one whose life was a life of up- 
rightness and whose death created universal sorrow in the community. Mr. 


Arthur Was the father of five children— From his tirst marriage: Peter, horn May 
14, °52, married Ida Barnes, resides in Wyandotte; Alexander S., born May 14. 
55, died February 3, °6 62. lives in this village, 
and Sarah E., born June 3, °63, died September 22, °68.—From second marriage 
Maggie, born in “74. 


RUFUS HILL, [portrait ] 
was born in Lyons, New York, August 7, 1817, came to Michigan in) 1586, and 
located in this village. Ile was a cooper by trade and for several years followed 
that occupation here. Later in company with E. P. Potter he engaged in’ the 
manufacturing of fanning mills, which had an extensive sale in this section of 
the state. In 1851, he sold his interests in the manufacturing business to Mr. 
Potter, and purchased the Homer Iotel, which he conducted as a public inn 
up to the time of his death, which occurred July 26, 1861.0 Mr. Ifill: was is 
Master Mason and his funeral drew one of the largest gatherings to assemble in 
this place on such an occasion in those days. Delegates from distant lodges 
came to pay their respect to the dead, and to assist Humanity Lodge in  per- 
forming the last sad rites at the grave. Mr. Till was twice married. first in 
1839, to Miss Sarah Deming, who died about two years later. April 16, Is44, 
he married Miss Lucey E. Bradley who was born in Lyons, New York, Septem- 
ber 4, 1819, and who is still living and a resident of this village. He was the 
father of eight children, Sarah Louise, born May 7, “45, married Orange Bug- 
bee May 31, ’63, and died March 17, °75; Charles B., born February 19, “47, died 
November 15, “47; James F., born December 13, “48, still single and resides in 
Rutherford, California; Jennie M., born December 9, °51, married W. A. Lane 
August 23, 70, lives in this village; Henry A., born April 12, 55. died Novem- 
ber 21, °S56; “Babe,” born March 12, *54, died in infaney; William F . born 
March 15. °57, died March 30, °57; and Edwin A., born July 20, 759, married 
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A eee : = scag { F Iowa; 
Linnie Brand, of Redfield, Dakota, July 23, °85, and lives in La Mars, ra; 
Grand children, Alice. (now deceaged,) daughter of S. Louise, and Sarah Louise 
and Mable Irene, children of Jennie. 


ORRIN BALL [portrait.] 


was born in Virgil, Cortland county, New York, July 24, 1807. He w aS of a 
family of sixteen children, eight sons and eight daughters. _ His boyhood mes 
were passed in Virgil, and in 1828, he was united in marriage to Miss epee 
Cogswell, of Cortland, thesame county. Withhis young wife he remov ed to soa 
Watson, that state, where for three years he worked at his trade that of shoe 
maker and currier, at which vocation he was an apt apprentice and superior 
workman. In 1834, he bade farewell to his native state, and with his family 
which then consisted of his wife and two children, Horace and Eliza, he set 
out for Michigan, and upon arriving here located and settled upon the desira- 
ble farm now owned and occupied by his youngest son, Charles O., in Albion 
township. For nearly halfa century he occupied these lands, and through 
earnest toil converted them from 2 wilderness, which contained the haunts of 
wild beasts and a rendezvous of Indians into rich and productive estates bring- 
ing forth year after year harvests of golden grain. In early life he united 
with the M. E. church, he was one of the original members in the organization 
of that society in this place, and from its organization up to the time of his 
death the column of B’s inthe chureh record was headed with the name 
“Orrin Ball.” He died at the home of his daughter, in this village, Jun 
1883, and was buried beside his noble companion of earth who had_ prec 

him to their eternal home, December 4, 1881. There were three children. Tor- 
ace, married Cornelia M. Farley, November 24, “64, lives in South Albion 
Eliza, married John Snider, November 24, *7+4, lives in this village, and Cha 

O., married Fidelia Gridley, December 5. ‘72. «nd lives on the old farm. 
Grand children,Elmer and Rose, children of Horece. and Nettie (born June 10, 


74, died July 15, °75,) Charles O., Frank, srthar and Sarah Estelle, children of 
Charles. 


JOHN VANDENBURGI (pdortrait.) 


was born in Saratoga county, New Yors. Feps uy 18, 1811. When but five 
years of age his father died, and soon after John, his mother, one brother. 
James, now a resident of Albion this county, and one sister, Mary, which con- 
stituted the family, removed to Tompkins county, that state. There the sub- 
ject of this sketch grew to manhood, and on the 27th of February, 

united in marriage to Miss Sarah Griswold. Ilis mother, and his 

who became Mrs. John Tyler, died in Tompkins county. In Is 

denburgh came to Michigan and located the lands now owned and occupicd by 
A. Cunningham, in Albion township. There his only children, Abram end 
Frank were born. In the spring of 1868, Mr. Vandenburgh sold his farm and 
removed to Cedar county. Missouri, and purchased extensively in lands and 
farmed it on alarge scale. In August 1880, while upon a visit to a halt 
brother, the late Chauncey Marvin, near his old home north of this village, he 
was taken sick with pnenmonia and died after a few days illness on the 10th of 
that month. Mr. Marvin was also stricken with the same disease and died 
nine days later. Mrs. Vandenburgh died in Eldorado Springs, Missouri, Sep- 
tember 9, 1884. Her remains were brought to Albion and interred ide those 
of her husband in Riverside cemetery. Side by side they sleep, sterling and re- 
liable representatives of early days, and though dead, their worthy deeds in life 
have caused their names to live in grateful memories. Children. —Abram 
born June 11, °37, married Sarah J. Fabrique, in October °56, and was killed 
near Chicago by the cars September 10, ’S2, and Frank born Mareh 38, “47, tar- 
ried Clara J. Ballentine, August 20, °65, and now lives in Clarendon. Grand 
children.—John, (killed in Missouri, September 24, °S7,) May and Charles, 
ebpsieeH of Abram; Edwin, Jay, (both deceased,) Erma and John children of 
Frank. 
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ORRIN BALL, [page 62.] VREDERICK ANSTERBURG, [page 65.] 
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FREDRICK ANSTERBURG [portrait.] 


vas born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 17: 5 asi 

i aan 7 ennsylvania, in 1790. In 1812 he was united 
ae a aera Folly Hoster in Seneca county, New York. In the spring 
Albion township. Othe ee ane rg lands on section 34 in what is now 
andtismowowned by Mr A; nsists of some of the best land in the township 
faaltomar townshie ce os usterburg’s oldest son John. The first school house 
farm. Reference ue th originally organized was erected on Mr. Ansterburg’s 
woul. Notwithstandin= Sokeot house has already been made on page 29 of this 
own to provide for th, a r. and Mrs. Ansterburg had a large family of their 
comecat their pains : Weary traveler and seeker of lands ever found a wel- 
iveite. ithe se neer home. If he was hungry, they gave him an abundance 
1858. the aublest of thie’ they provided for him a place to rest. In January 
good wife folloodt this brief sketch passed away by the hand of Death, his 
earlier pioneer: ee in June, two years later. Both numbered among the 
ing ree pe i sa both have now for over a quarter of a century been sleep- 
ection by pt peaceful sleep which knoweth no awakening until the resur- 
Mean is morn, hey had nine children: Nancy, widow of the late Richard 
pane lurtrie; Catherine, now Mrs. William Juckett, South Tomer; Betsey. who 
oe J. A. Fabrique, and died in June 1861; Sarah, widow of the late 
eur Benham, South Albion; Jenette, widow of the late Albert Sharp, Condit: 
John, who mitried Louise K. Shelp. lives on the old farm: Michael, who mar- 
ried Pr acilla I atnam, lives in this village; Henry, married Uretta Shelp and 
died in 1862; and Fredrick Jr., who married Nancy Shelp and lives in Bancroft. 

: ABRAHAM SNYDER [portrait.] 

wis born in Belvidere, New Jers y, November 23, 1792. In 1802, with his 
father's family, he moved to Tompkins county, New York. The subject of this 
sketch though but ten years of age, and with no covering for his feet, walked 
the entire distance and assisted two brothers in driving eight cows to their tr 

home. He was a soldier in the war of 1812 and was stationed fora time at 
Buffalo. In 1814 he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Ann McCutcheon of 
Dryden, Tompkins county. where she died May 7, 1836. In the spring of 1835 
Mr. Snyder had come to Michigan and located 440 acres of land on section 23 of 
what is now Albion township. This land he sold later, and in the spring of 
1846 removed his family to this state, purchased two quarter sections 23 and 
29, a portion of which constitutes the farm in South Albion now owned and 
occupied by his youngest son, Wesley. On this farm Mr nyder passed the 
last eleven years of his life, death occurring October 4, 1857. "He was 2 man 
who in life had the respect and esteem of his acquaintances and his death 
occasioned unusual sorrow, not only in his own household, but throughout the 
community. Ile was the father of eleven children: ITarvey, Amy, Lewis. 
Philip, Luey Ann, Arad and Jerid—twins, Matilda, Cornelia, Chauncey and 
Wesley; but only Lucy, Matilda and Wesley are now living. Lucy married Fred- 
rick H. Newman January 19, 1547, and lives in Three Rivers. Matilda mar- 
vied Fredrick C. Belcher in 1848 and ides in South Albion, and Wesiey 


married Harriet M. Waldron March 15, 1859, and resides on the old homestead. 
AMOS A. BABCOCK [portrait.] 
was born in Worcester, Otsego county, New York, November 26, 1806. On the 
21st of October, 1880, he was united in marriage in Binghampton, Broome Co., 
New York, to Miss Polly Carr, who was born in Dryden, Tompkins county, the 
wbove state. In 1835 Mr. Babcock came with his family to Michigan, arriving 
in Homer on the 26th of Oetober of that year, and located on section 8 of what 
is now the township of Albion. He purchased his land direct from the govern- 
ment, still occupies the same and is stillin possession of the original deed which 
contains the signature of President Jackson. Mr. Babcock Ww blacksmith 
by trade, but after coming to Michigan, inconnection with farming, tollowed the 
occupation of a carpenter and in the latter capacity assisted in the erection of 
many of the first buildings in the vicinity of his own home. On June 10, 1577, 
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his wife, that loving and kind friend and mother, that companion for nearly 
half a century, passed away from earth. The portrait of Mr. Babcock seen in 
this little work presents the features of one in whom these lines have induced 
an interest, and to acquaintances recalls the original. He had four children: 
James H., Edwin J., Olive L., and Daniel M. James married Anna Durkee of 
Albion, October 27, 1859, andlives in Philadelphia. Edwin died at Fort Gaines, 
Alabama, October 7, 1864, at the time being a member of the 6th Michigan 
Heavy Artillery. Daniel married Clarrissa A. Kern, November 21, 1869, and 
resides at the old homestead. 


REV. BENJAMIN SABIN [portrait.] 


was born in Pomfret, Connecticut, March 1, 1790. Died near Homer, February 
17, 1875, being nearly $5 years of age. Ifis early life was passed upon the farm. 
At 19 years of age he was licensed to pr h, and in 1810 joined the New Eng- 
land conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. After over twenty years 
of labor in the New England and Genesee conferences, he came to Homer in 
September 1836, living temporarily in Mr. Barney’s log house. Judging from 
what is written in his diary, he knew something of the privations in common 
with the early settlers. From his journal of the first Sabbath after his arrival, 
we copy the following: “This has been a long, dreary, rainy Sunday. [Tam 
having the ague every day followed by a high fever, as are also two of our chil- 
dren. Last night the rain came through the roof of our home so that my wife 
caught the water in pails and pans to keep the bed clothes dry. The In ; 
encamped near here give the family much annoyance and alarm. The ft 
looks dark. I would give all I possess to be placed back in “York State.” But 
with the clearing up of the skies, and a recovery from the ague. cime a stout 
heart und strong hand, ready to dare and to do. Ilis first purchase 

land now occupied by H. O. Cook and Henry Parks. Here he resided a 5 

more and then sold to Asahel Finch, president of the Homer Bank. H: 

wards purchased the farm now owned by the Rev. B. Fancher, and then 

one on section 1 in Clarendon where he resided at the time of his death. 
sequent to his removal to Homer he gave several years to the v ! 

istry, in which he was greatly biessed by the promotion of revivals. JA 

sive, positive, uncompromising toward wrong, he often said words that buy 

yet, conscious of the infirmities of human nature, he manifested a for: 
conscientious spirit that won for him the respect and good will of his opp« 

He valued the work of the minister of the Go: above pecuniary consid 
tion. To illustrate, we copy from his journal: “This year (1816) my work hay 
been hard and laborious, on at charge in Canada. I tind the members y ry poor: 
the season has been unfavorable. On the 16th and 17th of June snow lay uy 
the ground as in winter. Little was raised ex ept potatoes. My salary re 

for the year, has been $30, yet I have fared with the people. ‘Why sho 
count even my life dear unto me—so that I miy win Christ... ‘Happy if 

my latest breath, I may but gasp his name: Preaeh him unto all and c 
death: Behold. behold the Lamb.’ ” During the later years of his life, i 

a pleasure for him to hold services at places remote from the chure 

after the frost of eighty winters had passed over his head, neither sumn 

nor winter cold could abate his zeal to preach the Gospel. Tis home 

home for the itinerant, anda membership in the church insured his hosy 

ity. Oftimes the brethren and their families came in numbers that would have 
appalled any modern housewife and produced a famine in the larder. 

pork barrel and potato bin were always well filled. and to the plain wh 

fare, they were always weleome. He preached first in Homer. in the si 
house, which stood opposite to where William Raby’s planing mill now sto 
and labored for the suceess of the Methodist class—few in numbers and p 

this world’s goods—until he saw it numerically the largest and stro st societ 
of the place. For sixty-five years he was a minister of that denomination. In 
view of the changes of that time, is it any wonder that he gloried in what lad 
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Se ie And yet with a brotherly feeling toward other denomina- 
Boreas Political, hone of his warmest friends among their clergy and mem- 
Republican eae sah formerly a Whig, but was early identilied with the 
te isicell ion Ti : lis political creed was a matter of conscience second only 
ones esha e © pray ed as he preached, and yoted as he prayed. Like Sam 
lizion with a a ttte way of stating things; and used to say: ‘*Mix your re- 
ais latter: saa es ities, as you put sugar in your coffee, and you will benetit 
sugar, the for put your _ politics into your religion, like putting coffee into the 
national affai Mee a spoiled. During the Rebellion he took a deep interest in 
cEnineAg His. re by word and deed tried to encourage and support the gov- 
differenéviews outspoken way often brought him into contact with those of 
Tim: “You 5, % A prominent citizen of pro-slavery proclivities once said to 
was his repl ae religion with your polities, but— ‘Yours won't mi3 
aoe ti DEE D y blie resident clergyman suggested to him that it would be better 
bret] pray pu icly for the abolition of slave y for fear of offence to some of the 
brethren. “I will pray for the right, though devils rage,” was the Luther like 
reply. Yet no one rejoiced more at the return of peace, or regretted more the 
td at which it was purchased. Thus like scores of others he lived and died. 
“ulsome praise and overdrawn encomiums are uncalled for, but it is meet that 
we remember the work and worth of the strong, courageous. heroie tatuers. 
They planned largely, but built better than they knew. We enjoy more than 
they ever anticipated. . 
REV. ELVA COOK, Jit. [portrait.] 


was born in Rensselaer county, State of New York, July 17th. 1793. His fath- 
er, flijah Cook, was a Revolutionary soldier, who died and was buried on 
Cook’s Prairie, Eckford, in the fall of 1839, aged 80 years. On the 5th of Feb- 
ruary, 1815, Elijah Jr. was married in Vernon, the above state, to Miss Cather- 


ine Roatrick. Ie came to Michigan in the fall of 1834 and located near the 
present site of the Free Will Baptist chureh in Eckford, where he passed his re 


maining days, and where he died January 29, 1873, his earthly companion join- 
ing him in the world of the righteous, January 1, two years later. Mr. Cool 
wus an ordained minister of the Free Will Baptist Church and ; one of the 
principal organizers of that denomination on Cook’s Plains. er in life he 
filed appointments regularly in) Burlington, Stony Point. Girard aud other 
places. Ie was an earnest advocate of a higher order of education and as such 
was one of the first to encourage and render assistance in the establishment of 
the Free Will Baptist College at Hillsdale. Ile was a man of strong convictions 
and great perseverance, and one who wielded a good moral and religious intl 
ence in the community in which he lived. Ile was ever ready to render aid for 
good and benevolent works, and especially so in helping to build up and sustain 
new and weak churches. Not one, perhaps, of our our carly pioneers hid a 
larger circle of acquaintances in this and adjoining counties than Elijah Cook, 
and none were more favorably known. Children: Eliza Annu .J., E. Elutehin- 
son, Harriet W., Wenry R.. Minerva, Charlotte S.. Catherine, Lovckwood. Eliza 
married Daniel Dunakin, and died in Eckford, December 22, 1880. Hutchinson 
married Martha M. Walker and resides in this village. ILlarriet married Will- 
iain Cherry and resides at Pentwater. Henry R. married Julia L. Walker and 
resides in Eckford. Minerva is now Mrs. Win. Rosecrantz of Marshall. Chiar- 
lotte is now Mrs. Joshua Tenshaw, Grand Rapids, Catherine married Frank 
Mead, and died in 1850, Lockwood married Priscilla Harris, and died at the old 
homestead June 24, 1876. Giand children: Albert (deceased). Alina and Ada, 
children of Eliza; Byron D., Charles IL, Kittie, Clara, Ela and Javed, children 
of Hutchinson; Nellie. daughter of Henry; Charles and Homer, sons of Minerva; 
Nellie and Flora, daughters of Charlotte; and Harry, son of Lockwood. 
ELI Tl. CHASE [portrait.] 


was born in Kinderhook, Columbia county, New York, December $, ISIS. At 
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the age of 14 Eli set out for himself, going to Monroe, where he resided with 
an uncle until the latter’s death, after which he remained in the same family 
until arriving at manhood, with the exception of a part of one year passed in 
working on the canal. About this time Mr. Chase had an attack of what was 
called “Michigan fever,” the ailment having been brought about through re- 
ports that eighty acres of land could be purchased in Michigan for one hundred 
dollais. Ilis spare earnings were laid aside, and on the 20th of January, 1835, 
in company with Elijah Cook and Daniel Dunakin and wife, young Chase set 
out for the Wolverine State. The journey was a slow one consuming twenty 
two days. The first place the party dined after reaching their destination was 
at Deacon Henry Cook’s. Mr. Chase purchased his longed for eighty acres of 
land and after paying for the same, his earthly possessions consisted of his 
land, clothes, an axe and three dollars in money. Tis friends in the east told 
him tho land was poor in Michigan, that it was a sickly country and that he 
would be back in the spring, but Mr. Chase had the “get there Ely” and had 
ceme to stay. Ife worked the first season by the month and took his pay in 
cattle. He found time however to break up five acres of his land the first sum- 
mer, and early made other improvements. The first wheat marketed in this 
village was sold by Mr. Chase, he and T. S. Dorsey weighing the same with a 
pair of steelyards. September 8, 1887, he was united in marriage to Miss Mar- 
garette A. Whitcomb, daughter of the late Rev. Samuel Whitcomb. first pastor 
of the Free Will Baptist church on the Plains. Mr. Chase is an active member 
of that church and was one of its principal organizers and is the only one now 
living. For. one-half a century he has taken an active interest. in edneationil 
matters, and was one of the original committee that established Hillsdale Col- 
lege, and voted for its removal from Spring Arbor to Hillsdale. At the first 
township meeting held in Eckford. he was elected constable and in later 3 
occupied the position of township treasurer. commissioner, justice of the 

ete. Mr. Chase says the flrst salt he bought. the n ghbors combined, pu 

a barrel paying nine dollars for the same. This was in 1838. The first. re 
meeting he attended in Eckford was at the house of Deacon Cook, Rev. John 
D. Pierce preaching a sermon. Mr. and Mrs. Chase had a family of nine child- 
ren, six have grown to manhood and womanhood and have femilies of ¢ r 
own, while three have been laid away in the silent tomb. On the old. farm: 
Eckford still resides the subject of this sketeh and his noble wife: for over halt 
a century they have journied together, ever sharing in each others vs and 
each others sorrows. The children living have grown up and departed from 
their parental roof, and only the two old pioneers are now the oecupants of 
that dear old home, but both are blessed with health, both are loved by their 
acquaintances, both respected by all who know them, and both can look. in- 
to the future with the perfect irance that a reward is awaiting for them in 
the world to come. Children:—Alfonso. Henry W. and Charles) W., (ill de- 
ceased) Mary, now Mrs. E. L. Kingsland, Hager, Berrien county; Frit 

married Jennie Robinson and lives in Sweetzer, Indiana: Jolin, who ta: ed 
Eva Underhill, lives in Berrien county: Melville C., who married Linda Shafer, 
and resides on the old farm; Charles W.. 2d, married Satie Woolley, und re- 
sides in Faulkton, Dakota, and Dora, now Mrs. John EH. Gralum, of St. Joseph. 


ORLIN I. PUTNAM [portriits.] 
was born in New Hampshire, July 8, 1814. Only his early boyhood days were 
passed among the hills of New England, for at the age of seven years Orlin 
with his father’s family removed to the state of New York, and in October [S36. 
came to Michigan arriving in what is now the township of Clarendon, on the 
30th of that month, locating on section 8 On the 5th of April, 183s, Mr. Put- 
nam was united in marriage to Miss Caroline Brown who was born in Rome. 
Oneida county, N. Y., June 6, 1815. They continued to reside in Clarendon 
until 1858, when they purchased and removed to the farm in Eckfora. where 
they have since lived and where they are surrounded by all that heart could 
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wish, and where i ir ining v a - 
BA EartSRe rege ecivas declining years they are in the enjoyment of all the 


int farm home. They rae F ay 
lov : per oeeerc te ‘They are estimable people and have_the 
ee seca eae ae ee code of friends and acquaintances. Mr. and Mrs. 
was born Maret so. #l! grown to manhood and womanhood. Louana A- 
arch 13, 40; Charles B., May 10, 42: Frank O.. April 6, "$4: F: 

A;,Jantiary 8, 746; George A. Mavch oe) Foe Cee Tne 
and Eliza H. twins, May ‘1 arch 8, “48; Henry O., April 3, "50; John HL., 
is now ‘Irs. W. eee uy 19, 53, and Edward, September 19, 55. Louana 

y tlrs. Wm. E. Griggs, Northville; Frank married May Jackson, and 
lives in Sunfield: F; 2a VOLE 5 rank married May Jackson, and 
= eld; Fanny is now Mrs Thomas VanBuren. and also resides in 
Sunfield; George married [Hele Philips as) Vand Ww Ahr d also res. 
Henry married Emma Mai en lilips and lives in Plainfield, Tosco county: 
Dodge, and lives in i ena and resides in Sunfield; John married Julia 
<r Spring Arbor, and Edvin and Eliza married Wm. H. H. Pandy, and lives 
old homestead. ° married Stella Bryant, and is now living at the 

7 : DR. GEORGE W. BLAIR [portiait.] 
be a in Brattleborough, Vermont, February 17, 1806.  George’s mother 
hie Bey he ng a mere child and he was left to care for himself, living with 
aHaeantindcd tee He Was an energetic boy and his elucation was commenced 
Tisidavs being ou y ag aut night. by the light supplied by burning pine Knots, 
teen can howe tn ey forming the tasks set for him. _ At the age of seven- 
fession tl sik f. ° Western New York, where he studied his chosen pro- 
e n that of a physician with a Dr. Billings, an eminent practitioner. While 
studying medicine George supported himself by teaching school, and by bis 
own exertions alone, took a collegiate course at Carolton College, a leading 
institution where he graduated with honors in June 1833. He then returned 
to New York, where he practiced for a time and then czme to Michigan, looked 
the state over and settled in this village, then known as Barneyville, in 1536. 
In 1837, he went back to New York, where he married Miss Betsey Cleveland, 
who was born in Oneida county, that state, April 16, 1812. 9 W ith his young 
bride he returned to Homer, the journey being made with a horse and carriage. 
Here he passed the remaining years of a long and usefal life. But few if any 
of the earlier physicians in this county were better or more favorably known, 
but few if any in this county had a more extensive practice. His pioneer life 
was full of interesting incidents with Indians, and thrilling adventures with 
wild beasts of prey. Many a time had he been turned to the road side by the 
bear, more than once at night time had he for hours taken refuge in a tree, 
away from the wolves. In eariy days he traveled on horseback, many times 
journeying ten and twenty miles to visit the sick, guided in his travel by marked 
trees. Ie continued in active practice until 1869, when a severe and pro- 
tracted illness with typhoid fever unfitted him from riding. His last illness 
was trom a fall which resulted in the return of a nervous prostration, death 
occurring May 27, 1881. His companion still lives and resides at the old home. 
In her youth she embraced the Christian religion, and has since lived in ac- 
cordance with its teachings and precepts: In 1884, a stroke of paralysis rudely 
announced the uncertainty of life, and with shattered constitution, she who 
was once so active, awaits the inevitable and unexceptional call to give an ac- 
count of her stewardship to her Divine Master. Children:—Ellen M.. born 
October 3, °38; Anson C., born August 9, 40; Cornelia C., born February 23, “42; 
Eawin W., born August 16, 43 and Albert H., born June 12, 45. Ellen is at 
the homestead caring’for her mother, Anson and Cornelia, both died young: 
Edwin married Helen A. Palmer, (see portrait and sketch elsewhere) and Al- 
bert married Ella A. Smith, lives east of this village and has two children, 
Bessie L. and Maud L. 
DR. DWIGHT B. NIMS [portrait] 

was of English descent, his anscestors emigrating to this country in colonial 
times. He was a son of James and Lucy Nims, the latter’s maiden name be- 
ing Boyden, and was of a family of ten children, two of which, Lucy, who mar- 
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ried Fordyce F. Orcott, and Iorace are still living, the latter in Columbia, 
S.C. Dwight was born in Conway, Massachusetts, September 12, 1808. His 
professional education was received at the Fairfield, N. Y., College of Physici- 
ans and Surgeons,western district, and at the Berkshire Medical Institute, his 
degree of M. D. being conferred at the latter institution in June 1833. In the 
same year he entered upon the practice of his profession in the state of New 
York, and on the 8th of September, 1834, was united ini marriage to Miss 
Anna A. White, the ceremony taking place in Marcellus, the above named 
state. In 1835, he came with his family to Michigan locating in Clinton, and 
in 1839, removed to this villuge. IIere he lived practicing his profession with 
eminent ability ahd suecess until late in 1864, when he removed to Jackson 
city. Dr. Nims was a man of fine natural talents, good education, excellent 
social qualities, and one of the best read and successful physicians in central 
Michigan. He was a member of the Onondaga county, N. Y., Medical Society, 
the Calhoun County Medieal Society, the Jackson County Medical Society. be- 
ing President of the latter. He was also a member of the slichigan State 
Medical Society, and from 1856, up to the time of his death, was a member of 
the American Medicul Association. IIe was one of the early pioneers in his 
chosen profession in this section, was an honorable man, one held in high e¢s- 
teem by his professional brethren, and although he had lived the Psalmist 
three score and ten years. his death whieh oceurred in Jackson, April 15, 
1879, was deeply regretted by all who knew him. Ie was a Master Mason. 
In religion he was an_Episcopalian—In polities an ardent democrat. Mrs. 
Nims is still living and resides in Muskegon. Children:—Frederie A.. Mil- 
dred L. and Leslie I., only the two former being now living and both are mar- 
ried. Frederic is a prominent attorney at Muskegon and Mildred is now Mrs. 
C. P. Goodwin, and resides in Toledo, Ohio. 

DR, VERNON PARKS [portrait] 
was born of New England parentage on the 14th day March, 1512. in the town 
of Livonia, Livingston county, state of New York. The earliest date men- 
tioned in his family record, is the year 1740, when his great| grandfather Na- 
thaniel Parks was a residént of Guilford, Counceticut. The Parks’ family was 
undoubtedly of English origin. Yet in his veins ran also the blood of the 
Huguenots, of France, for his father’s mother, whose maiden name was 
Anna Beaumont was descended directly from that people. Born to no heritage 
of wealth or ease, the years of his minority were spent in assisting his fathes 
in the labors incident to the clearing up. and cultivation of a new farm. — Lis 
opportunities for acquiring an education, though they might be lightly esteemed 
at the present day.were good for that time and place. While his summers were 
mostly spent in Jabor on the farm, the comparatively leisure time of winter was 
devoted to study, and attendence at a good common school in the distriet where 
he lived. So good use did he make of his opportunities that when he was 
seventeen years of age, at the solicitation of his teacher, he cneagved in teaching 
the winter term of a school ina neighboring district. Six suecessive winter 
terms of teaching constituted the sum of his labors in that direction. 
In the spring of 1832 he removed with the family tothe town of Pembroke. 
Genesee county, N. Y., where his father, having sold his place in Livonia, lid 
bought another and larger farm. In the spring of IS34. after the close of Lis 
winter term of school, he entered the oflice of Dr. Aaron Long, at) Lone’s Cor- 
ners, (now Corfu,) a small village in the town of Pembroke and t 
study of medicine, and the years 1835-6, he spent at the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege in Philadelphia. Ie took his second course of lectures at the Parilicld 
Medical College, N. Y., at which institution he was graduated with the decre 
of M. D. in 1837. Soon after completing his collegiate course he entered into 
partnership with Dr. Long, in whose oftice he had pursued his studies from 
the beginning. A. few months after his graduation, occurred his marriage to 
Fidelia Bradley who was then residing at Pembroke, and not far from 2 your 
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later he mule a profession of religion and united with the Presbyterian chureh. 
In the winter of 1838-9 he made a prospecting tour to iitcniat, and in the 
spting of 1839 he remoyed with his family to this village, where he continued 
to reside until his death, which occurred on the 16th of May, 1863. After lo- 
cating at Ilomer his principal occupation was the practicing of his profession, 
although he engaged in various business pursuits in all of which as well as lh 
profession, he achieved a laudable degree of success. As a citizen he was 
public spirited and took a prominent part in all matters of public inter 
pecially in the building of churches and schools, as well as other 

which were calculated to promote the prosperity and importance of tl 

which he lived. His family at the time of his lo ting in Tomer, consist 

his wife and one child, Minette, born November 1 3, 1838. On Septenber 14, 
1841, a son, Charles I. was born, who died in infancy, as did also the da ighter, 
Minette. The children of his family who survived him were Henry E.. born 
April 23,1843; Albert V., born June 2, 1845: Mary E.. born June 80, 1850; all 
of whom are now residents of Homer. [is wite sarvived him nine years, ber 
death occurring April 15, 1872 , 


Jae 
EDWARD ILENDERSON [portrait] 

was born February 2, 1807, in the Parish of Killuean, County West Meath, Ive- 
land. Tle was early apprenticed to a tailor, learned the trade, workel in dif- 
ferent places in his native land, until April 5, 1832, when he embarkel in a 
sailing vessel from the city of Dublin for America, landing in Quebec, after a 

> of sixty threo days. This was the year of the great cholera epidemic, 
and Mr. IL. was in the very midst of it during his stay. in Quebec, faithfully 
doing what he could to alleviate suffering. From Quebee he removed to Clevc- 
land, Ohio, and from there, in the year 1837, exme to Elomer where he las 
since lived. Ie was married in 1839 to Miss Fanny Bordwell, who died in 
September 18£), leaving an infant aaughter, Frane+s B., born September 6, 
1840, and now the wife of William J. Gregg, of Homer. In 18#2 Mr. Hend 
son was azain married, his second wife being Vrs. Fanny Woodruff. | Two I- 
dren were the fruit of this union. William E lw id, born October 1, 1845, who 


was married to Miss Elida Smith of Litehtield in June, 1869, and is at present 


an engineer on the Michigan Central railroad and lives in Jackson. The other, 
Sarah Foster. born April 26, 1850, also lives in Jackson, being the wife of 
George Peppet, who is also an engineer on the Michi#an Central. Mr.and Mrs. 
Peppet have an interesting family of four children: Fanny, who is almost a 
young lady, and three noble boys, Freddie, Eddie and Georgie. For miuny years 
Mr. Henderson was the leading druggist in Homer and because of his skill and 
great kindness and success in nursing the sick he has won and still unwillingly 
wears the sobriquet of “Dr.” Ife has served the township of Ilomer as Clerk, 
and was for sixteen years Postmaster of Homer, being commissioned under 
President Lincoin. Mr. Henderson distinctly remembers the funeral obsequi 
of Sir Edward Pakenham, who was the British commander at the battle of 
Orleans and was killed in that memorable fight, and whose remains were taken 
back to Ireland and buried in the ancestral ate in the parish of Killucan. 
Mr. Henderson was one of the original members of the Presbyterian church or- 
ganized in Homer in 1888 and was for many years an elder and deacon in the 
church. With the exception of John Janes, he 1s the only living survivor of the 
original membership. 
MICHAEL GREGG [portrait.] 
comes from Scotch parentage, who were during our struggle for national in- 
dependence, firm and unilinching patriots, his grandfather after Whom he 
Wis named, and who was born in 1758, having served both as private and officer 
An ink horn carried by this Michael Grege was 
The present Michael Grese 
n Bucks 
county, Pennsylvania. © 29th, J ; ; S| ttuth 
Warner Clark, who was four years his junior, and who is also a native of Bucks 


HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS. 


county. The young couple moved to Michigan in 1836, first making their home 
in Tecumseh, but removed to Clarendon in 1837, and thence to Ilomer in 1849. 
They are the parents of four children, one of whom died in infancy. 
John Clark Gregg, the eldest, (of whom a more extended notice 1s found el 
where in this book) was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, September ; 
1836, and died in the city of Washington, while in the military service of his 
country, January 9, 1868. William J. was born in Clarendon, Michigan, July 
22, 1839, and was married to Miss Frances Bordwell Henderson. ¢ ctober 30, 
1867. They reside in IIomer and have one daughter, Edith Louise. at 
Frances, the youngest child of M. and R. W. Gregg was born in ITomer, , 
21, 1858, and was married in July 3, 1874, to Clarence A. Barnum, and theynow 
live in Elmira, in the northern part of Michigan, with a happy little frnily of 
four interesting children, John A., Mary F., Louise and Willie. Mr. nicl 
Gregg in their home in Clarendon experienced all the hardships of pioneer life, 
the entire family being “clothed with puro linen clean and white” mui factared 
by Mrs. G.’s own hands. At one time their cabin was of the most primitiv 
character, but it was covered with fIne black walnut plank of three t hiekness 
which at present prices would, if sold, have paid for a palatial residence. M 
G. about this time invented a rude corn grinding apparatus, spoken of clewhere 
in this book, and also 2 device for making rope. In early life Mr. G. was very 
popular as clerk and salesman, but on coming to Michigan he engaged in 

ing, afterwards clerking fora time, and afterwards engaging in busin 
himself. For more than twenty years he has been the leading fur} 

vicinity. Mr. G. has been a man of great physical endurance and 

strength, and even in his old age he possesses great vigor. 


ELLERY PALMER POTTER [portrait] 


was born in Lyons. Wayne county, New York, August 22,1515. At the 

15 years he entered the employ of one Newel Taft of whom he learn: 

of carpenter. Mareh 16, 1886, with Thomas 8. Dorsey and ot! 

for Michigan, arriving at Barneyville on the 8d of April, having 

road cighteen days. Just one week later he went to work for F. BR. Tiatch. 

first day’s service wooding a plow and assisting in raisin barn north of thi: 

village on the farm now owned by the Hatchs. January 1. ISt0. Sr. Pott 

was married to Miss Permelia Johnson, who was born in Parma, Monroe co 

ty. New York, August 18, 1818, and who came to Michigan with her 

1833. The journey was through Canada, wis made with ox team 

sumed thirty days. In 1886 Miss Johnson taught school in a little shanty » 

her parent’s home in South Albion. Mr. Potter cast his first vote in this town 

ship in 1886, voting for Henry Clay, and since that date or for fifty-two ye 

has voted at every township, county, state and presidential election lietd in this 

place. IIe had also voted at every village @tection here until his remov: 

the country two years ago. For nearly halfa century he was promi 

tified with the business industries of this plece. The Potter foundry 

ine institution of its kind in the state in carly days, and the Pott 

store was one of the finest retail establishments in Southern Michigi 

ern times. In the time of the late war Mr. Potter was appointed a depu 

shal and gave nearly his whole time to his country’s cause. No pe 

it i id, was more liberal with his own means or spent more of his own tit 
sing troops than the subject of this sketch. He is a man of kindanud ¢ 
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village; John C., born May 21, 1848, died June 2, 1849; Byronand Myron, 
twins, born May 23, 1850, died May 26, 1850; Harvey H., born June 7, 1852, 
married December 15, 1874, to Estelle Dickinson, who died August 1, 1881; 
Ellery J., Elida and Edwin J.—all single. -Grand children:—Ellery P., Laila 
5., Susan P. and Ina E., children of Elizabeth, and Charles H., son of Harvey. 
DAVID L. MAHANY [portrait.] ‘ 

is of Irish-Scotch descent and was born in Northumberland, Pennsylvania, May 
15, 1815. His father was a soldier‘in the war of 1812. and both grandfathers 
were soldier patriots in the Revolution, his grandfather Mahany being killed at 
the battle of the Cow Pens. The widow of the latter afterward inarried an 
English soldier of the same war. David passed his boyhood days in his native 
town, where, upon arriving at manhood, he had learned the trade of tailor, 
which occupation he followed in different places in Peunsylvania until early in 
1837, when he went to Cleyeland, Ohio, where he remained a few months and 
then came to Homer, arriving in the fall of that year. Since that time he has 
been a resident of this place. He continued at tailoring for some years and then 
went into the mercantile trade which he followed up to a few sigo. On 
January 1, 1840, he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah A. Mr ty, who was 
born in Charlton, New York, September 6, 1823. Mr. Mahany is a man who 
has not sought official honor, still one who has been frequently called upon to 
fill positions of trust; was also postmaster here in early days. Te is an unpre- 
tending man, unless we except When he is speaking of how he used to jump, 
wrestle and pitch quoits, when in his prime. In politics a republican —an ex- 
ceptionally good man however. In fact it’s a long journey eer you'll find a bet- 
ter man than “Uncle Mac,” or a happier home than is found beneath his roof. 
Children: Sarah J., born April 12, 1842, married William IL. Maxfield Decem- 
ber 25, 1865, resides in Milwaukee, Wis.; Lydia €.. born July 20, 1844, died 
February 5, 1865; William L., born September 15, H 
Dickinson Mareh 13, 1872, lives 


Sarah; B. 
Ella J. 
ELIHU H. LEACH [portrait.] 


fifth child and second son of Elihu and Sarah Leach (see Vol. IT. which will be 
issued to the subscribers of the INDEX for 1889.) and was born in W. yne coun- 
ty, New York, July 22. 1823. [Ee came to Michizan with his father’s family in 
the spring of 1834, settling on section 10 of this township. where he for several 
years lived and helped his father in improving the new farm. In 1833 the sub- 
ject of this sketch removed to this village and engaged in. the manntfacture of 
harness, « portion of the time having a branch s op at Jonesville whieh did a 
good business. Ie continued in the harness trade for some years and in 1S6s, 
sold his property here and purchased of Henry Churehill the desirable place 
known as the Nursery farm two miles southeast ot. this place, where he has 
since resided, with the exception of # year in ISS4-5 passed with his family in 
Nebraska with the hopes of benetiting the uth of an invalid son. Mr. Leach 
was twice married, first on October 6, 1847, to Miss Mary J. Talmage, who was 
born in New York state, March 27, 1829, and died October 5, 1850; second, on 
June 16, 1852, to Miss J. A. Elizabeth Eslow, daughter of the late Nathan Es- 
low, who was born in Ontario, New York, 1830, and died August 27, ISS7. A 
noble Christian woman, beloved by a large cirele of friends and acquaintances. 
Mr. Leach is a member of the M. E. church. lives a quiet Christian life, is unas- 
suming in manners, and a good man in the fullest sense of the term. Ele has 
been a Master Mason for forty years and has held several offices in Humanity 
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« hter and 
Lodge. Mr. Leach had six children by his second marriage, one ae aE Cresco, 
five sons: Eugene H., born December 2, 1854, married os 7 959, died January 
Towa, and now lives in Nebraska; Susa M., born Sept. 1 D er and lives on 
8, 1864; Winfield S., born July 17, 1861, married Cc. Adelle ne and Arthur 
the old farm; “Babe,” a little son who died in infancy; ae ane children:— 
E., twins, born August 7, 1869, Abram dying July 25, 1885. hters of Winfield. 
Susie B., daughter of Eugene; Espie W. and Bessie M., daugh' 


LEDLIE BURT [portrait-] 


was born in Shelby, Orleans county, New York, June 24, ein an ee 
his father’s family, Ledlie came to Michigan and settled in aes tori Be 
or in the immediate vicinity he passed his remaining years, | aa ! Sear to 
ing that of farming. September 5, 1840, Mr. Burt was ee art November 
Miss Ann Merchant, who was born in Schoharie county, New Yor fancy. Be- 
1, 1825. From this union two children were born, both dying 1 Willis Burt 

reft of their little ones, they adopted a son who became known as W ‘ ee 
Willie enlisted in Co. G. 18th Reg. Mich. Infantry, and after only yee m 1864, 
service, was striken with fever and died in Nashville, Tennessee, 4 te nes cen 
aged nineteen years. July 28, 1878, Ledlie Burt was found dead PO ih he had 
ises, haying been stricken with heart disease, an ailment with Ww aid fe wae 
been troubled for years. Mr. Burt had ways peculiar to himself, bu 1 hose 
one of those noble men whose heart would melt at the sight of sorrow ane wi = 
hand wus ever open in charity for the relief of distress. For sixteen ZEaES f 

had been a member of the M. E. church and was a firm believer in the ae i- 
ciency of the atoning blood of the Crucified One to save. Ile was eevee hci 
manners, strong in his attachments, and naturally friendly to all. His sudden 
death, therefore, occasioned universal sorrow in the community. Being indus- 


trious, temperate and frugal, he accmnulated a property which placed his de- 
voted wife beyond want. November 6, 1884, Mrs. Burt married Ifarley C. 
Clark, who died in this village March 1, 1886. Though she is again left alone. 
without a kind husband or loving children upon whom to lean in her declining 


years, she is one of those noble Christian women who has a dear Savior to whom 
she goes for comfort. and in whom she has firm faith to believe that she will 
find support in her lonely journey. 
BARNES KENNEDY [portrait] 

was born in Norway, Herkimer county, New York, April 8, 180S. When six 
years of age, with his father’s family he removed to Madison county, the same 
state. There he remained until the spring of 1832, when he set out for Michi- 
gan, arriving in Marshall in April of the same year, where he went to work at 
carpentering on the CGieorge Kitehum grist mill, which was being erected. 
Barnes was one of the thirteen volunteers ordered to Prairie Ronde at the time 
Black Hawk threatened to invade Michigan, and is the only one of the thirteen 
now living. Later the same year Mr. Kennedy came to what is now Clarendon 
and located 160 acres of land on section 2 of that township. This purchase he 
sold the year following, to Anthony Doolittle, receiving for the same 2400, 
doubling his money. In the fall of 1837 he went buck to New York, where he 
was united in marriage to Miss Prudence Barker, of Sullivan county. With 
his young wife he returned to Michigan and went to living in good earnest on 
the farm two miles west of this village where he still resides and where he 
passed his 80th year yesterday, April 8, 1888, haying owned and occupied the 
one farm for half a century. Mrs. Kennedy died December 29, 1857. July 6, 
1859, M1. Kennedy was again married, this time to Mrs. Maria Mendell who 
is still living. Both are estimable people and both have the respect of a large 
circle of acquaintances. Both have puassed the allotted time to man on earth. 
yet both are'in the enjoyment of passable health, which is a good indication 
that several years may yet roll around ere their sun will set. Mr. Kennedy is 
the father of three children, two by his first wife: Cicero B., born November 


oer. 
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24, 1838, died a martyr to his country in Mumfordsville, Ky., January 26, 1863; 
Abby J., born June 29, 1842, died Sept. 1, 1847; one by second wife, Carrie V., 
who lives with her parents at the old home. 

DAVID L. HUTCHINSON [portrait.] 
was born in Sullivan, Madison county, New York, November 30,1806. He 
passed his boyhood days in the region of the historic Oneida lake, and in 1832, 
at the age of twenty-five years he set out for Michigan to make his fortune. 
He arrived in what is now Clarendon township in October of 1832, locating land 
near the present site of the F. B. church on Cook's Plains. In June 1833, he 
sold his original purchase to Isaac Hopkins, and bought the southwest quarter 
of Sec. 10, Clarendon, where he erected a log eabin in which he “kept bach” for 
nearly four years. April 9, 1837, he was united in marriage to Miss Huldah 
M. Bennett, who was born in Wayne county, New York, February 16, 1518, and 
died at the homestead in Clarendon, June 20, 1480. Mr. Hutehinson died Sep- 
tember 18, 1887, being one of the last of the early settlers in this section to be 
summoned by the Divine Master to appear before him in the world to come. 
Mr. IL. died on the farm which he had owned and occupied fifty-four 5 : 
on the land where a half century ago the deer and turkey fell before his we 
aimed rifle, and the great oak crumbled to ewth from the master stroke of his 
axe, Which echoed in the forest. Te was an invalid the last twe re 
his life, a portion of the time being so helpless as to be unable to f 
When in the strength of manhood, he was a hard working, energe 
one who was liberal and generous. The latch-string of the ELutchinson pio 
home was always out, and a weary traveler or lind seeker was ever welco 
partake of the hospitalities within. Chilaren: Joseph, born February 
1810, married Evangeline E. Fox. April 13. 1871, lives in Clarendon; Olive, 
born August 14, 1844, married Charles E. Allen. July 14, 1866, resides in Port- 
land; Charles IL., born August 11, 1847, lives et the eld homestead; born 
December 15, 1848, died September 7, 1850; Daniel J., born November 25, 1552, 
married Emma H. Gill, January 28, 1881, also lives on the old farm: Laura J., 
born March 1, 1856, married Milton Ogden, Mareh 23, 1874, resides in Burling- 
ton. Grand children: David L., Sarah A., Ellery P., Alletta L., children of 
Joseph; Frank R., Rosa A. and Hattie Z lildren of Laura. 

JAMES W. VANDEBULG [portrait.] 
was born in Genesee county, New York, August 26, 1514. At the aze of four- 
teen years he removed with the family to Wayne county, ne state. In 
Wayne county, March 30, 1887, he was united in marriage to Miss Mabel Mar- 
kie, who was born in Northumberland, England, September 5, 1816, In 1839 
Mr. and Mrs. Vanderburg and daughter Mary set out for Michigan, in due time 
arriving in this county and locating in Clarendon. The land purchased con- 
sisted of 160 acres on section 8. To this amount more land was added and 
at this time the whole consists of 360 acres and is one of the fin tnd most 
productive farms in thetownship. At the time of its purchase it was covered 
with dense forest of heavy timber, but Mr. Vandeburg being a man of energy 
and perseverence, he went at the work before him with a will, and being a pow- 
erful man physically, fuvored with almost Herculean strength. the great oaks 
fast fell beneath the strokes of his all-powerful axe. The great fo s, Which 
were the favorite hunting grounds of the Indian, were swept away to be re- 
placed with beautiful meadows and rich fieldsof golden grain. Mr. Vandeburg 
as a farmer was a hard working man, but for the toil while in the full vigor of 
his manhood, he is amply repaid with an abundance in these later years when 
the infirmities of age have so crept upon him, that he has become almost help- 
less. In 1869 Mr. and Mrs. Vandeburg leased their farm, purchased a pleas- 
ant home in this village, where they are still residing. Mrs. Vandeburg is a 
noble woman, and she and her now invalid husband have the respect and es- 
teem of all who know them. Children: Mary Jane, born December 26, 1837, 
married Simeon Swartwout in March, 1860, died November 14, 1867; James I., 
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Nellie, Essie and Frank; Vernon D., born August 13, 1858, is single and lives 
at the homestead. 


SMITH W. NELSON [portrait.] 


was born in Duchess county, New York, in January 1808. There he passed his 
boyhood days, and there after arriving at manhood, he was united in marriage 
to Miss Marie Ostrom, who was born in the same county in April, 1811. In 
1835 Mr. Nelson came to Michigan and purchased lands threo miles east of this 
village which are now owned by George A. Aldrich and Mr. Sherrard, upon 
which a cabin had been built. After making some primitive improvements he 
went back to New York and returned with his family in the fall of 1836. Upon 
his return trip, in addition to his own family he was accompanied by Rev. Will- 
iam Farley and Isaac L. Ostrom and their families. Mr. Ostrom was a broth- 
er of Mrs. Nelson, and Mrs. Farley a sister. The entire journey was overland 
with teams. The Nelsons moved into the log cabin, in due time built on an ad- 
dition, the whole making quite a commodious dwelling. About 1856 the frame 
house now owned by Mr. Aldrich was erected, and at the time of its erection 
it was one of the finest residences in this section, and situated as it was ina 
beautiful grove on the brow of a gently sloping hillside made it not only an ele- 
gant home for its occupants, but one much almired by others. In this home 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson past their last years on exrth. In this home both passed 
to the reward which was awaiting them in that still more beautiful homme on 
yonder shore. Kind, generous, upright and Christian people, they were beloved 
by all that knew them. Both were members of the M. E. church of this village, 
Mr. Nelson for years being class-leader. Both were laid away in our village 
cemetery, Mrs. Nelson dying February 8, 1871, and her companion July 23, 
1873. Alr. Nelson was the first keeper of the poor farm in this county, being 
appointed to that position in 1850, holding the same for nine years. Children: 
Isaac J. and Mary E., born in New York and Byron, Josephine and A. Eugene 
born in this township. All are living and married—Muary, now Mrs. B. B. 
Cook, Albion; Josephine, Mrs. James Thompson, South Albion; and Byron and 
Eugene living in St. Louis, this state. 
ISAAC J. NELSON [portrait.] 
son and first born of Smith W. Nelson, made his appearance on this mundane 
sphere in Duchess county, New York, March 16, 1833. IIe accompanied the 
family to Michigan in 1836. It is natural to suppose that he remembers nothing 
about the trip, but we will venture the assertion that the older ones in the party 
who had the care of him in the long tiresome journey, camping at night by the 
road side, were always aware that young “Ike” was with the crowd. Junuary 
4, 1855, Isaac married Miss Clarrissa C. Cook, daughter of Thomas Cook, Ma- 
rengo, who died April 1, 64,aged 80 years. June 12, 1883, he married Mrs. Mar- 
tha J. Linton, who was born in County Antrim, Ireland, and resides in this vil- 
lage. Ile is a liquor dealer by occupation and for elegance his palatial estab- 
lishment is among the first in the state. Ie als» owns one of the finest blocks 
in the village. For several years he was a deputy sheriff and in that capacity 
he was one of the most eflicient officers the county has ever had. He has taken 
a good deul of interest in politics and for years has been prominently identitied 
in the councils of the party to which he belongs. 
JOHN WIKOFF RICHEY [portrait.] 

was born near Trenton, New Jersey, April 5, 1802. There he passed his early 
days and upon arriving at manhood removed to the state of New York where, 
on July 27, 1823, he was united in marriage to Miss Annie Brown, of Ulysses, 
Tompkins county, the latter state. In the spring or early summer of L832, Mr. 
Richie with his family, consisting of his wife and two children Lawrence and 
Henry B. 1st, came to this state and settled on Cook’s Plains northwest of this 
village. Here, after a residence of only a little over one short year, October 
15, 1833, the Angel of Death entered their pioneer home and took from beneath 
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its roof, little Henry. Sadness and sorrow pervaded the Bousebold- Thoush 
even in this, then great wilderness, kind friends were found to Pa : epee Ms 
none could bring back the family’s darling boy. Mr. Richey followe' pantie 
as an occupation but in an early day he did a good deal of esa th ot 
goods from Detroit and Ann Arbor to this village. The millstones _ ie ee : 
Homer Mills were brought from Ann Arbor by Mr. Richey, on whic pees a 
while near Jackson he came near losing his life by one of the stones Ss. eae 
from the wagon and falling on him. He died at his home in Eckford, Sep- 
tember 30, 1871, Mrs. Richey surviving him over thirteen years, dying Decem- 
ber 1, 1884. They were clever, kind-hearted and generous people, whose names 
are well worthy of a place in the records of early days. Children: Lawrence, 
who married Harriet Young in 1856, lives in Jackson; Henry Bb. Ist, died Octo- 
her 15, 1833; Elizabeth M., now Mrs. T. R. H. Little, Greenville, Lowa; Henry 
B. 2d; Anson W., married Orpha Baleomb, March 17, 1867; and William H. 
THOMAS 0. DUNTON [portrait.] 
was born in the town of Georgia, Franklin county, Vermont, July 4, 1822. 
Among the hills ot New England he first got « peep of this great land of liber- 
ty, and it was on Independence Day at that. Not every one has been so blessed 
but those who have cannot help but think a guod deal of the day we celebrate, 
and would not object even if it came much oftener. When Thomas L 
quite young the family removed to the state of New York, and on the 10th of 
April, 1886, left Rochester, the latter state, for Michigan. They took the canal 
to Buffalo and made Detroit via Lake Erie, the freight and passage costing 219- 
They first settled in what is now Eckford, where they arrived April 25th. In 
the following month the family moved to Battle Creek where a farm was pur- 
chased. Thomas went with his parents and remained with them until the fall 
of 1839, when he came back to Eckford, where on October 17, 1842, he married 
Miss Harriet Prior, who was Lorn in the state of New York, Mareh 25 
After their marriage Mr. Dunton removed to Battle Creek, where | 
80 acres of heavy timbered lands, cutting and hauling an immen: 
timber used in the building of the Michigan Central railroad. In 1: 
his lands in Battle Creek, again came to Eckford and purchased the farm 
on which he has since made his home. He and his noble companion. now an 
invalid, still live in a Jand which. half a century ago they saw a vast wilderness. 
They have seen those lands ceveloped through cultivation until they were 
caused, to bud and blossom as the rose, and the great forests changed into 
tilled fields bringing torth golden giain. Many an old pioneer have they he 
to lay away in the dark and silent tomb. Yet Mr. und Mrs. Dunton still live. 
But as it is with all mankind; as days, months and years pass away, they too, 
are drawing nearer, still nearer that bourn whence no traveler returns. Chil- 
dren: Frances, now Mrs. Charles Vandevoort, lives at the homestead; Lil 
now Mrs. Judson Owen, Eckford: and George E., who married Ella Hiurring- 
ton, lives in this village. Grand ohildren: Liyona, Maggie, Etna, Floyd, 
Mylo and “babe,” children of Lillie: Alina and “Dot.” children of George. 
BARNEY GARDNER [portrait.] 
was born in Warren county, New Jersey, July 28, 1820. He livedin Jersey un- 
til nearly seventeen years of age, when he followed the tide of emigration to 
Michigan, arriving in Homer, May 26, 1837. Ue went to work by the month 
for Powell Grover and continued in the latter’s employ for thirteen years. He 
worked in the Grover mill and on the Grover farm. in fact he seems to have 
been a general utility man on the Grover premises. On September 18. 1850, he 
was married to Miss Larettie Stookey and in 1851 moved onto the farm on sec- 
tion 23, on which farm he still resides, having owned and occupied the same 
for thirty-seven years. Mrs. Gardner died January 3.1872. There was one 
child, William, who was born September 5, 1860. He is still single, tor the past 
two years has been in the West and at this time is in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
Mr. Gardner is an exceptionally clever, good natured man; everyt ody likes him, 
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few if any of the early settlers, or the later ones as for that matter, have more 
or warmer friends in the community, and although he is nearing the alloted 
time to man on earth, he is still in good health. We bespeak for ‘‘Uncle 
Barney” many years of health and happiness in the land of his adoption. 


EZRA ARCHER [portrait.] 
is an Englishman and was born in Swanborn, Buckinghamshire, England, in 
the spring of 1804. When 22 years of age he married Miss Hannah Collier, 
who was bornin Great Marlow, near Ezra’s native town. In 1833, with his 
family, then consisting of his wife and one child, Leah, he came to the United 
States, first settling in Utica, New York, where he remained some three years, 
then going to New Ilartford and still later to Port Byron, the same state. In 
184 he came to Michigan, settling in this township. and has since been a resi- 
dent among us. Ie has been a farmer by occupation, but from 1865 to 1870, he 
presided in the office of the Homer Hotel, and made a capital good man for the 
place. About four years ago he retired from active work on his farm and came 
to the village where he now makes his home. Ie does not pretend to be one of 
the purest and most noble specimens of the works of the Creator, but if men 
ever lived who had hearts as big as an ox, “Uncle Archer” is one such. 
Although his head is silvered o’er with the frosts of eighty-four winters, his 
- Step is still steady ana his reasons good. Mrs. Archer died several years ago. 
Children: Leah, now Mrs. James Clark of East Homer, her first husband be- 
ing Edward Ayling who died in the army; Einma, now Mrs. Elias F. Cham- 
pion, East Homer; Mary, now Mrs. Nathan Strang, Pula: James, who mar- 
ried Marion Crisp, lives on ‘the old farm. Graud children: Hattie, George, 
Lewellyn and Emma, children of Leah; Douglas. Lillie and Jessie, children of 
Emma; Maud, daughter of Mary; and Warren E.and Nellie E., clildren of 
‘James. 
JACOB COOL [portrait.] 


Few if any of the early settlers were better or more favorably known than the 
subject of this sketch. Jacob Cool was born in Knowlton, Warren county, New 
Jersey, March 18, 1802. There he passed over thirty years of his] and there 
on the 20th of November, 1823, he married Miss Mary M. Wooliver, who was 
born in Jacob’s native town. In 1835 the family came to this state, settled in 
Tfomer, and for a time occupied one of the Powell Grover cabins, which have 
already been referred to. Later Mr. Cool purchased a farm on section 22 of 
this township, where he passed his remaining years and where he died Decem- 
ber 5, 1881, his good wife having preceded him to that home where sickness 
und death never enter, July 27, 1868. The portrait of Mr. Cool which is giv 
in this work was taken several years prior to lnis death, still to those who were 
his acquaintances it presents the features of the original, who was known in 
life as a kind husband and father, a good neighbor and an upright citizen. Mr. 
Cool was father of eight children: Caroline, Nelson, Susan, John, Andrew ,Char- 
lotte, Jehiel and Tenrietta. But four are now living: Andrew, who married 
Francena Thorington in September, 1868, lives on the old farm. Charlotte is 
now Mrs. L. H. Hovey, of Roehester, New York, to whom she was murried in 
June, 1864. Jehiel married France Lacey November 9, 1869, owns and occupies 
an elegant home southeast of this village. Henrietta married M. O. Robertson 
April 10, 1869, and lives in Ashton, Dakota. Grand children: Mary and Net- 
tie, children of Susan, whose husband’s name Was Morris; Byron J. and [rwin, 
sons of Andrew; Gertie, daughter of Jehiel; and Ada, Clarence, Orval, Eddy 
‘and Roy children of Henrietta. 

JAMES WORTHINGTON [portrait.] 
was born in Colchester, New London county, Connecticut, December 15, 1802. 
When James was six months old the family moved to Ogden, Monroe county, 
New York, where he was reared to manhood and where he lived until twenty- 
six years old. When twenty-four years old he married Miss Mary Lacy of Chili, 
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ing in Union 
Monroe county. He came to Michigan in October, 1843, first sca fine 
City, but in the June following came to Homer, where he aaa continuous- 
homestead two miles southeast of this village, which he nee a ot (hesame year 
ly ever since. On this farm Mrs. Worthington died in the fa Mx. Worthington 
of the family’s arrival in this township. October 5, 1847, ie ber 23. 
ori : ae = < ‘d. New York, who died October 25, 
married Mrs. Lovinia Hopkins, of Pittsford, New ¥ ork, go, when he came 
1876. Mr. Worthington occupied his farm up to a few years Sth C. With the 
to this village, making his home with his youngest son aes eee PONE TES 
latter he spent several months in California during the winter See kal aa 
turning in March. Mr. Worthington has been what is termed a successful man. 
: 4 = eae 2 ering he has become 
Through industry, good management and excellent financi g ‘that tow 
one of the wealthiest men in this section. THis life has been a Re eine 
in his declining years, when the infirmities of age are fast creeps He NadTour 
recipient of kind thoughts and words of cheer from one and all: ite t vanes 
children by his first wife, two dying in childhood; one, A aoa wife oo abe 
Bellows, of Rochester, New York, died in 1867, and one, James pine pe live : 
now living in Albion. By second wife cne, Charles C., who is married ane es 
in this village. 
DEACON DAVID JANES [portrait.] Sancti 

The following brief outline of a life recalls the name of | one long a to 
the settlers of this township. David Janes was born in Windham county, ie 
necticut, February 8, 1805. Whenamere child with his father’s een 1 
went to Vermont, where they remained a few years and then removed to Can- 
aan, New York. When David arrived at manhood he went to Lima, Living- 
ingston Co., the same state, where on Jan. 14. 1&29, he was united in mari 
to Miss Nancy Bacon, who was | orn in 1807 and died in this township May 
1863. In the fall of 18384 Mr. Jai.es. accompanied by his brother Eleaze : 
to Michigan and located lands southwest of this village, f.rming the nucleus of 
what later became known as the Janes Settlement. After entering his Jands 
the subject of this sketch went back to New York and returned with his family 
in the following spring, driving his own team and stock from Detroit, the jotr- 
ney from the latter place consuming one week. Mv. Janes was preminently 
identified in the early history of the township, aiding with a generous hand 
all worthy enterprises. Especially in religious matters he was ever ready with 
precept and example. He was a member of the Presbyte rchurch of t 
village from the time of its organization to his death, and was an officer in the 
same continuously for over a score of years, being a deacon, which caused hit 
to be commonly known as Deacon Janes. March 12,1887,0n the evening of a 
beautiful day in springtime, Deacon David Janes passed peacefully away. 
Laiden with years and honers, his life’s ‘duties ended, his work well done, he 
had gone for the reward awaiting him in Heaven. Children: Lydia, born Jan- 
uary 28, 1831, married Cyrus I. Church September 29, 1849; William, born April 
29, 1833, married Jane Pritchard December 25, 1854; Thomas II., born July 20. 
1835, married Jane Riggs December 16, 1856; Emily, born August 20. 1838, mar 
ried Asahel Pease December 17, 1856; Eliphalet B.. born November 4. 18-40, 
died July 30. 1844; Celia, born October 14. 1842, married William Ruell June 20, 
1865; Chloe W., born May 31, 1845, married Albert Juckett December 15, 1867. 
Mr. Janes had twenty-three grand children and eleven great grand children. 

WILLIAM HATCIL [portrait.] 

From the record in the old famiiy Bible published in 1801 we find that the 
subject of this sketch was born on the 27th day of August, }789,and that on the 
28th of December 1815, he married Miss Lydia A ett, who was born No- 
vember 6, 1898. Both were born and reared in Washington county, New York. 
In the war of 1812 Mr. Hateh was drafted, but being actively engaged in mer- 
cantile trade he hired a substitute, paying $300 for the same. In ISIS, with 
quite a large party, mostly relatives, the Hatehs removed to Llinois, settling 
in Mount Carmel. The journey to the latter state was made on a flat boat con- 
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eae pete Occasion, and the party were several weeks on the water. In 
years held ann y peeved to Ohio where Mr. Hatch almost continuously for 21 
and settled Pa office of Justice of the Peace. In 1850 they came to Michigan 
Huteh survi our miles south of this village, where Mrs. Hatch died in 1867, Mr. 
ing at the x hme her eighteen years, his death occurring April 20, 1885, he be- 
=e i aoe Lae nearly 97 years of age. Mr. Hatch was a member of an unus- 
old yee vemtly and what is truly remarkable, both parents lived to a good 
ypeas airs each of his brothers and sisters lived to be over ninety. Mr. Hatch 
Poa residence here had the respect and esteem of all who knew him, all 
eae 1 he was truly worthy. God in his goodness gave him a-longer life upon 
2 “4 dawn Usually falls tu the lot of man, and in the end a calm and peaceful 
Ronee Tle passed quietly away into that precious sleep to awake in the pres- 
ore of Him to whom he had looked for guidance, through life, and in whom 
Oi put his trust, in death, Children: KE. Mary, born March 7, 1518, died 
1 ctober il, 1832; Julia L. Maria,-born December 10, 1820, died September 30, 
 aeaet Elizabeth C., born November 16, 1822, died October 8, 1824; William C., 
orn Oz ber 14, 1825, diedat Sault St. Marie, November 19, 1463; Francis W 
bert May 25, 1829, died March 5, 1819; Catherine M., born July 10, 
March 29, 1882; De Alton P., born June 9, 1833, (see portrait els 
work); and John S., a veteran of the late war, now married and holding an im 
portant position in the Treasury department at Washington. Graud chiblren: 
Charles W., Marion (deceased), Francis J., Agaes G., Seymour B. seoused), 
Madelon V. and Zaide B., chillren of De Alton; Frederick W., Es Louise, 
Alice E. and Charles F., children of John. Great grand children: De Alton 


f. aud Tola M., children of Marion, whosg husband's name was Burtou. 
VICTOR D. RIGGS [portrait.] 

was a New Yorker by birth, having been born in Allegany county, th: 

June 27, 1809. In 1833 he married Miss Jane Wilkins, and two 

came to Michigan, making the entire journey with ox team, 4 v E 

niles southwest of this village, their lands iz on sections 19 and 39 of this 

township. Mrs. Riggs aied February 11, 1542, and in 1813 Mr. Riggs wiarricd 

Maria Hager who died Mareh 7, 18: In 3 Mr. Riggs married his third 

wife, Miss 5S des on the old fa 

She is an estimable lady and a noble Christian woman. Mr. Riggs dicd N 

8, 1882. At the time of his death he hvl ozeupie! the one farm for forty- 

years. For over thirty years he had been a Chistian believer and for that per- 

jod was a consistant and honored member of the Presbyterian church of this 

village and for many years was connected with the choir as member and teader. 

We Was aman naturally very modest and retiring in disposition, but at : 

He was honored aud respected in life, : 


home being in Missouri; Chi 

farm; Hattie M., born July 

Thomas V., born January 2 

M. and Fannie M., twins; 

reside with their mother and brother 

children: Ida May, Charles S. and Mary. childre 3 

ory, Nellie and Luther, children of Julia; Clarence and Florence, children of 
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children of Hattie. Great grand chil- 


Alexander; Bert, Bessie and Vernon, George Eline. 


dren: Walter and Dora, children of Ida May, now Mrs. 
MRS. RACHAEL JUCKETT [portrait-] 


Among the portraits and sketches of the early settlers, none is more worthy 
ofa place in this little book than Mrs. Rachael Juckett.or Aunt Rachael. as she 
is better known among her large circle of acquaintances. The faithful portrait 
given is from a photograph taken on December 7th last,on which day Aunt 
Rac hael had arrived at that gord old age of ninety-two years. Her maiden 
name was Gregory and she was born in Brothertown, New York. When fiv 
years of age the family removed to Livingston county, the same state. hare ’ 
on the 14th of September, 1816, she was united in ma ure to Gamaliel Juckett, 
a farmer by occupation, and together they tilled the s i], providing for a large 
family of children resulting from the union. In 1886 Mr. and Mrs. Juckett vs itl 
their ten children born in Livingsten county, set out for Michigan with a 
team of horses and after a thirty-five days journey, arrived in what is now 
Albion township, where they yu ised and settled on the lands now known : 
the Knickerbocker farm. Were more chindren were born, Tiere ins 
tember, 1847, Mr. Juekett was taken away by the hand of death.  Bereft of 
companion, the father of her children, Aunt Rachael was left in sadness and 
sorrow, but with that motherly Jove for Ler ¢fisprings she toiled on in’ Ler 
efforts to provide for those whem God in his goodness had given her to mertir 
and rear to monheed and wemanhecd. Tf any one of the large 
strayed frem the psths of uprightness it was not the fault of that k 
ing mother, who Hlessed them in infaney, guided their steps thre 
gave them Ww ise counsel os cone by one they bid farewell to the 
Aunt Rachael is now making her home with er daughter, Mrs. E. 
in this village. Ter extreme age betokens that but a few more suns 
and set ere she will start on the journey for the home awaiting the 
Christian mother en yonder shore. She has been a member of ¢ 
eburch for 77 years. She las had 16 children, 39 grand children 
graud children. Children: Elisha W.. married Elizabeth Spaulding 
in South Albion some yen 20 lij: th V., married Ma y Coleman, di¢ d 
army at Nashville, = nn. Evyolina L., married John Granger, who dic« 
her second hushand, IG. TTopkins of this village, where she still vesicde 
E., marrica Cacnee > Arsterburg res in South Temer: Samuel D.. 

Betsy Holden, died in army; Ract married Alva EF ordham who died 
starvation in Andersonville prison). lives in Albion; Gamatiel P., died in 
Albion in ?S8; Mary A., married Be Kelicutt, died in Albion: St« 
married Margarett Ostrom, served in Union army, uot livesin Tekonsha: 
ancey M., now widow of the late John Snelgrove, Burlington; Cynthia L 
ried Tenry Bennett and died in °65; Naney ... died in “6. 
TT. was in Union army, married a Kentucky bride and still lives in th 
Martha L. and two others died in childhood. Of the grand children, 
was the father of two; Elijah four; Evelina three, of which two are livin 
H. LL. per yueoetame gcd aS W., both residing in this village; William wi 
father of seven; Samuel. six; Rachael was the mother of four; Mary, three: 
Stephen was the f father of one child. Buyancy had three: the oldest, Sari 
married George Reuben Burleigh, the “New England bard,” James was the 
father of four children. 

MRS. BETSEY E. JANES [portrait.] 


Among the noble Christian women of the early pioneers of this township wits 
the subject of this brief sketch. Mrs. Betsey E. Janes, whose maiden mame 
was Heimpste: es was born in Long Island, New York, February 13, 1799. 
When Betsey was still a little girl the family moved to New Lebanon, Colum- 
bia county New York, where they remained several years. New Lebanon was 
the home of the Tildens. The Hempsteads were well acquained with the Til- 
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dens and when that distinguished son of the latter family, whom Mrs. Janes 
knew as a school boy, was nominated for President of the United States she 
earnestly wished that he might be elected. In 1822 Miss Hempsteal was 
united in marriage to Mr. Eleazer Janes, of Lebanon, and in 1827 removed to 
Ira, Cayuga county, the same state. In 1836, with the brothers of Mr. Janes, 
they came to Michigan and settled southwest of this village on section 19, form- 
ing what has been spoken of as the Janes settlement. Their pioneer eabin was 
in sight of an Indian wigwam, and deer could be seen running unmolested, ex- 
cept as disturbed by the huntsman or by the red man of the forest. Mrs. Janes 
was blessed with a strong constitution, with unusual health and strength. She 
was ever ready to lend a helping hand to her pioneer neighbors, to the needy 
and to the distressed. A noble Christian woman, she lived to the good old age 
of nearly 85 years, dying January 7, 1884, her noble companion having | eded 
her to the home of the ransomed nearly forty years prior thereto, he dying in 
1847. They had eleven children, of whom thr only are now living: Mary, 
now Mrs. Samuel Blatehley, of Dowagiac,; Hiaurriet, now Mrs. Clinton Ball, of 
Coldwater, and Tenry, who resides at the old homestead. Henry on the 10th 
of February, 1868, married Miss Sarah E. Evarts, who was born in Long 
Meadow, Mass., August 24, 1889, and died March 13, 1887. 


2 Sto 


For sketches of still many others who were pioneers er early seltlers in thi 
section the reader is referred to the second work on this same subject, which. 
it is expected, will be issued from the INDEX office in Jamuary 1889, 


CHAPTER VII. 


HOMER 'T0-DAY=-TOWNSHIP—VILLAGE—SCHOOLS—SOCIETIES—FIRE DEPART- 
MENT—RAILROAD FACILITIES—BUSINESS INDUSTRIES. 


Those of our pioncers still living, as they look back over a half century, 
can see @ wonderful change in the land of their adoption, and they are led to 
say: It is the coming of the while man and thereby the introduction of eivili- 
zation that has brought this change about. ere a little over a half century 
ago the land was in its native state. Here fur centuries the towering maples 
and hickories, and the majestic oaks, in primitive times fit emblems of grand- 
ness and strength, shaded hill and dale with their foliage of green. Ifere the 
fertile plains annually brought forth nature’s green herbage, interspersed with 
nature’s flowers, which filled the air with rich fragrance. Here the occupants 
of the pioneer home could view the stately form «sf the Indian as he passed 
and repassed their door. Tere, tov, were seen the bear and the deer, and the 
howl of the wolf echoed on human ear. But what a change a few short ye 
have produced. The red man has yaeated to civilization. The rich plains and 
wooded hillsides are now transformed imto productive fields annually bring 
forth fruits and har of grain, while the howl of the wolf has given 
to the lowing of the sleek bullock ai he responds to the call of the husban 
The herds of deer which were once seen quietly feeding in the distance hay 
gone forever, haying been superseded by the feeey lambs which in springtime 
gambol on the rich carpets of green sward. The pioneer cabins and log houses 
have, too, been replaced by elesant farm homes aml fine residences. w 
solitary little store building in this village, and the school house. the lat 
ing the double purpose of being 2 place to educate the young on weels divs ‘un 
asa place for the old and young to congregate on the Sabbath, to sine praises to 
God and to teach his holy law, long ago served their intended purpose, and 
served that purpose well. But through the thrift, euergy, perseverance anid 
enterprise of our pioneers they were abandoned for that which was more com- 
modius, more stitable und more modern, and their noble efforts have produced 
grand results, for to-day we have our substantial blocks of store buildings, a tine 
school edifice, and magnificent church structures. 

The early means of ingress and egress, which was on foot. with ox team or 
with horse and wagon, has given place the to powerful engine, which draws 
its palatial cars at lightning speed over the well ballasted steel traeks, which 
extend north, south, east and west, giving Homer the worthy sobriquet. the 
Hub. 
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Homer township has been developed until it is to-day one of the finest tracts 
of farming lands to be found in a long journey, and Homer village for beauty 
of location, for thrift and enterprise of its business men and citizens and for its 
railroad facilities, as a market place, to buy or to sell, is not excelled by any 
place, even of much greater population in all Michigan. 

The population of Homer township including the village is 2,800, about 1,300 
of which reside in this corporation. There are 190 farms in the township with 
an average number of acres in each of 115.48. The average annual product of 
wheat in the township is 92,000 bushel; corn, 125,000 bushels; oats; about -40,- 
000 bushels; cloyer seed about 100 bushels; potatoes, 11,000 bushels; hay, 2,000 
tons. The township has about 600 horses; 600 milch cows; 700 other cattle; 
1,000 hogs; about 6,009 sheep, the latter annually producing over 30,000 pounds 
of wool. There are 347 acres of apple orchards which annually produce 1,000 
barrels of the finest fruit. In addition to this pears, plums, grapes, straw- 
berries and other fruit are cultivated successfully, but not grown extensively. 

There are eight school buildings in the township, the value of school property 
being $13,100. Over $4,200 are expended annually for educational purposes, 
about $3,400 of which is for teachers. The number of children that attended 
school during the year ending September 1, 1887, was 473. The number of 
teachers employed was twenty-seven, of which nine were mule and eighteen 
female. 


THE VILLAGE. 


MAIN STREET FROM 'TITK PUBLIC SQUARE LOOKING EAST. 


The act incorporating the village of Homer was passed by the state legisla- 
ture at the session of 1871, and the same was approved on the 6th of March of 
that year. The village consists of the following territory, all in the township 
of Homer: The southwest quarter of section 5, the southeast quarter of section 
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6, the northeast quarter of section 7, the northwest quarter of section > siuinbeasd 
north half of the north half of the southwest quarter of said section . sb dcctl 

The first election was held in the hall of the Homer hotel on Tues¢ ge nae 
11, 1871. on. Josiah N. Westcott and Matthias M. Camburn being ¢ ‘ J 
Judges of Election and Chester J. Murray clerk. The otlicers elected ia a 
N. Westcott, president; George H. French, Thomas Lyon and Henry cee : 
trustees for two years; and James W. Vandeburg, Alexander Arthur an ae i 
P. Potter, trustees for one year; the appointive officers being Benjamin ee “ - 
erbee, assessor; Thomas Lyon, treasurer; Edward Lewis. recorder; Amsden J. 
Anson, marshal; A. B. Waterman and James IT. Cook, street commissioners. 

In 1874 the charter was amended making the offices of 
urer elective instead of appointive. The charter provides that the annniat el 
tion shall be held on the first Tuesday in March, and that the polls open at nine 
o’elock in the forenoon. The Council is made the custodians of the public 
affairs of the village, and is empowered to enact ordiniunces, regulating the 
erection of buildings, requiring the building and inaintaining of wit ks, supply- 
ing necessary means for protection against fire, regulating the sale of liquors, 
etc. The incorporation of Homer was a step in the right direction. New life 
was infused and a system of improvements was inaugurated. 
the council were held in leased rooms until early in 1577, when the fine | 
engine house was completed, in the second story of which are the Couneil 
Chamber and Fireman’s Hall. 

The present village officers are W. W. Snider, president; Jolin (. Snider. 
J. Webster, G. A. McCartney, A. J. Ogden, Dr. A.D. Bangham and Mile: 
trustees; C.D. Burt, recorder and assessor; Wells Pratt, treasurer; J, MB 
nett, street commissioner; Dr. G. A. Haynes, health officer; and L. M. 7 
marshal. 

The following isa complete list of the village presidents and recorders Tron 
the time the village was incorporated: 


ro assessor and tr 


The meetings of 


wick 


x Pres 3. Recorders. 
1871 J.N. Westeott. Edward Lewis. 
1873 J.N. Westeott. W. A. Teme. J. 
4 W. A. Liane. IsT6 WO, 

1877 W.. W. A. Lane. ISTS W..A. 
1879 Ie Collins. C.D. Burt. IS8sv IE. uA. 

Collins. W. A. Lane. 

A. Lane. L. T. Van Torn. 

Allen. A.M, Lott. Iss6 Ss. Re Alten. 

1887 W. W. Snider. L.T. VanHorn.  isss W. W. Snider. 


HON. JOSIAIT NELSON Wesrcorr [portrait.] 


first president of the village of Tlomer, was born January 8, ES10. ¢ 

Otsego county, New York. The Westcott geneology shows his pro 

have been men of predominating influence upon their day and times; possessed of 
strong intellects and characters of rave fibre. Mr. Westcott was a worthy scion 
of such a race. To'’know the right and to do it, was the rule of his lite. which 
for more than half a century was devoted to the service of Christ, in the Protes- 
tant Episcopal church. Te was aman of commanding presence and dignity. 
with rare geniality of nature, and social instincts the strongest. Possessed of 
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Ae iam ane iched by the choicest treasures of the knowledge that can be 
hewas-a:siinin liek and a character such as adorns only the highest manhood, 
toiettieational - ight in his day and generation. His life was largely devoted 
press aipoli-the Beste oy _As an educators he was unrivaled, leaving his im- 
forth from his lsat which he moved, in the distinguished pupils who went 
the land, in this 1 ate hand. Many of them became the bone and sinew of 
Willard, 2 natiy ae se her states. He married in early manhood Sophronia 
all that aes ae eremionts Berkshire county, Massachusetts, finding in her 
ducted to a thee ~ ask as wife, | mother and helpmeet. For a time they con- 
corned eee ‘ pasate in Clyde, Wayne county, New York, with distin- 
again opened a scl ey removed ty Homer. Mich., in 1845, where Mr. Westcott 
of many of C it school for young men and women, which was the Alma Mater 
Tigved'té Bore Po county 8 best citizens of to-day. In 1852 Mr. Westcott re- 
ing ati Hoaseable ug, Wood county, Ohio, where he remained until 1865, mak- 
which he was t e record in the county as auditor, and in the state senate to 
There as Pita ih la from that district, known as the “Toledo district.” 
baneetan a ae he became a leading spirit, being chairman of the most 
Homer in 1865 ea ees, and a power in every undertaking. He returned to 
Teint 65 an made this place his home until called up higher. Here le 
ed an honored and useful life. He presided over the school board, was promi- 
nent in polities, afliliating with the Democratic party, being a Democrat of the 
Jeffersonian type. In the Church he was a father in Israel, a blameless Chir 
tian, full of good works. His latter years were devoted to mercantile pursuits. 
which he found less congeniel than his life work as an educator. [Le and his 
devoted wife reared eight children to manhood and womanhood, two havin 
died in infancy; and in these sons and daughters found jov and comfort. And 
behold they each and all “rise and call them blessed.” Mr. Westcott survive | 
his beloved wife two years. passing to life eternal January 12. 1885, at Trisi- 
dad, Colorado, whither he had gone to visit his daughter Caroline (Mrs. Rom 
ney). His illness was short. being acute bronchitis. He died as he had lives. 
strong in faith and in Christian courage, thoughtful for others rather than him- 
self. Majestic in the repose of death, his face was ‘tas it had been, the face -° 
an angel.” He rests beside his wife in Woodlawn cemetery, Winona, Minn., f 
from the land of his birth and his manhood’s home. But while any rem: - 
among whom his lif+ was spent whether in the east or west, there shall lovin ; 
memory build a monument for Josiah Nelson Westcott, upon which the inser + 
tion shall be: 
“We shall not look upon his like again.” 


WILLIAM J. GREGG [portrait.] 


second president of the Village of Homer is a son of Michael and Ruth W. 
Gregg and was born on a farm in Clarendon township, July 22, 1889 9 When 
William J. was two years of age the family removed to this place, where the 
parents as well as the subject of this sketch have since made their home. Mr. 
Gregg was president of this village for four years in succession, having previ- 
ously served a term astrustee. In each capacity he was an active worker, and as 
president was an able and efficient officer. For several years he has taken 
great interest in religious and educational matters, at the present time being 
president of the Calhoun County Sunday School Association, and is also secre- 
tary of the board of trustees of the Homer graded schools. He is a Republican 
in politics, is an intimate friend of Representative O'Donnell, and was one of 
the latter's lieutenants, who labored for Mr. O’Donnell’s nomination and election. 
He is a pleasant conversationalist, anda gifted public speaker. Several years 
ago he was a traveling salesman for a Detroit house, but since 1871 he has been 
passenger and freight agent in this place for the Michigan Central Railroad Co. 
October 30, 1868, Mr. Gregg married Miss Frances B. Henderson. They have 
one daughter, Edith Louise. 
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DR. WILLIAM A. LANE [portrait.] 
third president of the Village. Of all the subjects which seem to require atten- 
tion, this person is written up with a degree of delicacy. Not that I desire to 
insinuate that the subject of itself is a delicate one, for my acquaintances might 
say the term “hard one” would prove more appropriate. I had thought of 
selecting another to write this particular sketch. One whose brain would gen- 
erate thoughts that would thunder in the distance like the falls of the great 
Niagara, and at the same time describe a temper as placid as the stilly lake, 
a heart as pure as the lily which nestles on the bosom of the waters, a disposi- 
tion as kind and consoling as a sweet und peaceful dream. But upon more ma- 
ture deliberation I felt the writer in justice to himself would desire to head 
his sketch with the latter symbol—‘“*A Dream’’—as a prototype. Again, it 
would be hardly proper to placo my case in the hands of those who know me 
not, and those who know me best know me too well, for me to accept the risk. 
Suffice it to say: I was born in Convis, this county, Mareh 1, 1845. [ was born 
too early in the month, or the aceustomed March atmosphere had not got under 
way if it had anything to do with the regulating of my temperament. Whether 
my acquaintances agree with me in this I will not venture anassertion. Served 
my time in sitting on the platform, standing on the floor and on a brick. at the 
district school, and in 1862 entered the academy at Vermontyille, where I came 
near being wrecked with “love” from the teacher, ncw Dr. P. L. Green. At- 
tended Olivet College in 1863, being a classmate of Ex-G. A. R. Commander 
Shank, and in some particulars Shanls’s record exceeded my own. Studied 
medicine with Dr. Gallup of Murshall, entered the Medical department of our 
State University in 1864, passed the fall and winter of 1866-7 in the Philadel- 
phia University, which, February 23, 1867, awarded me the necessary creden- 
tials for dealing out distress to the already distressed. I came to Homer Murch 
27, of the latter year, and 1 am glad to say some of my first patients are 
still living. Married Jennie M. Hill, August 27, 1870, and we have two dauch- 
ters, Sarah Louise and Mable Irene. 

DR. EUGENE A. COLLINS [portrait.] 
fourth president of this Village, was born in Ifoneoye Ontario Co., New York, 
Feb. 2, 1842. being the oldest son of Albert and Mary Collins. Ie eame with 
his parents to'Michigan in 1856 and in 1863 b 
office of Dr. Hawkins of Jonesville. 
Michigan Universit: 


fer of a tine horse. 
Dr. Collins has 
!G. Kennedy, who died 

still living. 

HON. WILLIAM Cook [portrait.] 

fifth president of the Village, was born in Oneida county, New York, May 3, 
1818. He came with the family to Michigan in 1882. as stated elsewhere in this 
work. He married Miss Louise Woolley, purchased and moyed onto the tine 
farm on section 1, Clarendon township, which Mr Cook still owns. They have 
two children, Lizzie M. and Justin 1. In 1882 Mr. and Mrs. Cook removed to 
this village, built them an elegant home and have since been residents of this 
place. For many years Mr. Cook was supervisor for Clarendon, in 1862-4 rep- 
resented this district in the state legislature and in 1875-7 Was State Senator 
from this county. In each of these capacities he proved himself an able and 
eflicient official, and one in whom his constituents had the utmost contidence, 
As a citizen he is generous and liberal, and I do not think it saying too much 
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by adding: Few :f any have more admiring friends than William Cook. Mr. 
Cook’s present business is buying grain. 
STEPHEN R. ALLEN [portrait.] 
sixth president of Homer Village. isa son of Ira and Rebecea Alien and was 
born in Geauga county, Ohio, December 26, 1846. Te caine to Michigan in 1 
with his father’s family, first locating in Butler, Branch e»unty, where they 
remained one year and then came to this village. In 1865 the subject of this 
sketch engaged in blacksmithing and the manufacture of carriages with an older 
brother, King P., now in Dakota. A few years ato King P. withdrew from the 
firm and Ethen I., a younger brother became partner, the firm now being S R. 
Allen & Co. In 1886 Mr. Allen was supervisor of this township. and for his 
efficiency as such officer would have received a renomination by his party had 
not the same been declined. He has been a member of the school board of this 
village for years. and _ still occupies said position. The firm of S. R. Allen & 
Co. does a lucrative business and is a leading institution of its kind in the coun- 
ty. December 23, 1868, Mr. Allen married Miss Mary Elizabeth Potter. They 
have four children: E. P., Laila S.. Susan P. and Ina E. 
WILLIAM W. SNIDER [portrait] 
seventh president of this Village, is the oldest son of Peter and Marriet Snider 
and was bern in Albion, this county, June 29,1857. Tle came to this village 
with his father’s family in April 1876. and has since been a resident at the [ub. 
March 1, 1882 he succeeded George A. Dusenbury, of Mari y & Dusenbury. 
dealers in dry goods, the firm becoming C. J. Murray & Co. The institution 
“ has-a very large trade, and has long been a leading dry goods establishment, 
not only in this village but in Calhoun county. Mr. Snider is now filling his 
second term as Village President and is also Clerk of the township, having held 
the latter position for four years in succession. Ie is an active business min 
und makes an efficient public officer. April 19, 1882, Mr. Snider married Miss 
Ella C. Sabin, daughter of Abner and Mary Sabin, who died February 26, 1553. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


Elsewhere in this book allusion has already been made to the first schools 
established in the township, but it may be of interest to note somewhat move 
minutely the progress of the school in the village, known then as it is now as 
District No. 1, in that pioneer period, in compiurison With its present condition 
and advancement. 

The first regular meeting of the district of which there is any record was held 


inthe “Presbyterian meeting-house,” December 1s, 1888. This meeting was 
held in the day time, Andrew Dorsey being moderator and E. Thornton secre- 
tary pro tem. Without transacting any business the meeting adjourned to ve- 
assemble at the “Exchange” the same evening. The school house at that time 
was situated on the John Burt farm nearly opposite the present home of Wun. 
Taylor. During thé autumn of 1889 it was moved into the village and the site 
was fixed on “lot 75, between the Presbyterian and Methodist meeting houses,” 
although the site was not at once occupied. 

In the spring and summer of 1539 Miss Sarah Babeoek taught the School and 
made the first recorded enrollment of her pupils’ names. which numbered fifty 
and included Byron and Edwin Smith, Edward and Mary Lewis, Truman and 
John Powers, Lucinda, Phoebe and Sarah R. Burt, Ira, Martha and Nelson 
Lambson, M. W., Sarah II., Melen, Frederick and James Hatch, Luther Cham- 
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Emeline, Cynthia, Ann and Amos 


pion, Sally Foster, Jerome and George Drury, 


Deming, Wealthy Feot and Charity Letts. 
nga library was made in the same year, 


The first movement toward securi 
ten dollars being voted by the district for that purpose. a 

The wages paid for teachers were not extravagant, male aes ce oa mg 
from $16 to $22 per month without board, and females receiving $2 to $2.50 per 
week sometimes with and sometimes without board. As late as 1850 Miss be-all 
abeth Woolley who was the principal teacher, had for her assistant sad five 
weeks Miss Frances Maynard, on the magnificent salary of seventy-five cents 
per week. 

In 1842 it was “resolved” to build a new school house, and 3300 was voted for 
that purpose, and the contract was let to D. Burt, Jr. (father of our esteemed 
fellow citizen C. D. Burt),“‘according to plans and specifications in the hands of 
E. Henderson.” The old house und fixtures wero sold to John Ballentine ti 
$49.50. This new house was completed in 1843 and served the uses of the dis- 
trict for twenty years, although numerous unsuccessful efforts to secure a ney 
one had been made, attended many times with somewhat stormy and acrimo- 
nious debates. 

Select schools were established at various times in the district, one of the 
first if not the earliest. being conducted by the late Ion. J.N. Westcott, a gen- 
tleman of much culture, and fine ability as an instructor. 

In 1843 the old wooden Presbyterian mecting house, which stood on the cor- 
ner of the lot now occupied by GC. E. Darrow’s dwelling house, was secured, tit- 
ted up, and a select school was opened, the Rey. Samuel Fleming. pastor of the 
Presbyterian church, being teacher. In April, 1654, J. E. Tenney of Vermont, 
now Judge Tenney of Lansing, and Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney, his young wud 
beautiful wife, who is now, and for many years has been the very able and edi- 
cient Librarian of the State of Michigan, arrived in Ilomer, and at once estab- 
lished a select school in the old Presbyterian meeting house. The school was 
very successful under their most excellent management. Mr. Tenney came ex- 
pecting to establish an academy, but there wus much delay in the matter, and 
the following year much to the regret of the entire community, he accepted the 
Superintendence of the Marshall city schools, and removed thence in Septem- 
ber 1855. Judge Tenney was and isa man of extraordinary ability, and his 
fund of general information seemed absolutely inexhaustible. He fairly rev- 
eled in statistics, and during his residence here, he was a sort of World’s G: 
eteer and universal cyclopedia of useful information. IIe was not only ab 
man but many a luckless lad who attended his school are firyn in the cony 
that he was a very brawny man. ITis methods were very pronounced. [Le ever 
sought to draw out the latent and inherent ability and good which he deemed 
the birthright of every individual, but woe to him who failed to respond to such 
reasonable expectations. Thus it came that his methods of instruction may 
have been properly called methods of involution and evolution. for often he 
hammered it in at one end and drew it out at the other. In fact the hammer- 
ing process sometimes became so vigorously marked und deep seated, that cer- 
tain hitherto incorrigible lads at times seemed unable to thinkot anything else, 


-XCVili- 
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and the abstracted 
ly and silently rec 
backed up in some 
behold. | 


But what shall be said of Mrs. Tenney? Nothing less than this can be said: 
es under sevens provocation he was sometimes the “tempest,”? she was ever the 

‘sunshine. It his severity sometimes caused fear, her rare and raidiant 
sweetness ever inspired love. After all, Mr. T. was doubtless no more severe 
than the exigencies of the case demanded. Verily, he corrected us for our 
good, and we give him not only reverence, but for him and his lovely wife there 
is still a cherished anda very warm place in the hearts of all their old pupils. 

In 1856, after numerous discouragements and long delay, a joint stock com- 
pany was formed and Homer Academy, a substantial and commodious two 
story brick structure Was erected, and a Mr. Jewell, of Connectieut, was en- 
gaged as principal. He not proving successful retired, and Rey. B. Fancher, 
then pastor of the Presbyterian church, was induced to assume the position, 
which he held for years. During this time he was ably assisted by Norman J. 
Strong, now of Lenawee county, Miss Emily Robinson, who has since died, and 
Miss Sarah Coan, now wife of ex-Mayor Dean, of Niles. The school under the 
management of Mr. Fancher was eminently prosperous and successful, being 
well attended by resident pupils, as well as by a large number from neighbor- 
ing towns. Mr. Fancher’s peculiar fitness for the position consisted not only 
in his ability to instruct in the arts and sciences, but he was able und success- 
ful in an eminent degree in lifting the minds of his pupils to higher and nobler 
aspirations, He secured not only their reverence and respect, but also their 
friendship and love. Indeed, the feeling and relations existing between him 
and his pupils were like those of the celebrated and honored Dr. Arnold 
and his pupils of Rugby School. Happy thought, that the passing years have 
only served to strengthen and intensify this bond of affection between Mr. Fan- 
cher and all his old pupils. 


and faraway look that overspread their faces as they meek- 
eived their refreshments from the mantel piece and then 
convenient and obscure corner to rest, was truly pathetic to 


The academy flourished with varying success until 1863, the effect upon the 

ordinary district school being very disastrous and well nigh fatal. The district 
building became dilapidated, the number of pupils attending the school was 
greatly decimated and it became clearly apparent that two schools could not be 
successfully continued in the district, and therefore in September, 1863, at the 
annual meeting of the district a resolution was, after much discussion, carried 
to purchase the academy for the use of the district for the sum of 32.000.) In 
1864 the district organized a graded school, and has since that time been suc- 
cessful and progressive. 
+ Among those who have been engaged as principals of this school are H. N. 
French, now Supt. of Kalamazoo schools; Olaf Varlo, now occupying a profes- 
sor’s chair in an eastern collage; L. E. Dow, now assistant principal in aw pop- 
ular young men’s training school in New Jersey; and R.A. Culver, now the 
popular and efficient Secretary of the County Board of School Examiners. The 
officers and teachers of the school at the present time are as follows: 

Orricers—Rev. B. Fancher, moderator; William J. Gregg, director; H. H. 
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Parks, assessor; 8. R. Allen, trustee; C. C. Worthington, trustee; Mrs. W. J. 
Gregg, librarian, William Ryan, janitor. ou 

TEACHERS—A. F, Burr, principal; Miss Emma Runner, assistant principal: 
Harry MeArdle, grammar department; Miss Delia Carr, Ist intermediate de- 
partment; Miss Ella Ferris, 2d Int. Dept; Miss M. A. Granger, primary de- 
partment. 


RELIGIOUS.—METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church of omer, Michigan, was organized in 1836 
with 22 members, of whom Mrs. Calista Sabin is the only survivor. Michael 
Miller was the first class leader. ‘Ihe first board of trustees was Stephen 5. 
Powers, Milton Barney and Truman Rathbun, elected in the year 1839. They 
commenced the erection of a church building at once, which was finished in 
1840. It was a frame structure 40x58 feet with basement and cost about $4,000. 
This house was used nearly forty years, when it gave way for the present struc- 
ture of brick, which was begun in 1878 and finished in 188) at a cost of nearly 
$13,000. 

In 1859 the society bought the house and lots on the corner of Iillsdale and 
Everett streets for a parsonage. In 1862 this was sold and the present parson- 
age was built on Adams street, two blocks west of the chureh. 

The present membership of the church is about 240. The Sunday school has 
a membership of 250 and is the pride and hepe of the Church. The following 
named persons have served this charge as Presiding Elders: E. H. Pitcher, 


G. Smith, A. M. Fitch, E. McClure, R. Sapp, G. Bradley, J. Jennings, E. Hold- 
stock, M. A. Daugherty, D. D. Gillett, I. Taylor, H. Hall and A. A. Knappen. 


Pastors. Pastors, 
1836 to °39 John Kinnear, M. G. Per- 1857-58 W. IL. Brockway, M. 1. Smith- 
kizer, ZC. Brown, J. F. Davidson, 1859 IT. Morgan, 
J.H. Pitezel, Benj. Sabin, S. Lapham, 1860-61 Thos. Lyon, 2 years, 
H. W. Ransom. 8 3 W. W. Johnson, 2 years, 
1839-40 George W. Breckenridge, Sb F. B. Bangs, 
18-41-42 R. Parker, I. Bennett, 1865-66 David Burns, 2 years, 
1842-43 I. Bennett, A. Staples, 1867-68 G. W. Tuthill, 2 years, 
1843-44 E. Erchenbrach, ‘S. Steele, 1s69 L. M. Ndmonds, 
1844-45 W. Collins, J. Jennings, J. M. Reid, 2 years, 
1845-46 Geo. Smith, J. Nobles, ‘ I. Tayler, 
1846-47 Geo. Smith Wm. Bigelow, § IL. Worthington, 
1847-48 R. Pengelly, T. IH. Jacokes, S7- A. Hunsberger, 
1848-49 I. Cogshall, Wm. Kelley, N. Fassett, 2 years, 
1849-50 I. Bennett, C. C. Olds, 8 - LH. Jacokes 
1850-51 I. Bennett, W. IL. Perrine, 8 0 E. L. Kelloge, 3 years, 
A. C. Shaw, A. Gore. ss Fe. B. Bangs, 
G. Bradley, J. Johnson, Ss: . D. Newton, 
F. Gage, A. W. Torrey, 383 G. W. Sherman, 
1854-55 IT. Law, J. W. Cawthorne, 1884-86 P. J. Maveety, 3 years, 
1855-56 M. B. Camburn, E. Crane, 1887 W. W. Rork. 
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The following are in official relation with the Church at the present time:— 
Rev. Ira R. A. Wightman, presiding elder; Rev. W. W. Rork, pastor; Rev. 
Thos. Lyon, supernumerary and S. S. Supt.; Rev- W. P. McAllister, L. P.; T. 
E. Eslow, Elijah A. Smith, George S. Cotton, leaders; Thos. E. Eslow, Thos. 
Lyon, W. J. Webster, P. H. Carr, Z. P. Eslow, trustees; F. E. Strong, district 
steward; W. J. Webster, recording steward; S. R. Allen, James Thompson, W. 
W. Snider, Joseph King, E.S. Carr, Wm. M. Kellogg, Benj. Warner, J. W- 
Breakey, Hattie Cotton, Harriett Thorn, M. E. Benham, stewards. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


The “ First Presbyterian Society of Homer” was organized accord- 
ing to the statute September 4, 1837 in a room over the store of Lewis & Smith. 
Arza Lewis was chairman of the meeting and Asahel Finch, Jr., secretary. 
This room was used about a year for public worship. ‘he society at once pro- 
ceeded to take measures to provide a house of worship and on the 23d day of 
April, 1838, the ‘‘Session House,” as it was called, was completed aud accepted. 
It was 24 by 36 feet in size, costing $739. The first minister employed was w 
Rey. Mr. Conklin. : 


The “First Presbyterian Church of Homer” was organized June 2, 1838 by 
Rev. Elijah Buck and was composed of 34 members, 18 males and 16 females. 
«\ Congregational Church organized a few years eurlier on Cook’s Prairie was 
merged into the new organization in the village. The first minister after the 
organization of the Church was Rev J. W. Allen, for six months. During this 
time 37 others united with the Church. ‘Rey. Mr. Smith was then employed for 
a few months ending June, 1839. Rey. B. R. Bennett then preached twenty- 


four Sabbaths. In September, 1810, Rev. Elijah Buck was employed for one 
year.. During the year following the Church was without a regular minister, 
but was supplied a part of the time by a Methodist preacher, Rev: Thos. Cham- 
pion. In October, 1842, Rey. Henry J. Hammond began his labors and re- 
mained two years. In December, 1814, Rey. Mr. Morehouse was employed for 
the winter. and in May, 1845, Rev. Tenry Il. Northrop commenced his work 
and at the end of a year was called to the pastorate, installed, and remained for 
four and a half years. The next minister was Rev. Geo. C. Wood, who came 
in September, 1850 and labored two years. 

The old Session House had become too small for the growing congregation 
and in May, 1851, a move was made looking to the building of a new house of 
worship; but nothing definite was accomplished until the next year, when (the 
society as such feeling too poor to build), tive members of the church agreed to 
proceedjwith the work, furnish the necessary means and secure their pay by a 
public sale;of the slips; when completed. On this plan a substantial brick 
structure was Jerected and finished in 1853, at a cost of about $8,000. Arza 
Lewis, Hiram Smith and Henry Cook had charge of the work, each supplying 
anJequil amount’of funds, the others]a less amount in equal proportion. 

The church edifice was located on the present ample and eligible site, which 
with commendable forethought had some time before been purchased and held 
for this express purpose by Dea. Arza Lewis. 
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Rey. Samuel Fleming was employed in October 1852 and pceaeccned _ 
ply the church until January, 1855. In April, 1855, Rev. Bela ee “ ewe 
his labors and continued the regular minister for9 years, till April, 1864. ge 
the close of his labors with the church Rev. Wm. F. Rose yeas employer anc 
remained a little less than a year. In June, 1865, Rev. John Gerrish ibe? em- 
ployed and at the end of his first year was called and settled as pastor and con- 
tinued as such until December 1877, a period of twelve years and a half. 

The parsonage was built in 1867 costing about. $3.000. The lecture room was 
added to the church in the winter of 1876-7 at an expense of $1,600. 

The pastorate of Mr. Gerrish was followed by employing Rev. A. 5. Badger, 
who commenced in February, 1878, and closed his labors November 1, 1550- 
Following him a candidate, Rey. IH. T. Scholl, supplied the pulpit two months, 
and in the spring of 1881] a call was extended to Rev. Edward K. Strong, who 
commenced his work May 1, was ordained and installed during the same month 
remaining pastor of the church till May 1, 1885. He was succeeded by Rev. 
Edward P. Clark who was with the church nearly two years, after which the 
Church and congregation called the present pastor, Rev. Herbert E. Davis, who 
entered upon his labors in September, 1887, and was duly installed the month 
following. 


In 1853 the subject of improving and repairing the church editice was con- 
sidered, but it was not until 1885 at the annual mecting in May, that it was de- 
termined to “arise and build.” The work of repairing and remodeling was 
commenced in August of that year and completed in the fall of 1586 at an ex- 
penditure of nearly $6,000, resulting in the present commodious and substantial 


structure, standing conspicuously, an ornament to the village and a credit to 
the society. 

The first trustees of the society were Arza Lewis, Henry Cook, Asahel Finch 
Jr., N. D. Skeels, David Janes and Medad Bordwell. The number of trustees 

* was shortly after reduced to three. The present trustees are: H. A. Bunnell, 
Wm. Gibson and W. M. Welch. The session of the Church at first consisted of 
three Elders: Medad Bordwell, Asahel Finch and Aswhel Finch, Jr. The uum- 
ber was afterward increased to six, and the present number is eight, consisting 
of Sylvanus Cook, Geo. IT. French, T. IH. Janes, W. J. Gregg. I. A. Bunnell, 
C. J. Murray, I. OQ. Cook and W.M. Welch. [Lenry Cook and Arz: Lewis were 
the first deacons, serving for many years. Afterward David Janes and William 
Bouton occupied the same position till a few years since. The present deacons 
are Sylvanus Cook and G. H. French. 

A Sunday school has been maintained in connection with the Church from its 
small beginning, has grown to be « prosperous and flourishing institution and a 
a valuable aid to the Church. For superintendants it has had Samuel S. Lacey, 
Edward Henderson, David Janes, G. HW. French, and Wm. J. Grege. Mr. 
French is now the superintendent, having occupied that position between 35 
and 40 years. 

In all 584 names have been entered upon the roll of the Church. ‘The number 
now in communion is a liltle over 200. The society owns the entire square 
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upon which the church edifice, the parsonage and other buildings are situated, 
making a very valuable property—the whole convenient, well arranged and 
adapted to to the work of the Church. With these facilities and with an active, 
intelligent church membership, efficient and influential officers, and an able, 
earnest and devoted pastor, the Presbyterian Church of Homer will be in the 
future what it has been during its past fifty years, a potent influence for good 


in the village and swrounding community. 
e 


EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Christ Church parish of Homer was organized May 25, 1840. For several 
yeais occasional services had been held in the village by Rev. William N. Lys- 
ter of Brooklyn, Rey. Darius Barker of Jonesville, Rey. Charles Fox of Jack- 
son, and Rey. Montgomery Schuyler of Marshall. At the meeting called for 
the organization of the parish Rev. Wm. N. Lyster presided. The ofticers 
elected at that time were as follows: Sen. Warden, Dwight Nims; Jun. War- 
den, Anthony Doolittle; Vestrymen, Andrew Dorsey, Elisha Thornton, Alex- 
ander J. Chester, Samuel Shaw, Hiram Smith, Henry D. Garrison and Timothy 
Hamlin. For more than a year after the organization Rev. Darius Barker oiti- 
ciated alternately at Homer and Jonesville, services being held in the school 
house which stood east of the present M. E. Church. Mr. Barker was suc- 
ceeded in February, 1842, by Rey. F. C. Hodgkin, who had charge of the parish 
about three years, holding services half the time at Albion. The church editice 
was build 1842, but was not completed and freed from incumbrance until 1544, 
when it was consecrated and occupied. In September, 1845, Rey. Darius Bar- 
ker again became rector, and continued until April, 1854. From this time till 
1865, the parish was not regularly supplied with a pastor. Rev. Mr. Corson of 
Jonesville, und Rey. Wm. Lyster officiated occasionally. In 1862 and for a few 
months in 1863 Rev. Mr. Hudson of Iillsdale county, had charge of the parish. 
In 1863 and 1864 Rey. Mareus Lane held services in Homer and Albion. Rev. 
Henry C. Randall had charge of the parish from July 14, 19565, until October 1, 
1867. Rey. L.S. Rogers was the rector from Christmas, 1868, until S70. For 
the next ten years services were held by Rey. Mr. Corson, part of the time quite 
irregularly. In 1881 Rev. Mr. Morton was the pastor. In 1882 Hey. Mr. Weth- 
erbee held services alternately at Homer and Schoolcraft. In July, 1884, Rey. 
B. A. Brown took charge of the parish in connection with Albion. Under his 
ministrations the church membership increased, a new interest was aroused in 
the parish, and the church building was repaired and very much improved, and 
mide acomfortable and pleasant place in which to worship God. 

The present vestrymen are: J. M. Bayes, Stephen La Dow, C. F. Collins, 
Byron Armstrong, N. D. Beedon, J. HW. Masten, W. A. Lane; Otticers—Stephen 
A. La Dow, senior warden; C. F. Collins, junior warden; N. D. Beedon, treas- 
urer; Byron Armstrong, clerk. 
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99, F. A. M- 
y steps for its estab- 


SOCIETIES.—HUMANITY LODGE, NO. = 
The preliminar, } 
ry Masonsin the Dorsey House in Aus. 
T. S. Dorsey, Isaac Van 
Peter Arthur, Michael 


lias been in existence nearly forty years. 
lishment took place at a meeting of Muste 
1848." Those in attendance were: ae Ra ee 
Fossen, James Valentine, John Burt, Nathan Eslow, © eng 
Miller, Jonathan Rouindad! James T. Woolley, Joseph Gibbs, and sapere 
tine. The lodge worked under dispensation until Jan. 1849, when, ea mhesen 
was granted.. The first officers were Caleb Sherman, W.M.; fsiine oe pe 2 
S. W.; James Valentine, J. W.; Nathan Eslow, See’y; John Burt, ; ee 5 
Michuel Miller, S. D.; Peter Arthur, J. D.; Jonathan Robinson, Tiler; James 
T. Woolley and’ Joseph Gibbs, Stewards. ; . 

The first lodge room was in the second story of the building still standing oD 

the east side of Sophia street known as the Dorsey wagon shop. The brothers 

_ of the square and compasses met there until 1867, when a more suitable a 
was procured on the sécond floor of the building now occupied as a hardware 
store by Strong Brothers. In 1871 the order moved to the fine hall now ocen- 
pied by the Odd Fellows, celebrating the event by giving a grand banquet, and 
in 1877 removed to the elegant quarters fitted up expressly for their use on the 
second floor of Parks & Pratt’s bank building, which the lodge still occupies. 
Regular cemmunications are held Tuesday evenings on or before the full and 
visiting brothers in good standing are always welcomed. 

The following is a complete list of Worshipful Masters, with the years in 
which they served: 

Worshipful Masters. Worshipful Masters. 

1848 Caleb Sherman, 1872. T.S. Dorsey, 
1849 James Valentine, 1873 E. A. Collins, 

Tsane Van Fossen, 1874 and ‘79 Charles Doolittle, 

Michael Miller, 1877 Wesley Snyder, 
1852 and 56 Vernon Parks, 1s7S8and ‘sd CD. Burt, 
1853, °59 to “61 Daniel Dorsey, 1SSl. George Sanford, 
1854 and 58 Ledlie Burt, 1882) Jacob Wartman, 
1855 Rockwell Hazen, 1883 and “84 L. T. Van Iforn, 
1857 Allen Deming, 1885 and ‘86 A. V. Parks, 
1862 to °69 also °75-6 Frank Mead, Iss7 and ‘8S L. HW. Champion. 

The present officers ave: L. IT. Champion, W. M.: Jehiel Cool, Ss. W.; David 
B. Kirby, J. W ; George Sanford, Treasurer; W. A. Mumbrue, Secretary; Wes- 
ley Snyder, S. D.; A. E. Howell, J.D. S. R.Allen, F. I. Smith, Stewards: 
F. G. Seitz, Tiler. 


FRANKLIN MEAD [portrait.] 


for many years occupying the highest position in the gift of [lumanity lodge 

that vf Worshipful Master—was bern in Clarendon, Orleans county, New York, 
September 27, 1827, and died at his home in Clarendon, this county, August 
29,1887. Mr. Mead was made a Mason and member of ILumanity Lodge Octo- 
ber 26, 1858, the late Dr. Osborn, of Albion, officiating. Few if any were move 
attached to the order, none wielded a greater influence for good, none were more 
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impressive i ‘formi : 
aoe cond Biber corming the solemn ceremonies at the altar, and none observed 
ecatloneoe lie et be or unsullied dignity while presiding over the delib- 
ily efrele; nono count han the subject of this sketch. Aside from his own fam- 
those whe deaeiiited ove him more or appreciate his true nobleness better than 
counell duivniies i with him in conclave, in an order at the doors of whose 
the threshold wha ings and potentates knock for admission and are received at 
titled aad the ere no distinction is made between the royal ranked or worldly 
othy and Perm te ee of the humble home. Franklin Mead was ason of Tim- 
are. In iBae with Fe ae the father dying when Frank was but five years of 
brother who was three iy, consisting of his mother who had remarried, one 
gan and located Satie years his Senior, and one sister, Frank came to Michi- 
death With the ee * farm in Clarendon where he lived up to the time of his 
sreolin aan Pepe of two years residence in this village. The brother, 
Henry Kenned aie tober 25, 1850. The sister, Chloe, who became the wife 
husbands RAGE REA ie March 24, 1884. His mother whose second 
aged neni’ pie ek Puy died at the home of her daughter September 4, 1460, 
tist Churel, on C Ae pt nog Mr. Maad was a member of the Free Will Bap- 
much also in dio? Wineaen Was one of its staunch and ablesupporters and did 
institution P ues Ht sdale college, being for years one of the trustees of that 
while in this vill: years he held positions of oflicial trust in the township and 
bie cae age Wits for a time one of the trustees of the common council. 
respected nO 18 W a8 able and eflicient, as a man kind and generous, none more 
First, Nove abe Ee loved and esteemed. Mr. Mead was four times married. 
July 18 as A 26, 1848, to Catherine Cook, who died June 9, 1850; second, 
to Pia te ee 0 Alma Cook, who died May 27, 1856; third, November 10, 1859, 
1 owe whe 3 sewis, w ho died July 31, 1874;° fourth, in December, 1875, to Sarah 
oe Ww 10 is still living. He had one son, Lewis R.. who was born June 3, 

362. Lewis lives:on the old farm, married Miss Rose L Chapin, September 
18, 1882, and has twa children, Frank L. and “Babe.” 

WESLEY SNYDER [portrait.] 

Was born in Dryden, Tompkins county, New York, being a son of Abraham and 
Mary Ann Snyder. He came to Michigan with his father’s family in 1546. 
locating on lands in what is now Albion township. still owning and occupying 
the farm where the family first settled. Maaco 15, 1859, Wesley married Miss 
Harriet M: Waldron, a resident of Jackson county, and they have three chil- 
dren, Richard W., who married Miss Ida A. Littlejohn and lives in South 
Albion; Byron 5. who is in Woolsey, Dakota; and Anna May, living with her 
parents. Mr. Snyder has always been a farmer by occupation and has an ele- 
gant farm house. He has been a Master Mason for nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury and is an active member of Humanity Lodge, and also w Royal Arch Ma- 
son. He was Worshipful Master of Humanity Lodge in 1870. 


CHARLES b. 3uURt [portrait.] 


for two terms the presiding oflicer of Humanity Lodge, was born on Burt Hill, 
three miles south of this village, February 2, 1844. [lis father was David Burt, 
Jr., his mother Marietta Burt, (see pape 49.) In 1854 the father died, Charley, 
only 10 years of age being the oldest of the three children then living. To him, 
therefore, in his early life, the mother and the younger children looked for aid 
and counsel, and they looked not in vain. In this respect, what is said of Char- 
ley in youth can also be said of him in manhood, for the still widowed mother 
whose silvery locks and wrinkled brow betokens that she is now journeying 
down the hill of time, still has in this dutiful son, one who is ever ready to puve 
her path not only with cheering words, but with the comforts of life. Mr. Burt 
was a soldier in the war of the rebellion, being a private in Company A, 25th 
Michigan Infantry, for nearly three years. He is an ex-Coinmander of Gregy 
Post, G. A. R. and an ex-village trustee. He was for years connected with the 
INDEX oflice, for a time being a partner. He is now in the harness business 
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and has a good trade. He holds the office of village assessor and is also village 
recorder. He has been twice married: First, December 13, 1873, married 
Ilattie L. Snider, who died May 17, 1875; second, married Marcella B. Richard- 
son. He has three sons, all from second marriage, Fiancis E., George D. and 
Charles E. 
GEORGE SANFORD [portrait.] 
was born in Greenville, Greene county, New York, March 30, 1846. his parents 
being George and Harriet Sanford. July 10, 1872, he married Miss Martha 
Champ of Onondaga, this state, and they have one son, Melville. January 1, 
1876, they removed to this village, and in March of the following year Mr. San- 
ford started in the hardware trade for himself, which business he is following 
at present. He is also manager and one of the firm known as the Homer 
Lumber Company, which was organized in November 1886, and which is doing 
an extensive business in lumber, coal, lime, ete. Mr. Sanford is a thorough 
business man, his hardware establishment is one of the finest in this section of 
the state, and its gentlemanly proprietor enjoys a very extensive trade. [Te is 
public spirited, and was a trustee of the village corporation from 1883 to 1855. 
He has been presiding officer of Humanity Lodge F. & A. M. and of Homer 
Lodge A. O. U. W. 
LEWIS HENRY CHAMPION [portrait.] 


the present Worshipful Master of Humanity Ledge and who is serving his sec- 
ond term as such, is about 51 years of age and was born in this township, be- 
ing a son of Jesse and Polly Champion and a nephew of Rey. Thomas Cham- 
pion, the latter a Methodist minister here in an early day. In the fall of 1866 
Lewis H. married Miss Eleanor B. Eslow, a daughter of Martin L. and Cather- 
erine Eslow, and they have one son Clyde. Mr. Champion takes an active in- 
terest in Masonry and is a good presiding officer. He is a farmer by occupation 
and has a fine home three and one-half miles south of this village. 


PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY. 

Tomer Grange No. 200 wes organized by Grand Lecturer C. L. King, Janu- 
ary 10, 1874, at which time the following were elected officers: Master. Abram 
Gridley; Overseer, D. P. Hatch; Lecturer, Len Grover; Steward, Chandler 
Murray; Ass’t Steward, G. A. Aldrich; Chaplain, T. E. Eslow: Treasurer, E. 
Hi. Leach; Secretary, C. C. Worthington; Gate Keeper. George Agnew: Ceres, 
Mrs. T. J. Lacey; Pomona, Mrs. T. E. Eslow; Flora, Mrs. BE. H. Leach: Lady 
Ass’t Steward, Mrs. @. A. Aldrich. The present offiters are: Master, J. W. 
Breskey; Overseer, J. B. Cunningham; Lecturer, Mrs. J. P. Cunningham; Sec.. 
Mrs. L. H. Lockwood; Treas., A. Cunningham; Chap., T. E. Eslow; Steward, 
A. E. Howell; Assistant Steward, G. A. Aldrich; Lady Ass*t Steward, Mrs. 
G. A. Aldrich; Gate Keeper, Mrs. A. E. Howell; Ceres, Mrs. D.C. Howe; Flora, 
Mrs. J. W. Breakey; Pomona, Mrs A. C. Sabin. The grange meets in A. O.U. 
W. hall every other week on Saturday evening. There is a membership of 
thirty. 

HOMER LODGE NO. 282, I. 0. 0. F. 


was instituted on the 15th of June, 1874. Nearly oue hundred and fifty Odd 
Fellows, among them several of the most prominent members of the order in 
the state, being in attendance at the opening ceremonies. The first officers of 
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the lodge were: M. W. Hatch, N. G.; W.H. Powers, V.G.; W.O. Wells, R. 
S.; IT. S. Dorsey, P.S.; E. P. Potter, Treasurer. The present officers are:— 
Walter P. Marsh, N. G.; O. W. Mumbrue, V. G.; J. H. Darrew, R. 5.5 BR. C. 
Jones, P. S.; E. T. Dorsey, Treasurer. The lodge roorh is on the third floor of 
the Lyon block and is one of the most suitable and at the same time one of the 
finest furnished society halls in the place. Meetings Monday evening of each 
week, 


HOMER LODGE NO, 46, A. O. U. W. 


was organized April 30,1878, with fifteen charter members, the present mem- 
bership being 112, making the largest secret society organization in the place. 
The Ancient Order of United Workmen is a fraternal organization, its business 
and purpose being to improve the mental, moral and social conditions of its 
members, to create a fund for the purpose of aiding them during sickness or 
other disability, to generally care for the living, to bury the dead and to se- 
cure for the family of every member in good standing the sum of $2,000 to be 
paid upon his death, in a manner as he shall direct while living. It is the larz- 
est society of the kind in the world, numbering now over 200,000 members in 
the United States and Canada. Since its organization six members of Homer 
Lodge have died und the $2,000 guaranteed to the family of each of the de- 
ceased was promptly paid. 
First Oilicers. Present Officers. 
P.M. W.—W. A. Lane, P. M. W.—William Taylor, 
M. W.—D. P. Hatch, M. W.—J. W. Breakey, 
Foreman—B. F. Goodrich, Foreman—J. H. Darrow. 
Overseor—C. E. DeBow, Overseer—George A. Aldrich, 
Recorder—C. A. Slauson, Recorder—Preston C. Mitchell, 
Receiver—C. J. Murray, Financier—C. J. Murray, 
Financier—L. T. Van Horn, Receiver—W. W. Snider, 
Guide—George Sanford, Guide—C. Dorherty, 
I. W.—Linard Born, I. W.—E. T. Dorsey, 
O. W.—O. W. Mumbrue. O. W.—A. Bennett. 
Members of Homer Lodge, No. 46, «1. O. U. W. 
Date of Joining. Names. Date of Joining. Names. 
April 30,’78 C.J. Murray,tt Stephen S. Thorn.* 
W.. A. Lane,it H.S. Green, 
D. P. Hatch,it 25, E. J. Potter, 
C. E. DeBow, +12 ct. ¢ C. A. Barnum, 
L. T. Van Horn, tt Jan: A. 'T. Brooks, 
Geo. Sanford ,¢t Feb. 18, N. D. Beedon,t 
Linard Born,* + F. Hannah, 
O. W. Mumbrue,t C. Hf. Mahany, 
G. D. Cleveland,+ Mar. 27, Ek. A. Smith, 
E. 8. Brockway,* 7 Apr. 9, E. L. Owen, 
W. J. Webster,it 26. E. G. Chiunpion, 
A. J. Anson,7 Mar. 4,1880 G.S. Cotton, 
May 2,1878 Wm. Beedon,tt Apr. 1, J. M. North, 
7, W. B. Janes, May 20, Cc. O. Ball, 
16, J. J. Banford,Z Sep. 29, A.S. Benham, 
V5 Jerome B. Henshaw,* Dee. 17, R. F. Simonds, 


Date of Joining. 


Dec. 17,780 
Jan’y’ 18, °81 


Feb’y 18, 
July 15, 
Sept. 16, 
Feb’y 16, ’82 


Sept. 9, °83 
May 29, 


June 5, 


27 


Feb’y 5, °85 


16, 
June 18, 
July 
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Members of Homer Lodge, No. 46, A. O. U. W. 


Names. 


. U. Richey, 

. D. Burns, 

. C. Jones, 

avid B. Swart,* 


- J 
P. C. Mitchell, 
W. Taylor,t 
J. Watts, 
A. D. Ban 


C. Doherty, 

E. W. Blair,t 
W. M. Kellogg, 
A. B. Lacey, 

C. O. Hatch, 
A. H. Blair, 

R. J. Stid, 

E. L. Mingus, 
J. McDonald, 
J. M. Burnam, 


W. M. Welch, 

A. N. Hopkins, 
W. W. Snider, 

L. R. Mead, 

C. F. Collins, 

F. J, Aitken, 

E. T. Dorsey. 

E. C. Doolittle, 
W. S. Harris, 
John W. Breakey, 
K. P. Allen, 

A. J. Juckett, 

C. A. Vandevoort, 


Date of Joining. 
Feb’y 18, ’86 


Jan. 
Feb’y 


Mar. 


* Died. 


Names. 


J. J. McCartney, 
Peter Reese, 

Q. L. Linn, 

W. P. Mansfield, 
A. Bennett, 

I. K. Henshaw, 
G. P. Bickford, 
G. A. Aldrich, 
J. M. Ogden, 

W. M. Lyon, 

G. '‘W. Armstrong, 
J. C. Humphrey. 
F, A. Dean, 

C. S. Iayes, 

D. F. Cole, 

L. C. Robinson, 
L. B. Crandall, 
J.A. Smith. 

G. L. Woodard. 
T. J. Shipp, 

R. A. Culver, 

J. M. Bickford, 
T. D. Powers, 
S. HL. Stafford, 


L. D. Suckett, 
D. H. Janes, 
J.D. Tillotson, 
J. L. Harris, 
W. J 


Newton, 
F.S. Sackett, 
A. J. Whitney, 
L. D. Sanford, 
PF. EE. Strong, 
C. C. Worthington, 
A. Spayde, 
G. O. Wright, 
aA. E. TTowell, 
N. G. Bennett, 
S. L. Streeter, 
C. If. Van Wagoner, 
C. Snyder. 
B. I. Woodbury, 
II. Dickinson. 


Tt Charter members. 
ft Past Masters. 
@ Withdrawn and joined other Lodges. 


The order meets in their finely furnished hall in C. I. Murray's building, 
on the first and third Thursday evenings, 


a 


$LAUSON [118] 


EN [p13] GEORGE SAN FOuD.[p. L14] 


_———, 


NATILAN D. BEEDON,{ 119] == 
ARTHUR D. BANGHAM[p. 119] EDWIN W. BLATE.[p 


HOMER LODGE NO. 46, A. 0. U. W.—PAST MASTERS. 
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DE ALTON P. WATCH [portrait.] 


first Master Workman of Homer Lodge A. O. U. W., is a son of William pce 
(see page 93) and was born in Ohio June 9, 1833. He came to Michigan wit! 1, 
his father’s family in 1850, settled on the farm south of this village w hich is 
still his home, Mr. Hatch, however, for the past few years being a traveling 
salesman. He took an active interest in the early development of Homer 
Lodge, was always 1n attendance at the meetings and was a thorough yet court- 
cous presiding officer. April 17, 1855, Mr. Hatch married Miss Hattie B. 
Howard, who was born May 2, 1837. Mr. and Mrs. Hatch had seyen children: 
Charles, W., married Libbie Rozelle and lives at the homestead; Marion K., 
born July 28, 1858, married Geerge Burton, and died August 2, 1887: Francis 
J., married Ione Hungerford, lives in Concord; Agnes G., now Mrs. Boyd 
Rainey; Seymour B., born August 25, 1865, died November 7, 1866; Madelon 
V. and Zaide Beryl, two younger daughters living at the homestead. They also 
have three grand children: A little daughter of Francis and a little son and 
daughter of Marion. 
CHARLES A. SLAUSON [portrait.] 


first Recorder and second Master of Homer Lodge A. O. U. W., was born in 
Cairo, Greene county, New York, March 11, 1850. When six months old he 
moved with his parents to near Binghamton, entered the academy at Whitney 
Point, New York, in 1863, und later taught district school four tertns, bes 
railroading as agent and telegraph operator in spring of 187! on the D. L. & W. 
R’y., and the following year came west and served as operator in the Dispateh- 
ers office of the L. 5. & M.S. R. R. in Elkhart, Ind. Later, was an ope 
that company’s office at Chicago. In June, 1873, the company commis: 
him agent and operator at Springport, this state, und the Ist of April fol! 
transferred him to this village where he remained seven years. then w 
charge of the company’s business at Eatun Rapids, and in 1883 was appo 
agent at Ypsilanti. August 1, 1887, he withdrew from the Lake Shore t. ac 
cept of the position of Traveling Agent for the Red Line Transit Companys 
with headquarters at Toledo. Mr. Slauson is a capable and efficient railrocd 
man, and his promotions were awarded as a result of true merit. Mey 5, Dsso. 
he married Miss Ella J. Mahany, daughter of D. L. Mahany of this vi i 

_ they have one little son, Francis. Mr. and Mrs. Slauson’s home is in ITills 


CHARLES E. DE BOW [portrait.] 


a Past Master of Homer Lodge, was born in Sherwood, Branch county. 
state, January 2, 1853, being a son of James E. aud Lucinda De Bow, ne 
idents of this village. Charley came to Ilomer with the family in S63. 
the age of twenty he had learned the dental art. and in) Anmgust. 1873, of “dd 
an office here. Some eight years later he removed to Albion, where he is still 
practicing his profession and where he has a nicely furnished and finely 
equipped office for carrying on an extensive business, which he has. He: 
visits this place fortnightly as an aecommodation to his patrons in this section. 
He is author of a Dental Ledger, and inventor of appliauees used in dental 
work, the former having been copyrighted and the er patented. December 
15, 1778, he married Maggie G. Brown, and they have two children, Rosco EL. 
and Forence E. 

CHESTER J. MURRAY [portrait.] 


one of the first Masters of Tomer Lodge, A. O. U. W.. was born in Scio, Wash- 
tenaw county, this state, May 26, 1839. He is a son of G. B. and Hannah Mur- 
ray and with his parents in 1840 came to this county and settled on Wet Prairie. 
He was in the army of the rebellion, for a time being (). Mos “unt of Com- 
pany A. 8th Michigan Cavalry, and later was Captain of Company A. 02d U. 
§.C.T. At the close of the war he returned to this county and Pebruary 6, 
1866, started in the dry goods trade in this village ina little wooden building 
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situated on the present site of L. D. Bradley’s boot and shoe house. In 1872 
he erected his fine brick store building and ten years later enlarged the same 
to make room for his large and continually increasing trade. Mr. W. W. Sni- 
der is a partner of Mr. Murray inthe business the firm being C. J. Murray & 
Co. It is a very popular house and the dry goods establishments in the county 
that have a more extensive trade‘are few and far between. As a business mun 
of energy and enterprise, or as a liberal giver for all worthy objects the subject 
of this sketch has few equals and no superiors among us. Mr. Murray is i 
member of Gregg Post G. A. R. and was its first Commander. For five years 
was a member of the finance committve of the Grand Lodge A. Q. U. W., being 
chairman two years, and at present is Grand Foreman. Tle is an ex-Noble 
Grand of Homer Lodge I. O. O. F., was a village trustee in 1883-4 and for years 
was «a trustee of IIomer Graded Schools. In religion a Presbyterian, being an 
elder in that church here. July 19, 1866, Mr. Murray married Hattie Roberts 
of Toledo, Ohio, and has two children, Belle and Bert. 


DR. ARTHUR D. BANGHAM [portrait.] 


one of the Past Masters of Homer Lodge. 46, is a son of Sandusky K. and Min- 
erva E. Bangham and was born in Marengo, this county, November 8, 1859. 
When a boy in school the garment covering the heavy part of his anatomy went 
through many a dusting from the long end of the ruler, and in later years he 
presided in school, and it is presumed witha similar weapon. In 1879 he 
entered the regular medical department of our State University, which institu- 
tion awarded him the degree of M. D.in June 1882. The same ‘ 
the practice of his profession in Dexter, succeeding Dr. Howell who remove 
to Alpena. Inthe May following he sold his practice and outfit toa Dre. Wright 
and in company with J. T. Honey and Edwin Bennett of Dexter, he went on a 
prospecting tour through the west, visiting the principal cities in California and 
Oregon, and Washington and Utah Territories. In Sept. 1583, he came to this 
village, Where he is now carrying on an extensive drug trade in connection with 
a large practice. He belongs tos ul orde Was one of the organizers of the 
Blue Cross, and is a Supreme officer in the same. He is also a trustee 
at this time. August 26, 1880, he married Estelle Austin of Marengo. and they 
have two children, Austin S. and Belle D. 


NATHAN D. BEEDON [portrait.] 
is a Past Master of Homer Lodge No. 46, 4.0. U. V nd was born in “Vash- 
tenaw county, this state, September 7, 1842, his parents bei 
Sarah Beedon. In 1547 the family moved to Yates county, New York, wi 
young “Nate” passed the most of his boyhood on the banks of the historic Seu- 
eca Lake. At the breaking out of the kite war Nate enlisted asa private in Co. 
B., 126th N. Y.S. Vo and served as a soldier for three years. December 12, 
1866, he married Priscilla Berry, who was born in New York state in IS44. In 
1877 with their family consisting of three children then living they came to 
Michigan and located in this village and have since been residents among us. 
Mr. Beedon made a good presiding officer. Ife is also an active member of 
Gregg Post G. A. R. and in 1sst was one of the speakers on Decoration Day, 
delivering one of the most able addresses ever listened to on such an occasion 
in this place. They had five children: Ida May, who died at) the age of tis 
years in 1873; larry and George: and little Carl, who died October 
aged 12 years. Mr. Beedon farmed it until two years ago, when he | 
ing and shipping straw, Which business he now carrieson on an extensive scale. 
The firm, Beedon & Aldvieh, employ a number of men. 


EDWIN W. BLAIR [portrait] 


Past Master of Homer Lodge No. 46, is a son of Dr. George W. and Betsey 
Blair, and was born in this village August 16, 1843. In early manhood he 
taught writing and was connected with commercial schools, and for a time was- 
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‘ mech b to 
in the wholesule tobacco business in St. Louis, Mo., after which he came 
Port Huron, this state, where for some years he owned a foundry poten 
shop. In 1881 he returned to this village and on December 19, of th f Paci 
opened a restaurant which he has since carried on in his present place ‘ ae 
ness. He keeps notions, candies, fruits, etc., and has a well stocked esta . i 
ment. Oysters fresh from Baltimore, oranges from Florida and icecream ! tea 
the “North Pole” are always supplied in their season. He takes an ane i 7 
terest in the A. O. U. W. and for the past two years has devoted a hes ded 
of time to lodges and societies having for their object family protection y ad 
surance. October 18, 1869, he married Nellie A. Palmer of Port ot ak 18s 
they have had six children, four of whom are living: Mettie, Daisy, Charles 
H. and Frank P. 


JOHN CLARK GREGG. 
[page 122.] 


GREGG POST, NO. 155, G. A. R. 
was mustered in by Judge Advocate Mark A. Merrifield, assisted by Chief of 
Staff Reynolds, July 12, 1883. The Post started out with 22 members, and was 
named Gregg Post, in honor of John Clark Gregg, whose portrait and a sketch 


is given in this work. 

First Officers. 
P. C.—Chester J. Murray. 
S. V. C.—John Hoffman. 


J. V.C.—William O. Wells. 
O. D.--Theodore D. Creque. 


Q. M.—Luke M. Thayer. 
Adjt.—Charles D. Burt. 
Chap.—Joseph M. Dolph. 
O. G.-—David Kirby. 

S. M.—Nathan DL. Beedon. 
‘Q. M. S.—Harry Hopkins. 


Present Oficers. 
P. C.--Joseph M. Dolph. 
8S. V. C.—George W. Grubb. 
J.V. C.—Luke M. Thayer. 
Adjt-—Harry Hopkins. 
Q. M.--Lewis Waterman. 
Chap.—Nathan I}. Beedon. 
Surg.— Albert J. Juckett. 
O. D.—David Kirby. 
O. G.—Abram Bennett. 
Q. M. S.—M. M. Ford. 
Guard—George Morton. 
Sentinel.—F. Snyder. 


CHARLES D. BURT, [p. 113.] 


ALVIN N. HOPKI 
GREGG POST, G. A. R.—ITS COMMANDERS, 


Name. 


C.J. Murray,t A 


John Hoffman, A 
W. O. Wells.t 
L. M. Thayer, 
C.D. Burt,tt 
J. M. Dolph, tt 
David Kirby, 
N. D. Beedon. 
A.J. Juckett, 
John Mumbrue, I 


x 
I 
A 
I 
B 
I 


Company. 
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Roster of Gregg Post. No. 155, G. A. R. 


Regiment 

* 8th Mich.Cav. 
(and 102 U.S.C°T, 
8th Mich.Cay. 
25th Mich. I: 
4th Mich, Cav. 
25th Mich. I. 

27th Mich.I. 25,58. 
6th Mich. TH. A. 
126th N. Y. 1. 

2d Mich. [. 

9d Mich. L. 


Name. 
W. P. Marsh? 
Linavd Born,* 


Company. 


A 


UenryS Green, ¢ 


David Foley, 
A. P. Wyant, 
AN. Richey. 
W. HL Stebbins, 
C. H. Burnes, 
Jas. O. Darrow, 
Geo. W. Grubb, 
Geo. Morton, 


Regiment. 
156... Y..1. 

Ist ‘ich. I. 

Ist Mich. Eng’s. 
8th Mich. Cav. 
55th Ohio L. 

6th Mieh. H. A. 
Ist Mich. S.8. 
49th sfass. [. 
9th Mass. I. 

Ist Ohio [. 

Ist N. J. Art. 


9th Mich. I. 

Ist Mich.Lg’t Art. 
6th Mich. EH. A. 
25th Mich. I. 

6th Mich. HL. A. 
14!st N. Y. I. 
3rd Pa. H. A. 
23th Mich. I. 

1st U. S. S. 5. 
6th Mich. H. A. 
ith Mich. Cay. 
9th Mich. I. 

166 Ohio Nat.Gds. 


John Brainard, GC 
Abram Bennett, C 
D, I. Janes, A 
Thomas Ryan, G 
D C. Dolph. L 
Jas Thornton, IT 
A.N. Hopkins,t}*E 
Robert Warren, B 
Step’n Sherman,H 
Hurry Hopkins,¢ I 
L Waterman, M 
Alva Spayde, B 
Tsaae Robinson, A 


25th Mich. I. 
67th Ohio L. 
17th Mich. I. 
Ist Mich. C v. 
4th slich. Cav. 
15th Mich. I. 
7th Ohio I. 
Oth N. ¥.N. A. 
13th Mich. I. 
2d Mich I. 

2d Mich. Cav. 
38th Ohio L. 
$2d Ohio I. 


5. G. Bennett, 

I. E. Barker, 

P.U. Taffee, 

J. F Blodgett, 

M. M. Ford, 
Floren Snyder, A 
Uriah Marteeny, D 
W.W.McClintock,C 
J.I. Vandenburg.C 
G. D. Cleveland, E 
I. A. Littlejohn, E 
Jacob Stross. E 
fl. B. Foote, 


* Deceased. 
7 Commander. 
t Adjutant. 


JOUN CLARK GREGG [portrait.] 


after whom the Grand Army Post of Homer is named, was among the first to 
offer his services to the government at the beginning of the great rebellion. In 
connection with others 2 company of three months men was raised in the south- 
ern part of Calhoun county and ut «a meeting of the company held in Tekonsha 
Mr. Gregg was unanimously elected captain. No more three mouths men 
would be received by the goyernment and hence the company disbanded. An 
offer of a lieutenantey came from Marshall ina company forming there but was 
one day too late, he in company with eight others baving gone to Detroit and 
enlisted.in Co. I. 2d Michigan Infantry. fe wasa faithful and true soldier and 
for meritorious conduct at the battle of Williamsburg, was specially commended 
by Col. O. M. Poe, and his adjutant and company oflicers, and recommended to 
Governor Blair for promotion to a lieutenantey. For some reason this promo- 
tion never came although it was strongly promised. Mr. Gregg died in Wash- 
ington on January 9, 1863, of exposure and overwork incident to camp life, and 
is buried at the soldier's home in that city. 


WILLIAM 0. WELLS [portrait.] 


Past Commander of Gregg Post, was born in Clarendon, this county, February 
4, 1545, being a son of William W. and Martha B. Wells. [le removed witi 
his father’s family to this villaze in 1862 and in August of the same year en- 
listed in company A. 25th Michigan Infantry and served in the U.S. army for 
three years. July 8, 1866, he married Ellen O. Andrus, of Clarendon and has 
since been a resident of this place. He has frequently been called upon to fill 
oflicial positions of trust, being an ex-village trustee, ex-towuship treasurer, ex- 
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deputy sheriff of this county and in the latter capacity he was one of the best 
deputies Calhoun county has ever had. Fora time he was in the mexcantile 
business here and later dealt in insurance and real estate. Now and for a year 
or more‘past he has been a traveling salesman for the Pitts Agricultural 
Works of Buffalo, New York. He has three children: Lena D., Preston Ts. 
and Florence. 


WALTER P. MARSI [portrait.] 


a Past Commander of Gregg Post G. A. R., was born in Jefferson county. New 
York, February 1, 1846, his parents being James and Sarah Marsh. Walter 
seryed in the 186th New York Infantry, being 2d lidutenant of company .\. of 
that regiment. In 1867 he went to Dundee, Illinois, where he remained three 
years and then removed to Charles City, Iowa. January 3, 1872, he merried 
Elizabeth M. Cook, only daughter of Sylvanus and Lucy Cook, the ceremony 
taking place at the home of the bride's parents in this village. Mr. and Mes. 
Marsh returned to Charles City, where they remained until 1875, when they 
came to Michigan, settling in Clarendon where they now reside. Mr. Marsh is 
a farmer and has a fine home one mile west of this corporation, He takes un 
active interest in Homer Lodge No. 282, I. O. O. F.as well in Gregg Post. 
and at the present time is Noble Grand of the former organization. : 
oe Marsh have had three children, two of whom are living, Freder 
enry. 


ALVIN N. HOPKINS [portrait.] 


who was Commander of Gregg Post at the time of his dewth, which ogcurred in 
this village on the 13th of February, the present your, was born in Berlin, Erie 
county, Ohio, March 18, 1843. In 1861 he enlis in the 7th Ohio Infantry and 
served in the Union army for four years. In 1865 he came to Michig 
February.9, 1868 married Clara A. Harding an adopted daughter of E 

Almira Andrus of Clarendon. Mr. Hopkins followed farming as an occupation 
until 1888 when he removed to this village and went into the drug trade, whic! 
business he continued up to the time of his death. He took an ive i 

not only in Gregg Post but also in A. O. U. W. matters, being 

of Homer Lodge No. 46 when summoned from earth. Ie 

generous man, practical and successtul in business pursuits 

a citizen. His sudden death cast loom over the communit ‘ 5 
- felt not only by his immediate friends but by all who knew him. He had three 
daughters, Clara, Minnie and Jennie. 


GREGG POST RELIEF CORPS. 


was instituted by Department President Emma S. Hampton March 12, 1555. 
The corps started out with sixteen members and now has forty. Mrs. N. D. 
Beedon, through whose efforts the corps was organized, was elected its first 
president. Mrs. U. J. Murray was its second president, oceupying the position 
two terms. Mrs. Murray was followed by Mrs. H. S. Green, who was succeed- 
ed by Mrs. David Kirby the present president. The corps is an active adjunct 
to the Post and is one of the most worthy organizations in the place. Its prin- 
cipal objects are the relief of the needy and distressed, and many a home has 
been * brightened by the liberal disbursing of supplies from its well filled 
treasury. 


WW. p 103.) 
G. A. MCCARTNEY, [page 126] 


es 


W.C. ALLAN, [page 126.] 


HOMER TENT NO. 148, K. 0. T. M. 

of the World was instituted with sixteen charter members June 13, 1SS5, its 
present membership being sixty-four. Its foundation is morality. its principles 
fraternity, its objects the relief of the sick and distressed and the protection of 
humanity, especially the widow and the orphan. The order here is gaining rap- 
idly, its members taking an active interest in promoting the usefulness and 
prospesity of the tent and the society stands second to none of its kind in the 
place. They meet every Tuesday evening in the well furnished hall of their 
own over Dr. Bangham’s drug store. The K.O. T. M. ladies do much to assist 
in the social features. 
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Officers of Homer Tent No. 148, K.O. T. M. 


First Officers. Present Officera. 


Sir as P. C.—E. W. Blair, Sir Bight P. C.—L. R. Mead, 
C.—G. A, McCartney, C.—Chas. Gilchrist, 

L. C.—A. P. Wyant, L. C.—W. Mingus, 
R. K.—C. M. Waite, Rh. K.—W. C. Allan, 
F. K.—W. W. Snider, F.K.—W. W. Snider, 
Prelate—S. L. Streeter, Pre.—'V. A. Needham, 
Phy.—A. D. Bangham, Phy.—C. HH. Cook, 
Serg’t—C. M. Emmons, Serg’t—C. Avery, 
M. A.—J. A. Nichols, M. A.—A. E. Knight, 
Ist M. G.—F. R. Brown, Ist M. G.—C. Kline, 
2d M. G.—W. A. Emmons, * 02d M. G.—A. Nelson, 
Sent.—J. J. Perry, ; *  Sent.--E. L. Baxter, 
Pick.—J. C. Patterson. : “  Pick—W. Nelson. 


Members of Homer Tent No. 148, K. O. T. M. 


Date of Joining. Name. 
June 10, 1885, E. W. Blair, 
G. A. McCartney, 
A. P. Wyant, 
W. W. Snider, 
S. L. Streeter, 
A. D. Bangham, 
J. A. Nichols, 
F. BR. Brown, 
J. J. Perry, 
~ J. C. Patterson, 
H, A. Littlejohn, 
R. Simmonds, 
Aug. 17, M. Rhodes, 
Oct. 6, S. H.. Rogers, 
Nov. 3, W. A. Needham, 
17, G. Ballentine, 
Feb. 9, 1886, W.H. Mingus, 
L. R. Mead, 
J. W. Simpson, 
J. H. Vandybogart, 
S. R. Butler, 
C. G. Kline, 
W. Kennedy, 
W. C. Allan, 
ie Perry Fy 
J. Gilchrist, 
ot Dsbuine 
A. W. Pratt, 
G. L. Woodard, 
©. 1. Cook, 
Chas. Hateh, 
Jan. 13, 1887, H. Wait, 


Date of Joining. Name. 


Feb. 8, 
Mar 22, 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Mar, 
wApr. 


May 1 


soy 


27, 


W. O. Clark, 
W. Nelson, 

A. R. Nelson, 
BL. Rainey, 

H. C. Bronson, 
D. Houchen, 
aA. W. Keasey, 
A. E. Knight, 
S. Peters, 

E. Harington, 
J. UW. Mendell, 
A. R. MeMurtrie, 
T. Gregg, 

W. 5. Leach, 
W. J. Nelson, 
A. Nelson, 

E. L. Baxter, 
R. Dewey, 

M. J. Rowley, 
J. Nelson, 

F. Garland, 

D. F. Cole, 

W. L. Garland, 
N.C. Daggett, 


9, 1888, C. F. Avery, 


24, 
a 


ty 
8 


. Austin, 
P. W. Chase, 
$8. D. Strong, 
R,. W. Snyder, 
8S. P. Aldrich, 
G. A. Lansing, 
F. S. Cotton. 
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G. ALBERT MCCARTNEY [portrait.] 


first Sir Knight Commander of Homer Tent K. O. T. M. and P. c OE 
Lodge K. of P., was born in Shelby, Orleans county, New York, Maton sy, 
being a son of William H. and Sarah A. McCartney, now nese e en on 
Harbor, this state. When Albert was two years of age the family came 
Michigan and settled in this village since which time he has with the eer te 
of a year or two made this place his home. He is a carpenter and builder by 
occupation and is one of the most thorough and practical workmen and eae 
tractors in this section of the state, and has been awarded the contract 0 
erecting many of our finest and most substantial buildings. He takes an active 
interest in Homer Fire Department, and is an able and eflicient trustee of this 
village. He at present is in the employ of the Homer Lumber Company. De- 
cember 15, 1874, Mr. McCartney married Miss R. Elvira Randall, of Concord, 
and they have one son, Earnest. 


WILLIAM C. ALLAN (portrait.] 


present Sir Knight Record Keeper of the K.O. T. M., was born in Brechin, 
among the hills of bonny Scotland, August 26, 1862, his parents being Willian 
and Jane Rankin Allan. William C. came to America in 1881, and on Novem- 
ber 12,1883, married Elizabeth Taylor of Toronto, Canada. April 22 of the 
following year they came to this place, Mr. Allan opening a tailor shop, soon 

-demonstrating that he was an expert in that line of work. He now carries on 

. tailoring on the second floor of C. I. Cook’s drug store building, employs sev- 
eral hands and is doing a good business, even filling many orders for suits from 
all parts of this county, as well as from Jackson, ITillsdale and Branch counties. 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan have one son, James. Mr. Allan takes au active interest in 
the K. O. T. M. and makes an efficient Record Keeper. 


DR. CHARLES H. Cook [portrait.] 


Sir Knight Physician of Homer Tent K. O. T. M., is a son of E. I. and Martha 
M.Cook and was born in Clarendon, this county, August 24, 1856. Ie spent 
his boyhood days in Clarendon and in 1878 began the study of medicine in the 
office Of the late Dr. Switzer, of Tekonsha, attended lectures in the Eclectic 
Medical College of Cincinnati in 1880-1, and the latter year came to this village 
and began the practice of his profession. In 1882 he went to Burlington, suc- 
ceeded Dr. Green, also opened a drug store and was appointed and served as 
postmaster. In the fall of 1884 he entered the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons of Chicago, attending two courses, receiving his degree of M.D. March 
23,1886. In April of the latter year he returned to this village where he 
again entered upon the practice cf his profession in connection with the drug 
trade which he carries on extensively, having a large list of patrons in both lines 
of his work. September 1, 1881, Dr. Cook married Dana G. Warner of Albion. 
She is an estimable lady and the Dr. and Mrs. Cook have a very pleasant home. 


MOMER LODGE, NO. 88, K. OF P. 


was instituted November 80, 1887, with twenty-three charter members, the 
membership now being thirty-five. The Knights of Pythias is the youngest 
secret society organized in the village, but in popularity it is making ut 
strides for a leading position. It is made up asa rule of the younger class of 
our business and representative men and they are a jolly as well as a clever 
lot of Knights. ‘Lhe Lodge meets Wednesday evening of each week in LO. 
O. F. hall. 


S. D. STRONG, [page 128.] 
Officers of Hoiner Lodge, No. 88, Iv. of P. 

First Officers. Present Odicers, 
P: C. C.—G. A. McCartney, P,C. C.—G. A. McCartney, 
cC. C.—W. W. Snider, C. C.—W. W. Snider, 
V. C. C.—J. T. Cook. V.C. C.—J. T. Cook, 
Prelate.—G. A. TIaynes, Prelate. —G. A. Haynes, 
M. of E—P. C. Mitchell, M of E.—P. C. Mitchell, 
M. of F.—W. O. Clark, M. of F.—S. D. Strong. 
K. of R. & S.—C. R. Mains, K. of RL & S.-W. O. Clark, 
M. at A.--A. J. Ogden, M. at A—C. E. Gilchrist, 
I.G.—C. E Gilehrist, I. G.—E. I. Allen, 
0. G.—W. H. Mingus. O. GW. UL. Mingus. 
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DR. GEORGE A. HAYNES [portrait.] P 7 

Prelate of Homer Lodge Knights of Pythias, was born in Pies Haseachy 
setts, May 15, 1858. His parents were Joshua A. and Charlotte ay ea hate 
ter's maiden name being Perkins. Both parents died when ihe pe de a 
years old, leaving him and three sisters, two his senior and one ste IPik of 
years. The two older died later, the younger now being Mrs. F. W. 1 on 
East Saganaw, this state. His boyhood days were passed on a farm, DS Z Hy tho 
old enough did his share of work until the fall of 1876, when he entered oe 
Wesleyan Academy at Wilbraham, Mass., where he graduated June 17, Ii ' 0, 
and the same year became principal of the High school at Dalton in the ste 
state. In the fall of 1881 he came to Michigan and entered the regular medi- 
cal department of our State University, receiving his degree of M. D. from the 
latter institution June 26, 1884. He at once came to Homer and opened an 
office and has an exceptionally fine business. Dr. Haynes’ great grandfather 
and grandfather served as officers of the Continental army in the revolution, his 
great grandfather falling at the battle of Concord. 

ALBERT J. OGDEN [portrait.] ud 
Master at Arms of Homer Lodge K. of P., is a son of Arby S. and Elizabeth 
Ogden and was born up in Ionia county, in the town of Otisco, on the 2sth of 
April, 1856. He came to Homer with the family in 1860. Although on account 
of his tender years he didn’t make much of a stir when he first arrived, when 
he got a little older there was not a boy in town but knew it if Bert was around. 
The only bones he ever had hroken was one of the shafts to his underpinning 
and that was so nicely repaired that it did not in any way impair his fine anat- 
omy. He is one of the most popular men in town, has filled the office of town- 
ship treasurer several times and might have still more times had he accepted 
it. He isa trustee of the village council, and though one of the youngest mem- 
bers of the board he is one of the ablest. He is of the firmof Thayer & Ogden, 
general blacksmiths and dealers in agricultural implements, and the firm is one 
of the most reliable and substantial in the place. October 25, 1883, he married 
Sophronia Hartley and they have a home where the older delight to assemble, 
but the very young have not as yet strayed that way. 

CHARLES R. MAINS [portrait.] 
K. of R. S. of the Homer Lodge Knights of Pythias, isa son of John and Mary 
J. Mains and was born in Eckford, this county, December 23, 1865. His early 
education was received in a district school. In 1852 he entered the Spring 
Arbor Seminary, where he remained three years, and then entered the law de- 
partment of our State University, graduating from the same two years later, 
June 30, 1887. On August 13th following Mr. Mains opened an office in this 
place for the practice of his profession, and soon began what is proving a very 
lucrative and satisfactory business. He is a thorough student of uw and has 
marked legal ability which cannot fail to bring him into prominence at the legal 
bars of this country. Jan. 5, 1887, he married Nettie Omans, of Spring Arbor. 

SAMUEL D. STRONG [portrait.] 
M. of F. of the Knights of Pythias, is a son of Chauncey G. and Fannie E. 
Strong of Tekonsha, where Sam was born March 10, 1862.) Sam grew up in 
that burg, and this particular production did not hurt the place and fortunately 
the place did not seem to have any bad effect on the product. In ISST Sam 
went to Colorado where for two years he was in the silver mines, after which he 
returned to Michigan and worked for two years at the tinner’s trade in his na- 
tive town. March 10, 1885, he came to this village and in compiny with his 
brother Frank E. engaged in the hardware business. The firm, which is F. E 
Strong & Brother, succeeded B, F, Goodrich. Their establishment is one of the 
finest, not only in this place but in southern Michigan, and they have 2 bie 
trade. Samis a member of the M. E. Church choir, has a tine voice which 
makes him a favorite vocalist. September 15, 1884 he married Ella J. Dorris 
of Tekonsha. : 


Ne e 
W. J. @reaa, [page 101.) 


KNIGHTS OF TILE BLUE CROSS 
is an institution which owes its incubation to this place, the first olgunization of 
its kind and having its name taking place in this village. It is incorporated un- 
der the laws of the State, the charter governing the supreme lodge bearing date 
September 16,1887. The oflices of the organization are in this place. It is 
u fraternal society, its object being insurance. 


Supreme Lodge Otlleers. Officers of Homer Lodge, No. 1. 


S. N. M.—W. J. Gregg, S.N. M.—J. M. Dolph, 

8.5. N. M.--Mrs. I. B. Gregg, N. M.—G. A. Haynes, . 
J.N. M.—T. D. Creque, J.N. M.—A. Kirby, 

Sec.—L. B. Tompkins, See,—J. II. Darrow, 
Treas.—(G. D. Cleveland, Treas —E. W. Blair, 

Chap.— Mrs. E. Bangham, Chap.—T. TH. Janes, 
Marshal.—Mrs. F. L. Cleveland, Marshal.-—D. HL. Janes, 

M. E.—A. D. Banghan, M. E.—G,. A. Ilaynes, 

I. @—Mrs. L. K. Tompkins, I. G.—A. Janes, 

O. G.—Mrs. L. A. Creque. 0.G.—C, R. Chureh. 
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LEVI B. TOMPKINS [portrait.] 


Supreme Secretary of the Knights of the Blue Cross and one of the Organizers: 
of that order, is a son of Jesse and Maria Tompkins, the latter’s maiden name 
being McClean: Levi B. was born in Gilboa, Schoharie county, N. Y., Aug. 
17, 1850. He came to Michigan with his father’s family, worked on a farm and 
later became clerk in a store, bookkeeper and school teacher. Befcre arriving 
at his majority he began the study of law in the office of Hayes & Wright at St. 
Louis, this state, and in 1871 went west with the senior member of that firm, 
John D. Hayes. March 6 of the following year, Mr. Tompkins was admitted to 
practice law by Judge Crounse at Lone 'I'ree, now Central City, Nebraska, and 
‘immediately thereafter opened an office in Grand Island that state. with Mr. 
Hayes, the firm being Hayes & Tompkins. Later he returned to Michigan 
and March 10, 1876, was admitted to practice in this state by Judge Hart of 
Ithaca and June 16, 1885, was admitted to practice in our supreme court by 
Chief Justice Thomas M. Cooley. In March, 1878, he settled in Albion and Oc- 
tober 30, following camo to this village where he has since been in active prac- 
tice. He has a good business, thoroughly understands his profession, and his 
ability has many times brought him into prominence in many of the different 
courts in this state. He is author of an “Attorney’s and Collector’s Register.” 
which has been copyrighted. He has been twice married, first July 9, 1873, te 
Hattie Osborn of Clarendon. who died April 21, 1874, leaving an infant son, 
Harry L.; second September 21, 1881,to Louisa Kell,and from the latter union 
there are two children, Bessie L. and Floyd K. 


GEORGE D. CLEVELAND [portrait.] 


Supreme Treasurer of the Knights of the Blue Cross, was born in Wood county, 
Ohio, October 31, 1840, being a son of Brainard and Esther Cleveland. George's 
mother died when he was but 7 years old, his father three years prior thereto 
having become insane from injuries resulting from the kick of a horse, had been 
sent to the insane asylum at Columbus. A year after his mother’s death an 
uncle brought George to Michigan and farmed him out to James I. Cook, now 
of this place. At the age of eighteen George ran away and for the next few 
years worked for A. C. Sabin, Peter Mitchell and Rey. Bela Fancher. Matters 
got so hot down in Dixie that George enlisted and served as a soldier for up- 
wards of two years, in company E. 6th Michigan Heavy A rtillery, the most of 
the time being regimental clerk. He was offered a commission in 2 colored reg- 
iment but did not accept. He was with his regiment at the time of the taking 
of ‘Fort Gaines and Morgan and at the fall of Mobile. April 1S, 1864. Mr. 
Cleveland married Flora. L. Robinson and they have two daughters, M: y F. 
and Dollie. Mr. Cleveland has been in the lumber trade here for nineteen years, 
his yards and oflices being located near the Lake Shore station. He has a big 
trade and is one of our most enterprising and substantial business men. Ile 
Was a member of the village council for ten years in succession, is an ex-mem- 
ber of the school board, etc. He is public spirited and has built and sold sev- 
. eral residences. He wasan invalid for several years butis in the enjoyment of 
better health now and makes business boom in lumber, lath, lime, coal, etc. 


; . HOMER FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

This organization is limited to fifty men, each member being allowed 2 sum 
prescribed by the common council, for being in attendance at regular meetings, 
drills, etc. The department has lately been reorganized and its members as a 
rule can hustle like blazes when it’s blazes they are after. The department is 
equipped with one of the finest hand engines in this country, hooks and ladders 
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with truck, chemical extinguishers, buckets pumps, etc. The present officers 
are: President, D. H. Janes; Sec., E. W- Blair; Treas., G. A. McCartney; 
Chief, C. F. Avery; Foreman of Engine Company, George Granger; Ass’t For- 
man, William Kennedy; Foreman of Hose Company, F.S. Cutton; Assistant, 
A. E. Knignt; Foreman of Hook and Ladder Company, G. A. McCartney; As- 
sistant Foreman, Frederick Seitz. 


THE RAILROADS.—MICHIGAN CENTRAL. 


The railroad facilities of Homer are unsurpassed by any town in the state of 
Michigan which makes it a peculiarly desirable point for establishing manufac- 
tories. First comes the Air Line division of the Michigan Central, the oldest 
and most important road, with its fifteen or twenty regular trains, this number 
being largely increased during the busy season. The Michigan Central has a!- 
ways been a favorite with the traveling public, its track being smooth, and 
solid, its cars clean and luxurious, its connections close and certain, its speed 
second to none and its employes courteous and obliging. 
: aN The Michigan 

\ Central is the only 


\ real “Niagara 
» Falls Route” in 
; the country,— 
none genuine 
without “M. C.” 
; blown in the bot- 
, tle. It is the only 
; railroad that gives 
ausatisfactory 
view of the Falls. 
Every day train 
stops from five to 
ten minutes at 
Falls View, which 
is what the name 
indicates, a splen- 
did = point from 
} which to view the 
great cataract. It 
is vight on the 
brink of the grand 
canyon, at the 
Canadian end of 
the Horse-Shoe, 
ZSUE = ‘ and every part of 
One ? “lig in 
ERY os | i ent. even 
=> F : ain sight. Eve 
Z Bes DEPART AE AT Ges pbliivic ations if he is too ill or 
too lazy to get out of his car, he can see the liquid wonder of the world from the 
window or the platform. This is the slichigan Central's strongest hold on pop- 
war favor, its greatest advantage, its chief attraction. So long asthe waters of 
that mighty river thunder down to the awful depths below, so long as the rush 
and roar, the surge and foam, and prismatic spray of nature’s cataractie mas- 
terpiece remain, to delight and awe the human soul, thousands and tens of 
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over the only 


rshii vill journey 
worshipers will jo Bes on earth, 


thousands of beauty-lovers and grandeur- IL 
h be teen ye is but one Niagara Fa 


railvoad from which it can be seen. The: 
and but one direct great railway to it. 


LAKE SHORE AND MICHIGAN SOUTHERN. , 


Next comes the J.ansing Division of the L. S. & M.S. running from Hills- 
dale to Lansing, being one of the most popular northern and s 
the state. This road runs two trains each way daily. 


outhern roads in 


CINCINNATI, JACKSON AND MACKINAW 


running from Toledo to Allegan, which is yet a new road, but bids fair to make 
some of our old lines in the State do some hustling work to keep pace with it. 
It runs three trains each way daily. 

These three roads supply the town with very fine mail facilities. No less 
than eight or ten mails being received and as many sent daily. ‘To any enter- 
prise seeing a fine healthful location, superior mail and shipping facilities, ex 
ecllent schools, fine churches, and an excellent moral atmosphere, Homer cer- 
‘tainly offers first-class inducements. 


ROW OF BUSINESS BLOCKS ON MAIN STREET EAST OF SOPHIA. 
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THOMAS LYON. 


In continuing these brief sketches of Homer's 
business and representative men of to-day, I should 
be derelict in duty did I not give Rev. Thomas Lyon 
a prominent place among them. In fact if there is 
any Man among our citizens who is deserving of a 
place above all others in the scale of enterprise and 
public spiritedness it is Mr. Lyon, as no man in the 
whole list has been more liberal with his own 
means or has done more to build up the village than 
he. In fact in the erection of fine buildings no six 
meu have done as much. In all worthy objects i 
tending to build up the place the name of Thomas Sie i77 iy, 
Lyon always finds a prominent place among the y Z 


largest subscribers, and to the man in business’ p ZI 
who needs ready means in times when currency is g Zi UY 
scarce he seems to delight in extending accommo- THOMAS LYON. 
dation. He has an abundance of this world’s goods, is the heaviest ta 

in the township and owns property including several farms elsewhere, all of 
which has been accumulated through good business ability, good management 
and excellent financiering. Mr. Lyon is a son of Thomas and Lois Lyon and 
was born in Bethel, Sullivan county, New York, May 22, 1819. In early life he 
united with the Methodist Episcopal Church and upon arriving at manhood en- 
tered the ministry. which, with teaching, he followed for twenty-eight years 
eighteen yeurs of his ministerial work being in this state, he joining the Mich- 
igan conference in September, 1854. In March, 1870, Mr. Lyon settled in 
Homer and opened the Exchange Bank in a little wooden building on Sophia 
street. Te at once erected a fine three story business block at the corner of 
Main and Sophia streets, which contains three elegant stores on Main street 
and the postoflice on Sophia street. The latter place Mr. Lyon occupied for his 
bank after the building was erected until his removal to the building which he 
erected expressly for banking purposes in 1887, and whichis the tinest bank 
building in Calhoun county. Mr. Lyon has been twice married; first to Susan 
Brown, a noble woman beloved by ail who knew her, and who died January 20, 
1884; second to Lottie L. Rice, an estimable lady. There is but one child, a 
little son, John Thomas, which is the issue of the second marriage. 

ALBERT V. PARKS, 


of Parks & Pratt, bankers, is a son of the late Dr. Vernon Parks and was born 

in this village June 2, 1845. In company with Mr. Pratt he began banking 

business in this village in 1875. Their house has always maintained an envia- 

ble position as a sound and substantial institution. In December, 18s], 7 

Parks married Gussie Mitchell, daughter of the late Peter Mitchell and they 

have three children, Arthur M., Helen and Laura. 

WELLS PRATT 

is the junior member of the firm of Parks & Pratt, bankers, and is also of the 

firm constituting the IIomer Lumber Company, and also of the firm of Pratt & 

Worthington, grain buyers. Mr. Pratt isa native of New York and is about 

thirty-six years of age. He came to Homer from Jackson county in 1872, first 

clerking for Pratt & Davis. Mr. Pratt married Nettie Spinning of Grass Lake, 

October 19, 1876 and they have one son, Henry O. 

ALBERT ANDRUS, 

of the firm of Andrus & Webster, bankers, was born in Clarendon, this county, 

- November 22, 1840, and is a son of Elijah and Almira Andrus, and followed 
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farming until May of last year, when in company with Mr. Webster he opened 
the banking house of Andrus & Webster. It is the youngest banking institu- 
tion in the place, but its proprietors are business men and both are well healed 
with this world’s goods, which makes their institution a substantial financial 
concern. November 26, 1861, Mr. Andrus married Miss Alvener Hopkins and 
they have three children, Judson, May and Leonard. 

WILLIAM J. WEBSTER, 


of the firm of Andrus & Webster, is a son of Robertand Elizabeth Webster and 
was born in England May 17, 1848. Mr. Webster came to the United States 
when a boy and in 1871 came to this village. For a time he taught school, later 
was cashier of the Homer Exchange Bank. and still later for a term of years 
was postmaster here. He is an ex-member of our school board, and at present 
is a village trustee, and justice of the peace, in every place an able official In 
1872 he married Cynthia A. Powers, of this: township, and they have one daugh- 
ter, May. 
ORLANDO L. LINN, 
Orlando Livingston is his given name in full, but his more intimate acquaint- 
ances shorten it up considerable by calling him 
“Dick.” Dick was born in Bourbon, Marshall 
county, Indiana, September 238, 1855, his parents 
being James W. and Lucy Linn. Dick was evi- 
dently a cleyer boy in his youth, one who loved 
sport, and these traits have ever stuck by him. In 
1883 he came to Michigan and in company with 
Alva Spayde, now of Hudson, opened u clothing 
and boot and shoe establishment in this place, the 
firm being Spayde & Linn. The house at once took 
a prominent place among our business institutions 
which had a good trade, and which increased year- 
ly. In September last year Mr. Spayde withdrew 
and Mr. Linn became sole proprietor. Mr. Linn 
keeps a large and exceptionally well selected stock, 
is a practical business man and without a doubt has 
as good a trade as any house of the kind in the 
county. February 17,1875, Mr. Linn married Miss 
ia A. Nave, of Roanoke, Indiana and they have 
one son, Frank. 
FRANK E. STRONG 
is one of the most popular business men of the 
place of to-day. and is an older brother of Sam 
D. Strong, whose portrait is seen elsewhere. 
Frank was born in Tekonsha, Oetober 11. 1858. 
When Frank was nineteen years old he came to 
Tlomer and presided at the tinner’s bench for B. 
F. Geodrich. and later returned to Tekonsha 
where for a few years he was in charge of a branch 
store of Mr. Goodrich’s. Mareh 10, 1885, in com- 
pany with his brother Sam, he purchased the 
oodrich stock and has since carried on trade un- 
der tie firm name of F. E.Stronz & Brother at 
the old stand in this village. They carry an im- 
mense stock and probably have us extensive a 
trade as any hardware house inthe county. Like 
Sam, Frank is a singer, and like n too he is 
. one of the happiest fellows in all Michigan. Feb. 
16,1881, he married Nora V. Thorn, of Tomer, and they have three daughters. 
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WILLIAM RABY, 


a leading dealer in lumber, lath. lime, ete., was 
born in Soham, Cambridgeshire, England, Decem- 
ber 24, 1822, his parents being William and Ann 
Raby. In September. 1842, he married Mary 5. 
Borne, of Isleham in William’s native shire. Will- 
iam was an apprentice at blacksmithing at the age 
of sixteen, became an expert at the trade and fol- 
lowed the occupation at Isleham until 1848, when 
he left England for Sidney, New South Wales. In 
the following year he left Austrajia, for London, 
going around Cape Horn, the passage consuming 
twenty-four weeks. In 1850 hecame with his fam- 
ily to the United States and for a time worked at 
blacksmithing in Albany. Jersey City and Buffalo, 
coming to Homer in 1858. Since coming to the 
United States he bas visited the land of his birth 
four times, the last visit being in 1880. From 1566 

. WM. RABY. {o 1871 he farmed it in Eckford, the latter year 

opened the planing mills near the Air Line in this Z 

villiage which he operated for years. We is an 

exceptionally good business man, and has accum- 

wated a good property. He is honorable in deal 

and his word is as good asa bankable note. Ife 

is un ex-trustee of our common council, is a mias- 

ter mason, und was made an Odd Fellow in Eng- 

land over forty years ago, and at this time is a 

prominent member of Homer Lodge No. 232. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raby have had sixteen children, of 

whom only five are living: Ann, now Mrs. B. D. 


Cook; Wm. J., who married Alice Seafer ank, 
who married May Brown; Emma, living with 
her parents and Minnie, now Mrs. F. 5S. Cotton. 
Mr. Raby’s lumber yards and oflice are located 
near the C. J. and M. railroad station. 


GILES E, COOPER. 


In the town of Scipio, Hillsdale county, this 

state, on w beautiful day, June 17, 1854, the neigh- G. E. COOPER. 

bors called upon Abram and Eliza Cooper to congratulate them upon the arrival 
of a son, who later v named Giles FE. It was not the first son in the house- 
hold, but it was:the first Giles. In 1876 Giles came to Homer and in company 
with his father and an older brother, William W.. opened the Osborn House. 
They were practical hotel men aud built up an extensive hotel business. Later 
Giles and his brother were in the livery business and still later opened an agri- 
cultural warehouse, whieh they still own and operate. the same being under the 
charge of the subject of this sketch. Giles is also proprictor of one of the lead- 
ing grocery establishments in this place. There is no better business man here 
than Giles. He handles lots of dueats and salts a good pile of therm in his ex- 
tensive business. He never was merried but says a host of old maids, with 
now ind then a younger one, and an occasional widow, have given him ample 
opportunities. 

GEORGE E. WALWORTH, 

although not now a resident of this village. having recently removed to FTills- 
dale, was for the past three years so prominently identitied with our business 
interests as to deserve a notice of praise. Ife isason of Thomas IT. and Martha 
A. Walworth and was born in Jackson county, December 1S, 1859. December 
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ss Fannie Merrett, of Eaton 


8, 1884, he married Mi annie eynolds:Bros., 


apids. Mr. Walworth was_ : Bro: 
Be apide, for years and in enue Trees 
placed in charge of a dry good store ee ean 
nolds’ in this village. Later the establis' me Fis 
purchased by George E. anda JOuDEEE es 
Ora, the firm being Walworth Brothers- = ra or 
withdrew and George became sole ele eta aE 
continued in trade here until April of t he pres uh 
year, when he removed to lillsdale. weoree i a 
exceptionally good business man and ha ! a 80 
trade here. IIe was a trustee of the village coun- 


cil in 1887 and during his stay in this place won a 
host of friends. 

RICHARD F. CHURCH. 
one of Tomer’s popular business men, was born on 


r Prairi iana, September 5, 1848, being a 
Door Prairie, Indiana, Sep rhp ce 


GQ. E. WALWonTI, son of Alonzo and Mary J. Church. 
Dick as he was naturally nicknamed, came to Mich- 
igan with his father’s family when but four years 
of age, settling in Norvil, Jackson county. <Arriv 
ing at manhood Dick learned the jeweler’s trade 
und in 1873 came to this village. with a limited kit 
of tools, and opened shop, which was the nucleus 
of his fine jewelry establishment which is not only 
an ornament to the town but a business place vis- 
ited and admired by the traveling public. Few if 
any firms in the county handle a finer class of 
goods, and no dealer in jewelry is more reliable. 
August 21. 1874, Mr. Church married Jennie Web- 
ster, of Maple Rapids, who died December 24, 1878. 
ITe has one daughter, Maude. 


CHARLES R. CHURCH, 


brother of Richard, was born in Jackson county, 

September 28, 1859. Charles is also a jeweler by 

occupation and is one of the best skilled workmen Rk. F. CIHURCIL 
ever in this place. Tis establishment is always 
well stocked with the fimer class of goods and 
though first starting in trade here in April twe 
years ago, he has already built up an unusually 
good business, October 1. 1882, Charley married 
Tda A. Tubbs, who was born in New York state. 
and they have one little daughter, Mary PF. 

IRA K. HWENSITAW, 
of Henshaw & Co. undertakers. and manufactur- 
ers and dealers in furniture, is a son of Tra K. and 
Catherine M. Henshaw, and was born in Genesee 
county, New York. June 23, 1844. Tra learned the 
trade of cabinet maker in Batavia, New York. and 
for a time worked at that occupation in different 
cities in that state. eis a skilled workman in 
the true sense of the term and can make wnything 
that can be carved out of wood. Te eame to Mich- 
igan in 1870, located in this village, and for several 
I. K. WENSHAW. years was in the grocery business. In December 
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1885 he opened his present establishm 

ing a number of workmen in the Tmanufactusieeaes 
partment. Henshaw & Co. also own one of the fin- 
_est funeral cars in this section of the state and 
their Services as embalmers are almost always 
sought In case of death anywhere in this section. 
September 1, 1867. Mr. Henshaw married Emur- 


ette M. Putnam, of Batavia, New : 
ane data ue x > New York. They have 


LUKE M. THAYER 3 


Mye - 

of Thayer & Ogden, general blacksmiths and dealers | 
in agricultural implements is of English descent 
-but if one goes back in genealogy for a couple of 
centuries he will find a Frenchman, an ancester 
who spelled his name Theirs. Luke was born in 
Onondaga. New York, December 31, 1834, a son of “ 
pe Thayer, the latter’s maiden L. M. THAYER. 
aaa a Oe =e wo learned blacksmithing when eighteen years of age, 
Tomer i vec on the police force of Syracuse, N. Y., for live years. Came to 

omer In the spring of 1855. When the war of the rebellion broke out Luke 
was one of the first on deck and with John Gregg, Col. Allen Deming and E. P. 
Potter was instrumental in raising the first company of three months men in 
this part of the county, and at u meeting of the company held in Tekonsha was 
tendered the office of lieutenant. As no more three months men were wanted 
Luke enlisted in Company I. 4th Michigan Cavalry, serving until the close of 
the war or for nearly four years. In the 4th he was first farrier and later Vet- 
erinary Surgeon of the regiment. Ile was never absent from his regiment only 
when on duty, and participated with it in over one hundred active engagements 
principally among them being the battles of Perryville, Murfreesborough, Chat- 
tanooga, Mission Ridge, Dallas, Kennesaw Mountain, Atlanta and Jonesborough, 
and was with Kilpatrick in his famous raid around Atlanta, Mr. Thayer being 
captured in the charge at Lovejoy Station, but later escaped. He was one of 
the command that captured Jeif Davis at Irwinville. May 10, 1865, end was one 
of the twenty-nine who dismounted and surrounded the Jeff Davis camp, S{r. 
Lhayer having charge of the left of the line, Lieut. A. B. Purrinton now of 
Coldwater, being in charge of the right. The first shot was from the left and 
was fired by Thayer himself. Luke occasionally speaks of his adventures in 
the war, and is sure to when some other soldier attempts to size up a record. 
Luke is a good business man, and a good official, is now village Marshal. and 
has been anumber of times before. October 6, 1854. he married Mi Eaton, 
who was born in England. From this union there were eight children, four of 
whom are living, Thomas S., Glenny, Clifford and Tuney. 

E. CHARLES ROBINSON, 
of Robinson & Miller, formerly known as the Buckeye Machine Company, deal- 
ers in agricultural implements and farm muchinery, Was born in LeRoy, this 
county, February 29, 1856. January 6, 1887, Mr. Robinson came to this place, 
and in company with Mr. Miller opened their estadlishinent. The institution at 
once took a leading position, and as the tirm enly handled the better class of ma- 
chinery, the house at once entered upon an extensive trade which has con- 
stantly increased. The offices und ware rooms are owned by Messrs. Robinson 
& Miller, are on Main street and are not only the best arvanged, but are nmons 
the largest institutions of the kind inthe county. November 15, 1887, Mr. Rob- 
inson married Miss Cora Brown, of Battle Creek. se 
ZENAS W. MILLER, 

of Robinson & Miller, was born in Dundas county, town of Winchester, Canada. 
January 6, 1861. In 1879, moved to York State, and to Michigan in lss2. Came 
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‘to Homer in 1887.. On November 11, 1884, Mr. 
Miller married Miss Hattie Robinson, of Leroy, 
and they have one daughter, Carrie. 

CAP, WILLIAM B. LARRABEE. 


One of the jolliest and best natured men in town 
is Cap. Larrabee. He is known as Cap. but is en- 
titled to still another cognomen, that of Doctor. 
Ile does not look after the ills of man, but if there 
is a sick horse anywhere in this section, the Cap- 
tain is usually summoned, and if there is any one 
who can restore to health the noble specimen of 
the brute creation, it is the subject of this notice. 
Captain Larrabee was born in Brownesville, Pa., 
December 30, 1830, his parents being Joseph W. 
and Lucy A. Larrabee. He eame to Michigan in 
1856, went further west and returned here in 1858, 
went into the army in 1862 and for nearly four 
years was first lieutenant of Company <A. 4th Ill. 
Cavalry. .At the close of the war he returned and purch 
here in Litehfield, and in 1873 sold outand removed to Grane 
and in 1885, returned to this village, where he has since practiced veterinary 
surgery, for which work he has a fine outfit of instruments and appliances and 
isvery successful. November 16, 1855, Captain Larrabee married Mariette 
Bugbee, a daughter of Loren Bugbee, of this village. Mrs. J.arrabee died in 
Nebraska, May 29, 1878, leaving one daughter. Gertrude. now the widow of the 
late Dr. T. C. Howe who died in this village February 7, 1886. 


JAMES A. CLARK, 


of Clark & Son, grocers, was born in Elba, Genesee county. New York. 
February 22, 1836, his parents being William and Mary Clark. James came 
to Michigan in 1845, making his home in this place and vicinity until 1869. 
following farming and catpentering. Enlisted in the Union army serving as 
private in company .\. 15th Michigan Infantry. In 1869, he went north and for 
a time was in the mercantile and lumber businessin Amsden. Montcalm county, 
and later removed to Lansing, where he did mechanical work for four years on 
the Capital building which was being erected. and the six years following was 
assistant engineer inthe same building. Returned to this village in August 
1883, and began his present business, the firm being Sloan & Clark. One year 
later W. O. Clark. son of James, succeeded Mr. Sloan in the business, when the 
firm became Clark & Son. Clark & Son have an elegant business place, one of 
the most complete and best selected stocks in town, and no firm has a better 
trade. Mr. Clark has been twice married. first Novernber 1, 1858, to Miss Lois 
Budd. of Clarendon, who died September 8, 1869, secoud December 9, 1 
Miss Eliza Burlingham, of Lansing. 
WILLIAM 0. CLARK, 

son of James A., andof the firm of Clark & Son, was born in Clarendon, Ocv- 
tober 5.1863. He isoue of the popular young business men of the place and 
married Miss Lillie Kirby, daughter of David Kirby of this village, April S, 1885, 

BRB. FRANK Woopbury, 
of &. F. Woodbury & Co. was horn one mile north of this village. in Albion 
township, September 7. 1858, his parents being Joseph and Emily Wooodbury. 
The father died when: Frank was four years old. | Frank learned telegraphy 
and was operator at the Air Line station in this village for ten years. In 
March last he purchased the late A. N. Hopkins’ drug stock and is carrying on 
thesame. Frank is now one of the best pharmacists in the place. has Tots of 
patrons as well as a host of friends, and has one ef the best drug trades in town. 
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THOMAS J. WALFORD, 

proprietor of Walford’s livery and sale stables, was 

born in Middlesex, Yates county, New York, July 

15, 1834. his parents being John and Elizabeth Wal- - 

ford. Thomas was'bred on a farmand after arriy- 

ing at manhood followed farm:ing as an occupation 

for twenty-six years. Early in life he formed 

‘quite an attachment for fine horses and to-day, as 

a judge of good horse flesh he has no superior any- C : 

where. He first came to Homer in 1872, remained ; 1 

a time, then purchased a farmin South Albion. In 7a) Hey 5) 

1882 he removed to Kansas and four years later re- 4), ) 

turned to this village and engaged in the business 

of buying and handling horses for the eastern mar-Qy 

kets, in due time running a livery in connection. 

He has some of the best turnouts ever in this place, 

keeps them up in nice shape, and is a clever, oblig- . 

ing man. One can seldom look through his stables T. J. WALFORD. 
without seeing one or more fine animals which are 
destined for driving in Central Park or some other 
noted place in an eastern city. November 4, 1565, 
Mr. Walford married Zelphia Brown, of Yates Co. 
They had one son and _ three daughters: Edgar 8., 
Agnes, now Mrs Jacob Loder, Annis, who married 
Jolin Sharp and died in Kansas, and Clarrissa H. 
living at home. | 


WILLIAM M. WELCH, 


Iomer’s popular dentist, was born in Clarendon, 
a few miles west of this village, June 17, 1851, and 
is n son of William and Mary Welch. At the age 
of eighteen years he began the study of dentistry 
in Bristol. Indiana, completing the same in the 
office of Dr. Eggleston, in Marshall, this county. 
iy. Welch practiced his profession for ten years in 
Reading, Elilisdale county, and in 1883, came to 
W. M. WELCH. this village. Lis offige and operating rooms are on 

the second floor of Lyon’s bank building, and are 

not only nicely furnished but are fully equipped 

with all the best instruments and appliances for 

successfully carrying on dental work, and the doc- 

toris a succesatul operator and skilled workman 

and has an exceptionally good business. He takes 

an active interest in religious matters and is an 

elder and trustee of the Presbyterian chureh in this 

village. April 24, 1872, he married Abigail Gan- 

nett, of Bristol, Indiana. ‘They have two children 

Winfred E. and Lewis G. 

JOHN HOFFMAN, 

dealer in agricultural implements, carriages and 

farm machinery, is a son of Henry and Ellen Hoft- 

man, now of Eckford, and was born in New York 

city December 18, 1844. John came to Michigan ; 

when a boy, learned the carpenter trade and Dec. 

15, 1862, enlisted in Company A. 8th Michigan ss 

Cavalry, first being corporal and then sergeant. JOUN HOFFMAN. 
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While the army was at Dandridge, Tenn., on Jan- 

uary 16, 1863, John with three others was sent with 

dispatches from Gen. Burnside’s headquarters to 

Colonel Genard some fifteen miles distant, and 

John and his companions were taken prisoners. 

They were taken before Gen. Longstreet and sent 

to prison, first to Belle Isle, then to Libby, then 

Andersonville, next to Florence and lastly to’ 

Charleston. John was in prison fifteen months, 

seven months of the time at Andersonville. His 

three companions died in prison. John suffered 

terribly from prisun life and it was only his then 

good constitution and a hvap of grit that enabled 

him to survive. Probably no man can give a more 

correct idea of Andersonville than Mr. Hoffman. 

At the close of the war John returned to Michigan, 

worked at carpentering in Eckford until 1871, when 

he came here, ran a livery for a few years and then ne 

engaged in his present business and has a fine FRANK AUSTIN. ; 

r trade. Is an ex-village trustee and ex-township 
treasurer and made a good official. Oct. 5, 1Ss79, 
he married Mary Snider. They have two children, 
J. Norman and Mabel. 
FRANK AUSTIN, 


of Bangham & Austin, druggists, is «son of Theo- 
dore Nz and Helen M. Austin, of Marengo, this 
county. Frank was born in Cayuga county. New 
York, April 6, 1858. Came to Michigan with the 
family when four years of age, settling in Mar- 
shall. Arriving at manhood he became a carriage 
woodworker. but failing health caused him to dis- 
continue that occupation for farming. Litter for 
three years he was a traveling salesman for Cray 
& Rood, of Toledo, selling harness hardware, his 
territory beimg Ohio, Indiana. Kentueky aad T- 
linois. In 1887, he came to Homer and engazed 
iiethe drug trade with Dr. Bangham, snd the tirm 


has a fine business. July 31, 1879, Mv. Austin married Alice M. Sharp, of New 
York. They have three children, Pearl S., Theodore N. and Helen M. 


HARLO WAIT, 


of Wait & Co., grocers, was born in New York, February 25, 1856, being a son 
of the late Martin Wait. April 17, of the present year, Wait & Co. succeeded 
Cole & Wait, Harlo being 2 member of the latter tirm. Mr. Wait is a practical 
business man and the establishment hus an.exceptionally good trade. 
. CHARLES Il. MAITANY, 

manufacturer of the Baldwin hammock and swing, is a son ef David Ti. sind 
Sarah A. Mahany.. Charley arrived in town December 7, 1854, und when the 
older ladies heard him yell, observed his well cut features. and saw the promi 

nent nose masquerading between the little bright eyes they no doubt said he’s 
a beauty, and they knew if he grew up he would be a jolly good natured fellow, 
for he was a chip off the old block. But they had no idea that his face would 
ever produce such a portrait as the one which so faithfully represents him in this 
work, Charley was bred in the healthfal atmosphere of this place, aud in time 
was in the mercantile trade with his older brother, William LL. In LsSso, he 
became a traveling salesman-for the Seely Manufacturing Company, of Detroit, 
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and has since visited all the more i : 

sil e importz aces 
from northern Wisconsin to Florida pote ne til 
in the employ of that company, except for a few 
months during the summer season when he looks 


after his hammock business. 'T i 

\ SS. he Baldw 

finest hammock made and Mr. M tae ole ah 
several hundred this year. 


ahany will get out 


HENRY Il. SHEAR, : 


of Shear & Son, dealers in fresh and salt meats 

was born in Tompkins county, New York, August 

5, 1826, and was a son of John and Mercy Shear 

June 5, 1847, he married Merey Van Loan of 

Schuyler county. and on December 24, 1851. his 

first wife having died, he was again mar. 

ried, this time to Margaret E. Cotton, of the same 

county. In 1862 the family came to Michigan and 

settled in Clarendon, where Mr. Shear farmed it : 

until 1884, when he removed to this place, first en- H. H. SHEAL. 

LE gaging in the flour and feed business, also ke 
a wood yard. He began his pr business the 
first of March of this year. He is a member of the 
FP. B. chureh on Cook’s Plains. is a clever, gool- 
hearted business man and can find money in any 
undertaking. [fe had eleven children, of whom 
eight are living: Malissaand Willard by first wife. 
Emmet, Syrenus, Belle, Arthur, Etta and Harmie 
by second. 
ARAH H. RANDALL, 

proprietor of the Calhoun mills, is a native of this 


education was derived from the district 
Ie entered Hillsdale college at the age of 
seventeen, was a student of that institution contin- 
uously for eight years, graduating June 19, 1873. 
For the next ten years he was engaged it teaching 
A. HW. RANDALL. and mercantile pursuits. About January 1. 1883, 
he purehsed the Cilhonn mills and has since oper- 
ated the same. In 1887 he put in the improved 
roller process, and made other important changes, 
wlof which necessitated an expense of several thou- 
sand dollars, the mith now being among the best in 
the county. Mr. Randall is now supervisor of Al- 
bion township, makes a good official and is tilling 
his third term in said oflice. June 28, 1878, he 
married Miss Ada Tucker of Tekonsha, from which 
union there are five children, two sons and three 
daughters. 
WILLIAM PEPPET, 
the artist from whose work the street scenes and 
many of the portraits found in this work were en- 
eraved, is an Englishman and was born in London 
June 29, 1818. When a boy he was apprenticed to 
a coach maker, and later worked at that oceupa- 
tion in his native city. He came to the United WM. PEPPET. 
States in 1847, worked in New York city for one firm eight years. Theu was in 
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Janesville, Wisconsin, four years and then returned to New York city, and four 
years later, in 1862, came to Albion, this state, and the year following to ete 
Here he worked at carriage making until 1872, when he opened a photoutay 
gallery, which business he still follows, and is doing a very good business. In 
religion he is a high church Episcopalian and is an active member of c agg 
Church of this village. He has been twice married, first in London, May 29, 
1838, to Elizabeth West, who died in this village March 29, 1880; the second 
time to Josephine E. Doolittle, of Fayette county, Iowa, June 22, 1881. Mr. 
Peppet has had eight children: By first wife six, Elizubeth, now Mrs. Bro- 
man; Anna, now Mrs. David Kirby; George who married Sarah F. Henderson; 
William, who died Oct. 16, 1865; and Mary J., who became Mrs. Edward Wal- 
dron, and died Sept. 24, 1881. By second wife, Hanford, who died in Septem- 
ber, 1883, and Mary a little daughter about three years old. 


PARVIS W. CHASE, 


publisher of THe Homer INDEX, and who did the 

typugraphical work of ‘Homer and Its Pioneers,” 

was born at Enfield Center, Tompkins county, New 

York, March 2, 1865. His pavents were Parvis W. 

and Jennie Chase. The father died seven weeks 

prior to the birth of Parvis, jr. and the mother 

seven years later. Left an orphan with an older 

brother. Ezra, the subject of this sketch was taken 

in charge by an aunt, now Mrs. Adda C. Fleming, 

of Hillsdale, Michigan, who kindly cared for them 

until the two arrived at manhood. The brother 

died in Wheatland, Dakota, October 9, 1885. 

Parvis attended district school and later was in the 

State Normal School at Cortland, N. Y. In 1883, 

with his aunt he removed to Parkmin, Ohio, where 

Parvis began the trade of tinner in the hardware i 

establishment of one Charles Bundy, in the fall of P. W. CHASE 

the same year came to this place, and for eighteen months was with B. F. Grood- 
rich in the same business. March 1, 1885, dates the beginning of his career in 
the INDEX office, beginning as general utility boy, later becoming typo, then 
manager, and finally publisher, taking the last named position January 1 of the 
present year. He is a good printer and his paper has one of the healthiest cur- 
culations of any local publication in the county. February 28, 1888, Mr. Chase 
married Miss Zaide L. Redfield, daughter of the late John Redlield, and grand- 
daughter of Beriah S. Redfield, whose portrait appears on page 57 of this work. 
Mr. Chage is about as handseme as the average newspaper min, still his por- 
trait fails to do him credit. 


Page 16—Leathernose lost his nose prior to the coming of the white settlers. It 
was aman named Stephen Cronin who was bitten in the grocery. 

Page 17, line 37—Clarendon should read Eckford. 

Page 29, line 21—1834 should be 1838. 

Page 30—Supervisor and clerk for 1835 were Osha Wilder and James Parsons. 
Page 44—Theodore Cook wus married in spring of 1872. 
Page 43—For Louise Cook read Louise Woolley. 

Page 49-—-Dayid Burt, Jr. died Nov. 5, 1854. 

age 52—Joln Balentine’s grandchild Ernie” should read Erma and is living. 
Page 77—Mr. Henderson’s tirst wife was Frances W. Bordwell. 
Page 79—Charles H. Mahany was born December 7, 1854. 
Page 113—Lewis R. Mead was born January 3, 1862. 

Page 128—Samuel D. Strong was married September 15, 1886, 
Page 184—Alva Spayde now of Hudson, should read, now of Tecumseh. 
Page 189—Thomas Walford was married in 1855, 
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or the last ten years in and around Homer, Kextoca’s CoL- 
dh UMBIAN Orn has had the largest sale of any Medicine known, 
“il and dealers have always been authorized to refund the money 
in any case of dissatisfaction in Rheumatism or Kidney Com- 
plaints in any form and all Pain, Inflammation, Cholera Morbus, 
Diarrhoea, Catarrh or Colds and all kinds of Distress. The beneficial 


Hellogys Gohonbian Oil, 


are at once felt and its remidial effects always suie and certain. 
‘Itis the best household remedy known and should always be kept 


on hand in ease of an emergency. 


6H. Var Wacorer & 60, 


— VAN WAGONER STEAM KER, 2 
HOMER, 1 


The Van Wagener Steam Feed Cooker 
is the best and most practical apparatus 
of its kind ever invented, being the 
simplest in operation. run with the least 
expense, and the most satisfactory of 
any Cooker made. Any kind of stock 
can be fattened through the use of this 
Cooker at one half the cost of the old 
way, and with little trouble, as a child 
even can operate it. Two barrels of 
feed can be cooked ina little time at an 
expense not to exceed three cents. The 
Van Wagoner Cooker will pay for it- 
self if used by any farmer or stock raiser 
in a few weeks. [tis used for cooking 
feed for cattle, hogs, sheep and all stock. 
By the use of the Van Wagoner Cooker 
it has been demonstrated, that — the 
farmer can, by cooking the feed, 
make agreater profit by selling at three 
cents, than by fatting the old way and STEAM FEED COOKER. 
receiving five cents per pound. For circulars and testimonials address, C. IL. 
Van Wagoner & Co., Homer, Michigan. 
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